PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 2621

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1995 %55

| NTRODUCED BY DALEY, RYAN, PERZEL, DeWEESE, BASTI AN, ARMSTRONG

M BAKER, BARRAR, BEBKO-JONES, BELARDI, Bl SHOP, BUXTON,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CORRI GAN, CRElI GHTON, CRUZ, EACHUS

D. EVANS, FAI RCH LD, FICHTER, FRANKEL, GEI ST, GEORGE
GORDNER, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARHART, HERNMAN, JAMES, LAUGHLI N
LEDERER, LESCOVI TZ, NMANN, MARKCSEK, MAYERNI K, M CALL,
McGEEHAN, MELI O, M CHLOVI C, PALLONE, PETRONE, READSHAW
ROBERTS, ROBI NSQN, ROONEY, RUBLEY, SAI NATO SAMUELSON,
SANTONI, SATHER, SCRI MENTI, SHANER, SOLOBAY, STABACK,

R STEVENSON, T. STEVENSON, SURRA, TRELLO, TRI CH, VEON,
WALKO, WATERS, C. WLLIAMS5, J. WLLIAMS5, WOINARCSKI,

M WVRI GHT, YUD CHAK, E. Z. TAYLOR, S. MLLER CLARK, DAl LEY,
THOMAS, WLT, YOUNGBLOOD, BROWNE, FREEMAN, PI STELLA, HORSEY,
SCHULER, COLEMAN, BELFANTI, KENNEY, STEELMAN, SCHRCDER
DeLUCA, BENNI NGHOFF, HESS, LUCYK, WANSACZ, WASHI NGTON, GABI G
EGOLF, MARSI CO, ALLEN, FLICK, STURLA, ADOLPH, STEIL,

M COHEN, GRUI TZA, Di G ROLAMO, HABAY, TURZAI AND BLAUM
OCTOBER 5, 2001

AS

REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 23, 2001
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AN ACT

Establ i shing the WIIliam Penn Liberty Medal of Honor; providing

for awardi ng of medals, for an advisory board and for design
and cost of nedals.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Est abl i shnent of nedal .

in

The WIliam Penn Liberty Medal of Honor is hereby established

commenoration of the idealismand struggle of WIlliamPenn in

foundi ng the Comronweal t h.

Section 2. Awarding of nedals.
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(a) GCeneral rule.--The WIliam Penn Liberty Medal of Honor
may be awarded annually by the Governor to native sons or
daughters or residents of this Commonweal th who have
di sti ngui shed t hensel ves:

(1) Through a lifetinme of great acconplishnent.

(2) By an act or acts of great heroism

(3) By a singular, outstanding contribution to this
Commonweal th, the United States or the world.

The nedal nay al so be awarded to persons not of this
Commonweal t h who have di stingui shed thensel ves as provided in
this subsection in this Commonweal th or on behalf of the
Commonweal th and its citizens.

(b) Roles of Governor, public and advisory board. --

(1) Medals may be awarded annually by the Governor
whose deci sion shall be final.

(2) Nomnations for the nedal nay be nade by the public
to the advisory board, which shall advise the Governor on
potential recipients and reconmend recipients based on
nom nations received fromthe public or on their own
know edge.

Section 3. Advisory board.

(a) Menbership.--The advisory board shall be conprised of
t he foll ow ng:

(1) The Secretary of State, who shall chair the board.

(2) The Speaker and Mnority Leader of the House of
Represent ati ves.

(3) The President pro tenpore and Mnority Leader of the
Senat e.

(4) Five residents of this Commopnweal th sel ected by the

Governor. These residents shall not hold State office or
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enpl oynment and shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor

(b) Meetings.--Meetings of the board and their
recommendati ons shall be confidential and not avail able for
public inspection.

Section 4. Design of nedal.

The advi sory board shall oversee a conpetition for the design
of the nmedal, which shall conclude no later than six nonths
after enactnment of this act.

Section 5. Cost of nedals.

The cost for striking nmedals shall be borne by private
contributions solicited by the Coomonweal th and such ot her funds
as the Governor nmay meke avail abl e from noneys al ready
appropriated for any purpose.

Section 6. Initial nedals.

Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of section 2(b) 2, the first
four nedals shall be awarded in the names of Todd Beaner, Mark
Bi ngham Thomas Burnett and Jeremy Aick in recognition of their
prof ound courage and out standi ng heroismin know ngly
sacrificing their lives in order to divert United Airlines
Flight 93 fromits terrorist mssion on Septenber 11, 2001. The
nmedal s shall be presented to their nearest of Kkin.

Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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