PRINTER S N0 1198

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 105 55

| NTRODUCED BY CGEORGE, LEDERER, READSHAW CURRY, THOVAS, DeV\EESE,
MARKGOSEK, CALTAG RONE, LaCGROTTA, VEQON, WOINARCSKI, WATERS,
J. WLLIAMS, PHI LLIPS, WASHI NGTON, FAIRCH LD, ORI E, SATHER
DALLY, HARHAI, RUBLEY, HERMAN, ROBERTS, COSTA, DelLUCA, SURRA,
GRUCELA, STABACK, PI STELLA, CAWEY, SCRI MENTI, WANSACZ,
HORSEY, COLAFELLA, SOLOBAY, BELFANTI, YUD CHAK, BELARDI,
MELI O, SANTONI, SAMUELSCON, CORRI GAN, WALKO, TI GUE,
YOUNGBLOOD, TRELLO, SHANER, JOSEPHS, LUCYK, DI VEN, LAUGHLI N,
FREEMAN, MANDERI NO, ROONEY, TULLI, SAI NATO FRANKEL, BEBKG
JONES, STEELMAN, JAMES AND BI SHOP, MARCH 19, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MARCH 19, 2001
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to
conduct a study on the underlying causes and inpact of rising
natural gas prices.

WHEREAS, The spot price for natural gas has risen from
approxi mately $2 per thousand cubic feet in 1998 to over $10 per
t housand cubic feet in early 2001; and

WHEREAS, According to the United States Departnent of Energy,
t hese prices exceed any historical or dollar-adjusted price in
the last 20 years; and

WHEREAS, According to the United States Departnent of Energy,
over 50% of households in the United States are heated with
nat ural gas; and

WHEREAS, According to the United States Census Bureau,

natural gas is the primary residential heating fuel in several
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maj or areas of population in this Comonweal th, including
Phi | adel phia, Pittsburgh and Erie; and

WHEREAS, According to nunerous reports by residential and
smal | busi ness ratepayers across this Commonweal th, nonthly
natural gas bills have gone up approxi mately 70% or nore; and

WHEREAS, These natural gas price increases are placing a
severe burden on senior citizens, famlies and busi nesses across
t hi s Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Nei ghboring states have provi ded hundreds of
mllions of dollars of additional state and private resources to
help their citizens in recent nonths; and

WHEREAS, The State government of the Conmonweal t h nust
respond to the growing energy crisis; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Legi sl ati ve Budget and Fi nance Conmittee to conduct a study on
t he underlying causes and inpact of rising natural gas prices;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That its report include a review of natural gas
production and capacity in this Comobnweal th and sources of
natural gas to natural gas distribution conpanies in this
Commonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That its report include recomrendati ons about what
addi tional State assistance could be provided to senior citizens
and ot her vul nerabl e popul ations; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
report its findings and recommendati ons to the House of
Representatives no |l ater than 90 days after the adoption of this

resol uti on.
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