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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2724 %%

| NTRODUCED BY STURLA, DeWEESE, RUBLEY, COY, M BAKER,
CALTAG RONE, CLYMER, FAI RCHI LD, GEI ST, CGEORGE, GRUCELA,
HARHAI , HERVAN, HERSHEY, HUTCHI NSQN, JOSEPHS, LAUGHLI N
LESCOVI TZ, LEVDANSKY, MANDERI NO, MARKGOSEK, M GEEHAN, MELI G,
MUNDY, NAILOR, PETRARCA, PISTELLA, READSHAW ROSS, SANTONI
SATHER, SAYLOR, SCHRODER, SCHULER, SHANER, STABACK, STEELMAN,
SURRA, Tl GUE, WALKO, WANSACZ, WATSON, G WRI GHT, YUDI CHAK AND
BROCKS, JUNE 18, 2002

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
JUNE 18, 2002
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing the Adopt-a-Ri ver Program providing for powers and
duties of the Department of Conservation and Nat ural
Resources; and naki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Adopt-a-River
Act .
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) Wdespread fl ooding and danage caused by severe
Wi nter storns greatly danmage the riverbeds and streanbeds of
this Commonweal th. Fl ooding of urban and industrial areas

often results in the pollution of rivers and the accumul ati on

of extraordinary anounts of trash and debris in the
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streanbeds, on the stream banks and in flood plain areas.

(2) There is a heightened public awareness of
conservation and the need to protect the rivers of this
Commonweal th from pol | uti on, danmage, trash and debris and to
provi de the resources necessary to restore Pennsylvania's
rivers and streans.

(3) The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Conm ssion personnel
and financial resources available for operation of its
exi sting Adopt-a-Stream Programare |linmted. The Pennsyl vani a
Fi sh and Boat Comm ssion programis designed to expand fish
habitat, angling, boating and aesthetic val ues of
Commonweal th waters and woul d conpl enent the Adopt-a-Ri ver
Act to be adm nistered by the Departnment of Conservation and
Nat ural Resour ces.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Conservation and Natural
Resources of the Conmonweal t h.

"Program " The Adopt-a-Ri ver Program established by this
act .

Section 4. Establishnent of Adopt-a-River Program

The departnent shall adm nister a program designed to renove
litter fromand to beautify the rivers of this Conmonweal th. The
program shall be known as the Adopt-a-River Program The program
shall include public informational activities but shall be
directed primarily toward encouraging and facilitating
i nvol venent of volunteer groups in litter cleanup work,

assigning each group to a specific river or stream segnent.
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Vol unt eer groups nmay include individuals, civic groups and
busi nesses.
Section 5. Agreenents.

An agreenent entered into between the departnent and a
vol unt eer group under section 4 shall include, but is not
limted to, the following criteria:
(1) The volunteer group may request a specific segnent
of the river or streamit w shes to adopt, but the assignnment
shall be at the discretion of the departnment. In assigning
sections of a river, the departnment shall coordinate and
cooperate with affected Federal, State and | ocal nanagenent
agenci es and private | andowners. The departnent may require
the volunteer groups to notify or obtain witten perm ssion
to performcleanup activities fromlandowners i medi ately
abutting the waterways.
(2) The group shall renove litter along the designated
river or stream segnment at |east twi ce each year or as funds
permt and in a manner that is safe and appropriate for
menbers of the vol unteer group.
(3) The group shall agree to abide by all rules rel ated
to the programthat are adopted by the departnent.
(4) The volunteer group shall contract to care for the
designated river or stream segnent for at |east two years.
Section 6. Departnment responsibilities.

(a) Distribution.--The departnent shall ensure a w de and
di verse distribution of the funds, materials and information to
a variety of projects throughout this Comobnweal t h.

(b) Assistance.--The departnment shall provide trash bags,
safety informati on and assi stance to the participating vol unteer

gr oups.
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(c) Large and heavy itens.--The departnent shall be
responsi ble for facilitating contracts for the renoval of |arge
or heavy itens froma river or stream segnent as deened
necessary and feasi ble by the departnent. The departnment nmay
al so use funds for tipping fees and di sposal costs involved with
t he renoval of trash and debris.

(d) Private contributions.--The departnent shall encourage
private contributions to the programto aid in inplenmenting the
programto the full est possible extent.

Section 7. Volunteer recognition.

The departnent shall create a recognition programto
acknow edge the efforts of volunteer groups, agencies and
busi nesses that participate in the programwhich may include
appropriate signage in areas of high visibility which does not
detract fromthe natural beauty of the stream
Section 8. Reporting requirenent.

The departnent shall report annually to the General Assenbly
on the inplenentation and progress of the program established by
this act.

Section 9. Regul ations.

The departnent may adopt the regul ati ons necessary for
i npl enentation of the program
Section 10. Appropriation.

The sum of $1, 000,000, or as much thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of
Conservation and Natural Resources for the fiscal year July 1,
2002, to June 30, 2003, to carry out the provisions of this act.
Section 11. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 120 days.
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