PRINTER S NO. 1697

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1434 %55

I NTRODUCED BY BUTKOVI TZ, KELLER, MGEEHAN, LEDERER, WATERS
THOVAS AND J. TAYLOR, APRIL 25, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRI L 25, 2001
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for the
verification of identity in sunmmary of fense cases.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 8903. Verification of identity in certain sunmmary offense

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any police officer nay arrest or detain

an of fender who conmits a serious sunmary of fense for purposes

of determning the identity of the offender if the officer views

the conm ssion of the offense and the officer is unable to

deternmine the offender's identity. This subsecti on shall not

apply in any case where the police officer or the police

departnent can reasonably verify or confirmthe offender's

identity without arresting or detaining the offender. The

of fender shall be rel eased fromdetenti on and i ssued a citation
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as soon as the police departnent obtains reasonabl e verification

or confirmation of the offender's identity, or, in cases where

the police departnent is unable to obtain reasonabl e

verification or confirmati on of the offender's identity, after

t he of f ender has been fingerpri nted and phot ographed. No arrest

shall be made pursuant to this section if the offender is

cooperating with the police officer or the police departnent in

obt ai ni ng reasonabl e verification or confirmati on of the

offender's identity.

(b)Y Construction.--Nothing in this section shall be

construed to:

(1) require the rel ease of an of fender who i s bei ng

det ai ned pursuant to the authority of any other | aw or court

(2) limt any authority to arrest or detain an offender

pursuant to the provisions of any other |law or court rule.

(c) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Confirmation" or "confirm" Infornmation establishing the

identity of the offender which is received froma person or

source that the police officer or the police departnent believes

to be credible.

"Ofender." A person who the police officer has vi ewed

comm tting a serious sunmary offense.

"Reasonabl e verification" or "reasonably verify."

(1) A photo driver's license or photo identification

card i ssued by the Departnent of Transportation or any other

(2) An arned forces identification card.
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(3) A valid passport or a travel visa issued by a

foreign country that contains the hol der's photoqgraph.

(4) A photo identification card i ssued by any other

gover nnent agency of the Commonweal th, of any other state or

of the Federal Governnent.

(5) A photo identification card i ssued by an accredited

coll ege or university.

"Serious summary offense." Any summary of fense for which:
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(1) a police officer is authorized to nake an arrest
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under the provisions of any other | aw or court rule; or
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(2) the sentencing authority is authorized to i npose a
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termof inprisonnent as part of the sentence.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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