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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2311 %%

| NTRODUCED BY DALLY, Ml LHATTAN, HARHAI, STABACK, TI GUE
HENNESSEY, HORSEY, CORRI GAN, CLARK, READSHAW CRElI GHTON
FRANKEL, GRUCELA, STEELMAN AND M COHEN, JANUARY 28, 2002

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JANUARY 28, 2002
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AN ACT

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for

detention of children under certain circunstances.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 6325 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read:

8§ 6325. Detention of child.

[A] (a) General rule.--Except as otherw se provided for in

subsection (b), a child taken into custody shall not be detai ned

or placed in shelter care prior to the hearing on the petition
unl ess his detention or care is required to protect the person
or property of others or of the child or because the child may
abscond or be renpved fromthe jurisdiction of the court or
because he has no parent, guardian, or custodian or other person
able to provide supervision and care for himand return himto
the court when required, or an order for his detention or

shelter care has been made by the court pursuant to this
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chapter.

(b) Possession of a firearmon school property.--

(1) A child taken into custody for a violation of 18

Pa.C.S. § 912(b) (relating to possessi on of weapon on school

property) when the weapon is a firearm or expl osive device

shall be detained in the appropriate juvenile justice setting

until the court or nmaster conducts an i nfornmal heari ng

pursuant to section 6332 (relating to i nformal hearing) to

deterni ne whether the child's further detention is required

to protect the person or property of others.

(2) Prior to the infornmal hearing, but in no case not

|l ater than 72 hours after the child has been placed in

detention or shelter care, the court or master shall order

the child to undergo a psychol ogi cal evaluation by a |icensed

physi ci an or clinical psychol ogist to deterni ne whether the

child is a clear and present danger to hinself or others. A

report of the eval uation shall be made avail able to the court

prior to the informal hearing.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 30 days.
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