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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2359 5%
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AN ACT
Providing for the establishnment of the Ofice of Community,

Busi ness and Educati on Partnerships and its powers and

duties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Keystone
Communi ty, Business and Education Partnership Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Office." The Ofice of Conmunity, Business and Educati on

Part nershi ps established by this act.

"Private sector.” Any private business, corporation,
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i ndi vidual, trade association, foundation, federally or locally
supported grant program and ot her non- Cormonweal th source
operating for profit or not-for-profit.

"School entity." A school district, internmediate unit, joint
school or area vocational -technical school
Section 3. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) This Commonweal th's system of public education woul d
be strengthened by greater collaboration between the private
sector and school entities.

(2) Were collaborative efforts presently exist,
school s, teachers, students and the community at |arge
benefit fromthe support, recognition and expertise provided
by the business conmunity.

(3) Businesses benefit by hel ping to prepare a pool of
qual i fied potential enployees.

(4) Conmunities benefit by having better schools which
enhance the quality of life, provide greater conmunity
stability and inprove the econom c clinmate.

(5) There is presently no entity at the State | evel
responsi ble for the collection and di ssem nati on of
i nformati on regardi ng partnershi ps between the private sector
and school entities.

Section 4. Ofice of Cormunity, Business and Education
Par t ner shi ps.

(a) Establishnent.--The Secretary of Education shal
establish the Ofice of Cormunity, Business and Education
Partnershi ps within the Departnent of Education.

(b) Purposes.--The purposes of the office are to encourage

and enhance partnershi ps between school entities and the private
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1 sector, to function as a clearinghouse for nateri al

2 dissemnation and to provide training and consultation to school
3 districts as appropriate.

4 (c) Powers and duties.--The office shall have the foll ow ng
5 powers and duties:

6 (1) To devel op reconmendations for the establishnment of
7 private sector partnerships with school entities.

8 (2) To establish a network for the exchange of expertise
9 and informati on about private sector and school entity

10 partnershi ps throughout this Conmonweal t h.

11 (3) To provide technical assistance and workshops to

12 facilitate the exchange of information and expertise about

13 partnership prograns.

14 (4) To establish a nethod of assessing the inpact of

15 private sector and school entity partnerships on inproving

16 the quality of education.

17 (5) To identify exenplary partnership prograrns,

18 materials and nodels to be dissem nated to school entities.
19 (6) To establish appropriate award prograns to recognize
20 busi nesses for their contributions to inproving education and
21 to recogni ze exenpl ary partnership prograns.
22 (7) To prepare and submit an annual report to the
23 General Assenbly and the Governor which includes the
24 fol | ow ng:
25 (1) A sunmary of the status of private sector and
26 school entity partnership prograns.
27 (1i) Recomendations to inprove the efficiency and
28 pronote the growh of private sector and school entity
29 part ner shi ps.
30 (8) To performother duties to carry into effect the
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1 pur poses under subsection (b).
2 Section 5. Effective date.

3 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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