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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 592 =55

| NTRODUCED BY EGOLF, BENNI NGHOFF, DelLUCA, DeWEESE, ARMSTRONG
READSHAW YOUNGBLOOD, NAI LOR, BELARDI, CORNELL, LYNCH
HENNESSEY, CALTAG RONE, GEI ST, GRUCELA, PHILLIPS, M BAKER
TRAVAGLI O, VANCE, GECRCE, SOLOBAY, FEESE, TULLI, LAUGHLI N
DAI LEY, ORI E, CAPPELLI, WOINARCSKI, ZUG DALEY, BELFANTI,
WLT, LEDERER, STABACK, WOGAN, TI GUE, DALLY, FRANKEL, SHANER
JADLOW EC, FAI RCH LD, FORCI ER, CLARK, MAJOR, SCHRCDER,
S. MLLER FICHTER, SCHULER, PISTELLA, BASTIAN, E. Z. TAYLOR
WALKO, LEH, ROHRER, SURRA, MARSI CO, SATHER, Cl VERA,
MENAUGHTON, WASHI NGTON, T. STEVENSON, KELLER, BARRAR, BARD
METCALFE, HUTCHI NSON, CCOLAFELLA, STERN, HASAY, HESS, CLYMER
M CHLOVI C, LUCYK, PETRARCA, COSTA, HORSEY AND SEMVEL,
FEBRUARY 8, 2001

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, FEBRUARY 8, 2001
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for the display of
the United States flag and for relating cerenonies.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 771 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, anended January
8, 1952 (1951 P.L. 1856, No.497), is anmended to read:

Section 771. Display of United States Flag; Devel opnent of
Patrioti sm--The board of school directors in each district

shall, when they are not otherw se provided, purchase a United
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States flag, flagstaff, and the necessary appliances therefor,
and shall display said flag upon or near each public school
building in clement weather, during school hours, and at such
other tinmes as the board nay determ ne.

Al'l boards of school directors, all proprietors or principals
of private schools, and all authorities in control of parochi al
school s or other educational institutions, shall display the
United States national flag, not |less than three feet in |ength,
within all school buildings under their control during each day
such schools are in session. In all public schools, the board of
school directors shall nake all rules and necessary regul ations
for the care and keeping of such flags. The expense thereof
shall be paid by the school district.

Al'l supervising officers and teachers in charge of public,
private or parochial schools shall [establish and direct the

conduct of appropriate daily instruction or cerenonies, or, in

lieu thereof,] cause the Flag of the United States of Anerica to

be di spl ayed in every classroomduring the hours of each school

day, and shall offer the Pl edge of All eqgi ance or the nati onal

anthemin grades one through twelve at the begi nni ng of each

school day. No pupil may be conpell ed agai nst the pupil's

obj ection, approved in witing, by the pupil's parent or

quardian, to recite the Pl edge of All eqgi ance or to sing the

nati onal anthem In addition, the supervisor, officers and

teachers shall offer at least one full period per week, for the

pur pose of affirm ng and devel oping all egi ance to and respect
for the Flag of the United States of America, and for the
pronoti ng of a clear understanding of our American way of life,
with all of the unparalleled individual opportunities, and our

republi can form of governnent, with its responsiveness to
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maj ority decisions and demands. Such el enents shall be included
in this programas instruction in the fundanmental principles of
our form of governnment, an understandi ng of the provisions of
the Constitution of the Comonweal th of Pennsylvania and the
Constitution of the United States of Anerica, the values to be
found in the freedom of speech, of religion and of the press,
the values to be found in obedience to the |aws of the [and and
t he Commonweal th, the inportance of exercising the right of
franchi se, the obligation of every citizen to stand ready to
defend our country at all times frominfiltration or aggression
by those whose acts and ideol ogies are contrary to our American
phi | osophy of life.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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