PRI OR PRINTER S NOS. 1179, 3855 PRI NTER S NO. 3948

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1034 *55”

I NTRODUCED BY L. |. COHEN, BROME, COSTA, CRUZ, CURRY, FRANKEL,
GElI ST, KENNEY, MELIO, R M LLER, PISTELLA, RAYMOND, RUBLEY,
TRELLO, WATSQN, C. WLLI AMS, WOINAROSKI AND HARPER,

MARCH 15, 2001

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
JUNE 4, 2002
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for willful failure
to pay support orders, FOR I NVESTI GATI NG PERFORMANCE OF <—
COUNTY AGENCY, FOR ANNUAL REPORTS TO GOVERNOR AND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY AND FOR REPORTS TO DEPARTMENT AND CORONER.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 4354(a) of Title 23 of the Pennsyl vani a
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read:
8§ 4354. WIIful failure to pay support order.
(a) Ofense defined.--An individual who willfully fails to
conply with a support order of a court of this Conmonweal th when

the individual has the financial ability to conply with the

support order commts a [summary of fense] ni sdeneanor of the

third degree.

* * %

SECTI ON 2. SECTI ONS 6343, 6347 AND 6367 OF TI TLE 23 ARE <—
AMENDED BY ADDI NG SUBSECTI ONS TO READ



1 8§ 6343. | NVESTI GATI NG PERFORVANCE OF COUNTY AGENCY.

2 * x %

3 (C) DEPARTMENT REVI EWS AND REPORTS. - -

4 (1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONDUCT CHI LD DEATH REVI EME AND
5 PROVI DE VWRI TTEN REPORTS ON ANY CHI LD DEATH VWHERE CHI LD ABUSE
6 | S SUSPECTED AND WHERE A COUNTY AGENCY HAS | NVESTI GATED CHI LD
7 ABUSE OR NEGECT REPORTS RELATED TO THE CH LD OR TO OTHER

8 CH LDREN OF EITHER OF THE CH LD S PARENTS OR HAS PROVI DED

9 PROTECTI VE OR GENERAL PROTECTI VE SERVI CES | NVOLVI NG THE CH LD
10 OR OTHER CHI LDREN OF EITHER OF THE CH LD S PARENTS. AGENCY

11 PERFORMANCE, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO THE | NVESTI GATI ON
12 OF PRIOR CH LD ABUSE OR NEGLECT REPORTS, ASSESSMVENT OF RI SK,
13 ACCEPTANCE OF THE FAM LY FOR SERVI CES, PROVI SI ON OF SERVI CES,
14 CASE CLOSURE AND COVPLI ANCE WTH THI S CHAPTER AND RELATED

15 REGULATI ONS, MUST BE ANALYZED I N EACH REVI EW AND REPORT. AN
16 EXPLANATI ON REGARDI NG THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF THE REVI EW

17 SHALL BE PROVI DED I'N EACH REPORT.

18 (2)  ON AND AFTER JANUARY 1, 2003, THE CHI LD DEATH REVI EW
19 AND REPORT SHALL BE COVPLETED NO LATER THAN SI X MONTHS
20 FOLLON NG THE DATE OF THE ORAL REPORT OF SUSPECTED CHI LD
21 ABUSE TO THE DEPARTMENT. A COPY OF EACH CHI LD DEATH REPORT

22 SHALL BE MAI NTAINED I N THE APPROPRI ATE HARRI SBURG OFFI CE OF
23 THE DEPARTENT.

24 (3) TH'S SECTION SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO PRECLUDE THE
25 DEPARTMENT FROM REVI EW NG AND PROVI DI NG A WRI TTEN REPORT ON
26 ANY CH LD DEATH WHERE CHI LD ABUSE | S SUSPECTED OR CONFI RMED
27 AND THE AGENCY HAD NO PRIOR I NVOLVEMENT WTH THE CH LD OR THE
28 CHLD S FAMLY.

29 8§ 6347. ANNUAL REPORTS TO GOVERNOR AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
30 * * %
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(€ REPORTS ON CHI LD DEATHS. - - THE DEPARTVENT SHALL PREPARE

AND TRANSM T ANNUALLY TO THE GOVERNOR AND TO THE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY A REPORT_ON I TS FI NDI NGS AND RECOVMENDATI ONS REGARDI NG

| TS CH LD DEATH REVI EWS AND REPORTS CONDUCTED UNDER SECTI ON

6343(C) (RELATI NG TO | NVESTI GATI NG PERFORVANCE OF COUNTY

AGENCY). THE ANNUAL REPORT SHALL I NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO,

THE FOLLOW NG

(1) A BREAKDOWN OF CHI LD DEATHS REVI EMED VERSUS THOSE

NOT_REVI EVED AND A DI SCUSSI ON EXPLAI NI NG THE LACK OF REVI EWS

FOR SOME CHI LD DEATHS.

(2) THE REGULATORY COVPLI ANCE PROBLEMS I DENTIFIED I N THE

COURSE OF THE CHI LD DEATH REVI EWS AND A DI SCUSSI ON OQUTLI NI NG

THE ACTI ONS TAKEN BY THE DEPARTMENT AND THE COUNTY AGENCI ES.

(3) THE PRACTI CE OR DECI SI ON- MAKI NG PROBLEMS | DENTI FI ED

IN THE COURSE OF THE CHI LD DEATH REVI EW5 AND A DI SCUSSI ON

OUTLI NI NG THE ACTI ONS TAKEN BY THE DEPARTMENT AND THE COUNTY

(4) THE GOOD PRACTI CE, EFFECTI VE DECI SI ON MAKI NG AND

REGULATORY COVPLI ANCE I DENTIFIED IN THE COURSE OF THE CH LD

DEATH REVI EW6.

(5) THE NUMBERS OF LI CENSE REVOCATI ONS, PROVI SI ONAL

LI CENSES AND FULL LI CENSES G VEN TO COUNTY AGENCI ES REVI EVED

UNDER SECTI ON 6343( Q).

(6) RECOVIVENDATI ONS FOR ADM NI STRATI VE, REGULATORY OR

STATUTORY CHANGE, | NCLUDI NG | MPROVEMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT' S

MONI TORI NG AND | NSPECTI ON PROCESS, NECESSARY TO FULFILL THE

PURPOSES OF THI S CHAPTER.

§ 6367. REPORTS TO DEPARTMENT AND CORONER

* * %

(€ REPORTS OF CHI LD DEATH. --1 N ADDI TION TO THE CHI LD ABUSE
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REPORT REQUI RED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A), A COUNTY AGENCY SHALL

| MVEDI ATELY PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT REGARDI NG | TS

I N\VOLVEMENT WTH THE CH LD AND WTH EITHER OF THE CHI LD S

PARENTS VWHEN A CHI LD DIES AND CH LD ABUSE | S SUSPECTED. THE

COUNTY AGENCY SHALL | NFORM THE DEPARTMENT OF ANY HI STORY OF

PROTECTI VE OR GENERAL PROTECTI VE SERVI CES PROVI DED TO THE CHI LD

OR TO OTHER CHI LDREN OF EITHER OF THE CH LD S PARENTS BY THE

COUNTY AGENCY UNDER THI S CHAPTER OR BY COURT ORDER AND SHALL

| NFORM THE DEPARTMENT |F THE CH LD WAS I N THE AGENCY' S CUSTODY

AT THE TIME OF THE CH LD S DEATH. THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL

PROVIDE THI S | NFORVATI ON I N WRI TI NG ON FORVS PROVI DED BY THE

DEPARTMENT W THI N 48 HOURS OF THE ORAL REPORT.

SECTI ON 3. THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C WELFARE SHALL PROMULGATE
REGULATI ONS NECESSARY FOR | MPLEMENTI NG THE AMENDMVENT OF 23
PA.C.S. 88 6343, 6347 AND 6367.

Section 2 4. The anendnent of 23 Pa.C. S. § 4354(a) shall <—
apply to offenses commtted on or after the effective date of
this act.

Section 3 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days. <—
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