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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
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READSHAW YOUNGBLOOD, NAI LOR, BELARDI, CORNELL, LYNCH
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DAI LEY, ORI E, CAPPELLI, WOINARCSKI, ZUG DALEY, BELFANTI,
WLT, LEDERER, STABACK, WOGAN, TI GUE, DALLY, FRANKEL, SHANER
JADLOW EC, FAI RCH LD, FORCI ER, CLARK, SCHRCDER, S. M LLER,
FI CHTER, SCHULER, PISTELLA, BASTI AN, E. Z. TAYLOR WALKQO
LEH, ROHRER, SURRA, MARSI CO, SATHER, Cl VERA, M:NAUGHTON,
WASHI NGTON, T. STEVENSON, KELLER, BARRAR, BARD, METCALFE
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GABI G HABAY, MAHER, GORDNER AND Di G ROLAMO, FEBRUARY 8, 2001

SENATOR RHOADES, EDUCATI ON, | N SENATE, AS ANMENDED,
OCTOBER 1, 2002

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the

1
2
3
4
5 laws relating thereto,” further providing for the display of

5 \ ) h -
7 the—nitedStates—+l-ag—andrelati-ng—cerenphi-es;,—or

8

9

0

1 fHags— THE UNI TED STATES FLAG AND RELATI NG CEREMONI ES. <—
11 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

12 hereby enacts as foll ows:

13 Section 1. Section 771 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,

14 No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, anended January

15 8, 1952 (1951 P.L.1856, No.497), is anmended to read:



Section 771. Display of United States Flag; Devel opnent of
Patriotism--(A) The board of school directors in each district
shall, when they are not otherw se provided, purchase a United

States flag, flagstaff, and the necessary appliances therefor,

1

2

3

4

5 and shall display said flag upon or near each public school

6 building in clement weather, during school hours, and at such

7 other times as the board may determ ne.

8 (B) Al boards of school directors, all proprietors or

9 principals of private schools, and all authorities in control of
10 parochial schools or other educational institutions, shal

11 display the United States national flag, not |less than three

12 feet in length, within all school buildings under their control

13 during each day such schools are in session. In all public

14 schools, the board of school directors shall make all rules and
15 necessary regulations for the care and keepi ng of such fl ags.

16 The expense thereof shall be paid by the school district.

17 (C (1) Al supervising officers and teachers in charge of

18 public, private or parochial schools shall [establish and direct

19 the conduct of appropriate daily instruction or cerenonies, or,

20 in lieu thereof,] cause the Flag of the United States of Anerica

28 teachers—rmayoffer BE DI SPLAYED | N EVERY CLASSROOM DURI NG THE

29 HOURS OF EACH SCHOOL DAY, AND SHALL PROVI DE FOR THE RECI TATI ON

30 OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEG ANCE OR THE NATI ONAL ANTHEM AT THE
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BEG NNI NG OF EACH SCHOOL_DAY. STUDENTS MAY DECLINE TO RECI TE THE

PLEDGE OF ALLEG ANCE AND VAY REFRAIN FROM SALUTI NG THE FLAG ON

THE BASIS OF RELI G QUS CONVI CTI ON OR PERSONAL BELI EF. THE

SUPERVI SI NG OFFI CER OF A SCHOOL SUBJECT TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF

TH' S SUBSECTI ON SHALL PROVI DE WRI TTEN NOTI FI CATI ON TO THE

PARENTS OR GUARDI AN OF ANY STUDENT WHO DECLI NES TO RECI TE THE

PLEDGE OF ALLEG ANCE OR WHO REFRAI NS FROM SALUTI NG THE FLAG

(2) TH'S SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY PRI VATE OR

PAROCHI AL SCHOOL FOR VHI CH THE DI SPLAY OF THE FLAG THE

RECI TATI ON OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEG ANCE OR THE SALUTE OF THE FLAG

VIOLATES THE RELI G QUS CONVI CTI ON ON WHI CH THE SCHOCOL 1S BASED

(D) THE SUPERVI SI NG CFFI CERS AND TEACHERS | N CHARGE OF

PUBLI C, PRI VATE OR PAROCCHI AL SCHOOLS MAY CFFER at | east one ful

period per week, for the purpose of affirm ng and devel opi ng

al l egiance to and respect for the Flag of the United States of
America, and for the pronoting of a clear understandi ng of our
American way of life, with all of the unparalleled individual
opportunities, and our republican formof government, with its
responsi veness to najority decisions and demands. Such el enents
shall be included in this programas instruction in the
fundamental principles of our formof governnment, an
under st andi ng of the provisions of the Constitution of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania and the Constitution of the United
States of Anerica, the values to be found in the freedom of
speech, of religion and of the press, the values to be found in
obedi ence to the laws of the |land and the Commonweal th, the

i nportance of exercising the right of franchise, the obligation
of every citizen to stand ready to defend our country at al
times frominfiltration or aggression by those whose acts and

i deol ogi es are contrary to our American philosophy of life.
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1 Section 6 2. This act shall

L19L24DWV5/ 20010H0592B4353 -

t ake effect

in 60 days.



