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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1762 %"

| NTRODUCED BY FRANKEL, MACKERETH, BARD, BEBKO- JONES, BROWNE,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, L. |I. COHEN, COSTA, CURRY, DALEY,
FREEMAN, GEORGE, HARHAI, JAMES, JOSEPHS, MANN, PALLONE
ROBI NSON, ROONEY, SOLOBAY, STETLER, TRAVAGLI O WALKQO
WANSACZ, C. WLLI AM5 AND WOINAROSKI, JUNE 14, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, JUNE 14, 2001
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AN ACT

Establi shing the Prevention of Hate Activity Fund; and nmaki ng an
appropriation.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) In fiscal year 1998-1999, 340 incidents of hate
activity and intergroup tension incidents were reported to
t he Pennsyl vani a Hunman Rel ati ons Comm ssi on.

(2) One hundred fifty-eight incidents involving
organi zed hate groups were reported to the Pennsyl vani a Hunan
Rel ations Commission in fiscal year 1998-1999, an increase of
36 incidents fromthe previous year.

(3) African-Anericans were the sole targets in 101 (30%
of the tension incidents reported to the Pennsylvania Hunman
Rel ations Commission in fiscal year 1998-1999. Jews were the
sole targets in 50 (18% of the total reported incidents.
According to the Pennsyl vania Human Rel ati ons Conmi ssi on,

hatred based on sexual orientation has been increasingly



1 evident through the literature and public speeches of white

2 supremaci st-organi zed hate groups, along with hatred based on
3 skin color, religion and national origin. G her targets of

4 reported hate activity included inm grants and persons wth

5 di sabilities.

6 (4) Fifty-five percent of reported incidents involved

7 crimnal activity that included serious threat to personal

8 safety, such as assault, terroristic threats, reckless

9 endanger nent, arson, Kkidnapping and attenpted homi ci de.

10 (5) An inportant role of the Pennsyl vania Human

11 Rel ations Commission is nonitoring and preventing hate crines
12 and ot her actions by hate groups.

13 (6) Mdst Pennsyl vani ans reject bigotry and intol erance.
14 (7) Conmunities around this Conmonweal th have organi zed
15 unity coalitions in an effort to prevent and conbat hate

16 activity.

17 (8) The Pennsylvania Human Rel ati ons Conmi ssion is

18 working to respond to and prevent intergroup tension and hate
19 activities through direct assistance to communities and
20 comuni ty- based groups, prograns to inprove police-comunity
21 rel ati ons, technical assistance to school districts and
22 hi gher education institutions and various types of conmunity
23 outreach and education initiatives.
24 (9) The Pennsylvania Human Rel ati on Comm ssion's current
25 funding | evel does not allowit to invest sufficiently in
26 conbating hate crinmes and tension incidents.
27 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
28 hereby enacts as follows:
29 Section 1. Short title.
30 This act shall be known and may be cited as the Prevention of
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Hate Activity Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssion.” The Pennsyl vania Human Rel ati ons Comni ssi on.

"Fund." The Prevention of Hate Activity Fund established in
section 3.

Section 3. Prevention of Hate Activity Fund.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established a speci al
fund in the State Treasury to be known as the Prevention of Hate
Activity Fund.

(b) Purpose.--The comm ssion shall use the fund to enhance
its efforts to conbat intergroup tension, ethnic intimdation
crinmes and hate group activities.

(c) Use of noneys.--Sunms appropriated under this act may be
used for the foll ow ng:

(1) Direct assistance to communities and comunity-based
groups.

(2) Training initiatives for |aw enforcenent personnel.

(3) Technical assistance to school districts and hi gher
education institutions.

(4) Qutreach and informational activities directed to

| ocal governnents, civic organizations, trade associations

and ot her groups.

(5) Oher activities related to the purpose of the fund.
Section 4. Appropriation.

The sum of $1, 000,000 is hereby appropriated to the

Pennsyl vani a Hunman Rel ati ons Commi ssion for the fiscal year July

1, 2001, to June 30, 2002, to carry out this act.
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1 Section 5. Effective date.
2 This act shall take effect July 1, 2001, or inmediately,

3 whi chever occurs | ater.
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