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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2415 %%

| NTRODUCED BY McCGEEHAN, ARMSTRONG M BAKER, BUNT, CASORI Q
L. 1. COHEN, CORRI GAN, CREI GHTON, CRUZ, DALEY, DeLUCA,
FRANKEL, GEI ST, CGEORGE, GRUCELA, HANNA, HARHAI, HENNESSEY,
HORSEY, KELLER, KENNEY, Kl RKLAND, LAWESS, LEDERER, LEH
MARKOSEK, M CALL, MELIO M CHLOVIC, O BRIEN, PRESTON,
READSHAW ROBI NSON, SAI NATO, R STEVENSON, STURLA, TANGRETTI
E. Z. TAYLOR J. TAYLOR THOMAS, TRI CH WALKO, WATERS, WLT,
WOINARCSKI, G WRI GHT, YOUNGBLOOD AND FLI CK, MARCH 13, 2002

REFERRED TO COMW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
MARCH 13, 2002
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), entitled "An
act providing for the admnistration of a statew de system of
vital statistics; prescribing the functions of the State
Department of Health, the State Advisory Health Board and
| ocal registrars; inmposing duties upon coroners,
prot honot aries, clerks of orphans' court, physicians,

m dwi ves and ot her persons; requiring reports and
certificates for the registration of vital statistics;

regul ating the disposition of dead bodies; limting the

di scl osure of records; prescribing the sufficiency of vital
statistics records as evidence; prescribing fees and
penal ti es; and revising and consolidating the laws relating
thereto,” further providing for the disclosure of records.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 801, 804, 805 and 806 of the act of June
29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), known as the Vital Statistics Law of
1953, are anmended to read:

Section 801. Records: Disclosure in Ceneral.--The vital

statistics records of the departnent and of |ocal registrars
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shall not be open to public inspection except as authorized by
the provisions of this act and the regul ati ons of the Advisory
Heal t h Board. Neither the departnment nor |ocal registrars shal
i ssue copies of or disclose any vital statistics record or part
t hereof created under the provisions of this or prior acts that

pertain to a person still living, except to disclose it to that

person, or if that person is a mnor, to his parent or |eqgal

qguardi an, or upon order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction, or

that pertain to a person no |longer living, except in conpliance

with the provisions of this act and the regul ati ons of the

Advi sory Health Board. Neither the departnent nor | ocal

regi strars shall issue copies of or disclose the contents of any

birth certificate unless the applicant presents a valid driver's

|i cense or nondriver governnent-issued identification card that

i ncl udes a phot ograph of the person. A copy of such |license or

card, or the driver's |license nunber or identificati on nunber

and address of the applicant, shall be retained by the

departnent or | ocal registrar.

Section 804. Records: Disclosure of O her Records.--[Except]

Subj ect to the provisions of section ei ght hundred one of this

act, and except for records described in sections eight hundred

two and ei ght hundred three of this act, the departnent shal
i ssue certified copies of or disclose a vital statistics record
or part thereof if an officer of the departnment designated by
the Secretary of Health finds that the applicant therefor has a
direct interest in the content of the record and that the
i nformati on contained therein is necessary for the determ nation
of personal or property rights.

Section 805. Records: Disclosure for Research Purposes.--The

departnment may permt the use of vital statistics records or
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parts thereof for research, subject to strict supervision by the
departnment to insure that the use of the records is limted to

research purposes, and provided that such records or parts

thereof do not identify any person still |iving unl ess pursuant

to an order by a court of conpetent jurisdiction.

Section 806. Records: Disclosure to Governnental Agencies.--
The departnent may disclose information or data fromvita
statistics record to federal, state or nunicipal agencies of
government whi ch request such information or data in the

i nterest of conduct of official duty, provided that such records

or parts thereof do not identify any person still living unless

pursuant to an order by a court of conpetent jurisdiction.

Section 2. Section 807 of the act, anmended July 3, 1957
(P.L.433, No.237), is anended to read:

Section 807. Records: Fees for Copies.--(a) Except as
otherwi se provided in this act, the Advisory Health Board shal
prescribe the fees to be paid by applicants for copies of vital
statistics records or parts therefor.

(b) Federal, state and nunicipal agencies of governnment nmay
obtain copies of records or certifications of data fromrecords
wi t hout paynent of fees, provided that the departnent and the
Commonweal th i ncur no expense in connection therewith, and

provi ded that such records or parts thereof do not identify any

person still living unless pursuant to an order by a court of

conpetent jurisdiction.

(c) No fee shall be charged for certified copies of records
or parts thereof furnished nenbers of the armed forces of the
United States and their dependents during their termof active
service and after their death in service or honorabl e di scharge

t her ef rom
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1 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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