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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1345 %5

| NTRODUCED BY E. Z. TAYLOR, SCHULER, HARPER, TIGUE, ALLEN
BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BUNT, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI,
CORRI GAN, CGOSTA, CREI GHTON, CURRY, DAILEY, DeLUCA, EGOLF
FEESE, FICHTER, FREEMAN, CEI ST, GECRCGE, GRUCELA, HARHAI
HARHART, HENNESSEY, HERMAN, HORSEY, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KELLER
KI RKLAND, LAUGHLI N, LEDERER, LUCYK, MNAI TLAND, MCALL, MQA LL,
MELI O R M LLER, MJUNDY, PIPPY, PRESTON, RAYMOND, ROCSS,
RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SATHER, SAYLOR, SCRI MENTI, SHANER, SOLOBAY,
STABACK, STURLA, SURRA, TRI CH, WALKO, WATSON, WOJNARCSKI ,
YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK, APRIL 17, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AG NG AND OLDER ADULT SERVI CES,
APRIL 17, 2001

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L. 130, No.48), entitled "An
act relating to health care; prescribing the powers and
duties of the Department of Health; establishing and
provi ding the powers and duties of the State Health
Coordi nati ng Council, health systens agencies and Health Care
Policy Board in the Departnent of Health, and State Health
Facility Hearing Board in the Departnment of Justice;
providing for certification of need of health care providers
and prescribing penalties,” requiring the Departnent of
Health to make inspections of long-termnursing facilities on
an unannounced basis and not near the tinme of the facilities'
annual |icense renewal .

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 809 of the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L. 130,
No. 48), known as the Health Care Facilities Act, anended
Decenber 18, 1992 (P.L.1602, No.179), is anended to read:

Section 809. Term and content of |icense.
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(a) Contents.--All |icenses issued by the departnent under
this chapter shall

(1) be issued for a specified length of tinme as foll ows,
i ncludi ng the provision of section 804(b):

(i) all health care facilities other than hospitals
for a period of one year, and for hospitals for a period
of two years with the expiration date to be the |ast day
of the nmonth in which license is issued,

(i1i) provisional licenses for the length of tine to
be determ ned by the departnent upon issuance of the
provi si onal |icense;

(2) be on a formprescribed by the departnent;

(3) not be transferable except upon prior witten
approval of the departnent;

(4) be issued only to the health care provider and for
the health care facility or facilities naned in the
appl i cation;

(5) specify the maxi mum nunber of beds, if any, to be
used for the care of patients in the facility at any one
time; and

(6) specify Iimtations which have been placed on the
facility.

(b) Posting.--The license shall at all tines be posted in a
conspi cuous place on the provider's prem ses.

(c) Visitation.--Wenever practicable, the departnent shal
make its visitations and other reviews necessary for |icensure
cont enporaneously with simlar visitations and other reviews
necessary for provider certification in the Medi care and nedi cal
assi stance progranms and the departnent shall endeavor to avoid

duplication of effort by the departnment and providers in the
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1 certificate of need, nedical assistance and Medi care provider

2 certification and licensure procedures. [This shall not preclude
3 the departnment from unannounced visits.] The departnent shal

4 ensure that its inspections of long-termcare nursing facilities
5 are on _an unannounced basis. The departnent shall also ensure a
6 mni rum of one annual unannounced visitation which does not

7 occur near the tine of the facility's annual |icense renewal.

8 (d) Use of beds in excess of maximm --Except in case of

9 extrene energency, no |license shall permt the use of beds for
10 inpatient use in the licensed facility in excess of the maxi num
11 nunber set forth in the Iicense without first obtaining witten
12 permssion fromthe departnment: Provided, That during the period
13 of alicense, a health care facility may w thout the prior
14 approval of the departnent increase the total nunber of beds by
15 not nore than ten beds or 10% of the total bed capacity,
16 whichever is |ess.
17 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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