PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1345, 2735 PRINTER S NO. 2860

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 300 55

| NTRODUCED BY B. SM TH, SCHRODER, READSHAW KREBS, STEELMAN,
HERSHEY, YOUNGBLOOD, J. EVANS, HARHAI, HORSEY, HUTCHI NSQN,
R MLLER, S. MLLER RUBLEY, SANTONI, WALKO, WANSACZ, WLT,
HENNESSEY, ARMSTRONG, COSTA AND HARPER, MARCH 26, 2001

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, NOVEMBER 13, 2001
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AN ACT
Provi di ng for managenent of outdoor night Iighting.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Qutdoor
Li ghting Control Act.

Section 2. Findings.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds that fully shielded Iighting units
consi derably reduce Iight pollution. The General Assenbly
further finds that the replacenent of unshielded Iighting units
with fully shielded lighting units can result in substanti al
lowering in the wattage of the | anp needed to mai ntain an
equi val ent level of lighting on the ground, thereby realizing a
consi der abl e energy savings to the Cormonweal th. Therefore, it
isin the public interest to require the use of fully shiel ded

lighting units to the maxi mum extent possible.
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Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Direct light." Light emtting generally in a downward
direction by a lanp, off a reflector or through a refractor of a
[ighting unit.

"Fully shielded lighting unit.” A lighting unit that is
constructed in such a manner that all light emtted, either
directly fromthe lanmp or indirectly by reflection or refraction
fromany part of the lighting unit, is projected bel ow the
hori zont al .

"Aare." Direct light emtted by a lighting unit that causes
reduced visibility of objects or nonentary blindness.

"Lanp." The conponent of a lighting unit that produces

i ght.
"Light pollution.” General sky glow caused by the scattering
of artificial light in the atnobsphere.

"Lighting unit.” A conplete lighting unit, including a |anp
or |anps together with the parts designed to distribute the
light, to position and protect the | anps and to connect the
| anps to the power supply.

"Lunen."” A specific standard unit of neasurenent of | um nous
flux.

"Qutdoor light fixtures.” Qutdoor artificial illumnating
devices, installed or portable, used for flood-Ilighting, roadway
and area lighting, general illum nation or advertisenent.

"Partially shielded lighting unit.” A lighting unit that is
constructed in such a manner that nore than zero but |ess than

10% of the light emtted, either directly fromthe |lanp or
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indirectly by reflection or refraction fromany part of the
lighting unit, is projected above the horizontal.

"Per manent outdoor lighting unit.”™ Any fixed lighting unit
or systemof lighting units that is outdoors and that is

intended to be used for seven days or | onger.

"Roadway |ighting." Permanent outdoor lighting units that
are specifically intended to illum nate roadways for autonotive
vehi cl es.

"Unshielded lighting unit.” A lighting unit that is
constructed in such a manner that nore than 10% of the |ight
emtted, either directly fromthe lanp or indirectly by
reflection or refraction fromany part of the lighting unit, is
proj ected above the horizontal.

Section 4. Qutdoor lighting control.

(a) Permanent outdoor lighting unit installation.--The
installation of any new or replacenent pernanent outdoor
lighting unit by or for a State agency shall neet the follow ng
condi ti ons:

(1) The new or replacenent unit shall be a fully
shielded lighting unit if the rated output of the |ighting
unit is greater than 1,800 |unens.

(2) The m nimum al |l owance specified by an applicable
recommendati on or regulation shall be used. The average
m ni mum al | ownance adequate for the intended purpose shall be
used if no lighting recommendation or regulation is
applicable, giving full consideration to energy conservation
and gl are.

(3) Reflectorized roadway markers, |ines, warning signs,
i nformational signs or other passive neans shall be utilized

for roadway |ighting except at intersections of two or nore
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1 streets or highways unless it is determ ned that the purpose
2 of the lighting installation or replacenent cannot be

3 achi eved by these neans.

4 (4) Adequate consideration shall be given to conserving
5 energy and mnim zing glare and |ight pollution.

6 (b) Exceptions.--The follow ng instances shall be exenpt

7 fromthe requirenents of subsection (a):

8 (1) Were Federal laws, rules or regul ati ons preenpt

9 State regul ati ons.

10 (2) Were fire, police, rescue or repair personnel need
11 light for tenporary energencies or road repair work.

12 (3) Were there are special requirenents, such as sports
13 facilities, historic decorative considerations or flag

14 lighting. Al such lighting shall be selected and installed
15 to shield the lanmp or lanps fromdirect viewto the greatest
16 extent possible and to mnimze upward lighting and |i ght

17 pol | uti on.

18 (4) \Were there is substantial nighttime pedestrian

19 traffic in an urban area and an engi neer experienced in
20 outdoor lighting has deenmed it necessary to pernmt the
21 installation of partially shielded Iighting units.
22 (5) Were it has been determ ned that a reasonable
23 safety and security interest exists that cannot be addressed
24 by anot her nethod wi t hout increasing the cost or reducing the
25 ef fectiveness of the l|ighting.
26 (c) Inplenmentation.--The Governor shall be responsible for

27 the inplenmentation of this section.

28 Section 5. Dark Sky Preserve.

29 (a) Designation.--The Departnent of Conservation and Natural
30 Resources shall identify and designate Cherry Springs State Park
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in Potter County as a Dark Sky Preserve.

(b) Managenent.--The Departnent of Conservation and Nat ural
Resources shall manage Cherry Springs State Park in a manner to
elimnate or prevent light pollution and preserve the
exceptional conditions necessary for astronom cal observations.
Section 6. Applicability.

The provisions of this act shall not supersede any ot her
Federal or State law controlling lighting, light fixtures or
units, signage, outdoor advertising, displays or devices.
Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect A—606—days JULY 1, 2002. <—
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