PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 2760 PRINTER S NO. 3987

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2082 *%5

| NTRODUCED BY McGEEHAN, M BAKER, ROBI NSON, BROWNE, CAPPELLI,
CORRI GAN, CRUZ, DALEY, DeLUCA, DONATUCCI, FAIRCH LD, GEl ST,
GODSHALL, HERMAN, HORSEY, JOSEPHS, KI RKLAND, LEDERER, LUCYK,
MANN, MELI O OLI VER, PETRONE, RAYMOND, RIEGER, ROONEY,
RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SCHRCDER, SOLOBAY, STABACK, R STEVENSOQN,
SURRA, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR J. TAYLOR TIGUE, TRELLG
TRICH WLT, WOGAN, WOINAROCSKI, YOUNGBLOCD, WASHI NGTON,
HARHAI , THOVAS, G WRI GHT, PISTELLA, PALLONE, J. WLLI AVS5,
MANDERI NO, WATERS, FLICK, JAMES, L. |. COHEN, CALTAGQ RONE,
WATSON, PI PPY AND HANNA, OCTOBER 24, 2001

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 10, 2002
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AN ACT

Requiring the Ofice of Attorney General to establish a regional

identity theft unit pilot project and an identity theft
Vi cti m dat abase;—and—raki-ng—an—appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Regi onal
Identity Theft Unit Pilot Project Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Unit." A regional identity theft unit.

Section 3. Establishnent of regional identity theft unit pilot
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proj ect .

(a) Ofice of Attorney General to establish pilot project.--
The O fice of Attorney General shall establish a three-year
regional identity theft unit pilot project in either one or two
regions of this Conmonwealth. The O fice of Attorney General
shal | define the boundaries of the designated regi on or regions.

(b) Distribution of funds.--Funds appropriated under—this
aet- FOR THE REG ONAL | DENTITY THEFT UNIT PILOT PRQIECT shal |l be
distributed by the Ofice of Attorney General to | ead agencies
as grants for the creation and operation of a regional identity
theft unit. The Ofice of Attorney Ceneral shall provide
techni cal assistance as needed in establishing a unit. Gants
for the creation and operation of a unit shall be awarded on the
basis of the follow ng requirenents:

(1) The lead agency is a Statew de or countyw de | aw
enf or cenent agency.
(2) Each unit is conposed of, but not limted to,

i nvestigators and support staff froma police departnment or

sheriff's department, a probation officer, a deputy district

or city attorney, a Departnment of Transportation
investigator, a representative of the Ofice of Attorney

CGeneral and a State parole officer

(3) Each unit operates as a regional nultijurisdictional
agency.
(4) Each unit is equipped to and capabl e of serving the
entire region in which it is |ocated.
Section 4. Regional identify theft unit functions.

Each unit receiving funds under this act shall be designed

and operated to acconplish the foll ow ng:

(1) Create a public awareness canpai gn of what identity
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theft is, ways to avoid becom ng a victimand what to do once
a person di scovers the person is a victim
(2) Act as a regional clearinghouse for |aw enforcenent,
the private sector and victins.
(3) Provide information to victins, |aw enforcenment and
t he nedi a.
(4) Investigate and prosecute identity theft suspects
and act as a liaison with other Federal, State and | ocal
agenci es.
Section 5. Eval uation.

The O fice of Attorney General shall evaluate the
ef fectiveness of the regional identity theft unit pilot project
in neeting the goals listed under section 4. The eval uation
shal |, anong ot her considerations, address all of the follow ng
guesti ons:
(1) Whether the pilot project has reduced identity
theft.
(2) Wether the pilot project has increased the nunbers
and successful outcomes of identity theft prosecutions.
(3) Whether the pilot project should be funded on an
annual basis.
(4) The expected costs to establish regional identity
theft units on a Statew de basis.
The O fice of Attorney General shall submt its findings and
recommendations to the General Assenbly before Novenber 30,
2004.
Section 6. Identity theft victim database.

(a) Ofice of Attorney General to establish and nmaintain
dat abase.--The O fice of Attorney General shall establish and

mai ntai n a dat abase of individuals who have been victins of
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identity theft. Victinms may, at their option, be fingerprinted
and have their fingerprints entered into the database. The
Ofice of Attorney Ceneral shall provide a victimof identity
theft or the victims authorized representative access to the
dat abase in order to establish that the individual has been a
victimof identity theft. Access to the database shall be
limted to crimnal justice agencies, victinms of identity theft
and individual s and agenci es authorized by the victimns.

(b) Inclusion in database.--In order for a victim of
identity theft to be included in the database established under
subsection (a), the victimshall submt to the Ofice of
Attorney Ceneral a court order obtained pursuant to any
provi sion of |aw and any other information prescribed by the
Ofice of Attorney Ceneral.

(c) Verification of victims identity.--Upon receivVing
i nformati on under subsection (b), the Ofice of Attorney General
shall verify the identity of the victimthrough a driver's
license or other identification record maintained by the
Depart ment of Transportation.

(d) Toll-free tel ephone nunber.--The effiece OFFI CE of <—
Attorney Ceneral shall establish and maintain a toll-free
t el ephone nunber to provide access to information under
subsection (a).

Section 7. Admnistration.

Up to 15% of the anount appropriated uvhder—seet+en—8 FOR THE <—

REG ONAL | DENTITY THEFT UNIT PILOT PRQIECT may be retained by

the O fice of Attorney General for adm nistering the provisions

of this act.
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Section 9 8. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect
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in 60 days.



