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AN ACT

Providing for a Postsecondary Education Tuition Reinmbursenent
Program for volunteer firefighters.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds that, since volunteer firefighters
provi de essential public services and save taxpayers billions of
dollars annually in comunities throughout this Commonwealth,
this act shall provide significant assistance to themin
attaining a quality postsecondary educati on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Vol unteer

Firefighter Postsecondary Education Tuition Reinmbursenent
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Program Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Ener gency Managenent Agency.

"Program ™ The Vol unteer Firefighter Postsecondary Education
Tuition Rei nbursenent Program

"State-owned university.” A university which is part of the
State System of Higher Education as established under Article
XX- A of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the
Publ i ¢ School Code of 1949. The term i ncludes any branch and
canpus of a State-owned university.

"State-related university.” Any of the follow ng:

(1) The Pennsylvania State University.
(2) The University of Pittsburgh.
(3) Tenple University.
(4) VLincoln University.
The termincludes any branch canpus.

"Vol unteer fire conpany.” A nonprofit chartered corporation,
associ ation or organi zation which is located in this
Commonweal th, provides fire protection services and may offer
ot her voluntary enmergency services within this Conmonweal t h.

Vol untary energency services provided by a volunteer fire
conmpany include voluntary anbul ance and voluntary rescue
servi ces.

Section 3. Program

(a) Establishnent.--There is established the Vol unteer
Firefighter Postsecondary Education Tuition Rei nmbursenent

Program
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(b) Credits or paynents.--The program consists of a credit
or paynment by a State-owned university or State-related
university of 50% of a qualified student's share of tuition for
each course credit, with paynent fromthe Commonweal t h goi ng
directly to the State-owned university or State-rel ated
university for such credits or paynents.

(c) Qualifications.--An applicant who neets the foll ow ng
criteriais eligible for participation in the program

(1) The applicant is a resident of this Comobnwealth.
(2) The applicant is a menber in good standing of a

vol unteer fire conpany.

(3) The applicant provides the State-owned university or

State-related university with a sworn or official statenent

of fact by the fire chief, president or comm ssioner of a

vol unteer fire department of which the applicant is a

vol unteer, attesting that the applicant is a nmenber in good

standi ng of the volunteer fire conpany.
Section 4. Reinbursement of tuition costs.

The agency shall reinburse the State-owned university or
State-related university an anount equal to 50% of the cost of a
course credit for each course in which tuition reinbursenent is
granted pursuant to this act. The rei nbursenents nust be
verified by enrollnment and item zed by the applicant for
audi ti ng purposes. The rei nbursenents shall be nade annual |y by
the agency to the appropriate State-related university or State-
owned university.

Section 5. Fundi ng.

The source of funding shall be annual appropriations to the

Pennsyl vani a Emer gency Managenent Agency in the General

Appropriation Act fromthe General Fund in an anmount sufficient
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to make tuition reinbursenment paynents pursuant to this act.
Section 6. Regul ations.

The agency shall promul gate regul ati ons necessary to carry
out this act.
Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect July 1, 2001, or inmediately,
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whi chever is |ater.
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