PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 206

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 219 =55

| NTRODUCED BY M BAKER, CLYMER, CORNELL, PHILLIPS, BARRAR,

BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, BENNI NGHOFF, CALTAGQ RONE, Cl VERA,

L. 1. COHEN, DAILEY, EGCLF, FLICK, FRANKEL, GEI ST, GEORGE,
HENNESSEY, LEDERER, MANN, ORI E, PETRONE, RCSS SATHER,
SCRI MENTI, STABACK, STEELMAN, E. Z. TAYLOR, WASHI NGTON,
WOINARCSKI  AND YEWC C, JANUARY 25, 2001

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 4, 2001
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Novenber 24, 1998 (P.L.882, No.111),

entitled "An act providing for victins' rights; inposing
penal ti es; establishing renmedies; establishing the Ofice of
Victi m Advocate, the Bureau of Victins' Services, the
Victinms' Services Advisory Comrittee, the State O f ender
Supervi sion Fund and ot her funds; and naking repeals,"
further providing for powers and duties of victimadvocate,
for preparole notification to victimand for petitions to
deny parol e upon expiration of mninmm sentence.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

24,

Section 1. Sections 302, 501 and 502 of the act of Novenber
1998 (P.L.882, No.111), known as the Crine Victins Act, are

anended to read:

Secti on 302. Powers and duties of victimadvocate.

The victimadvocate has the foll ow ng powers and duti es:
(1) To represent the interests of individual crine
victinms before the board, department or hearing exam ner.

(2) To supervise the victimnotification duties

PRINTER S N0 1510



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

presently conducted by the board.
(3) To assist in and coordinate the preparation of

[oral] testinmony by the crine victins as set forth in

sections 501(c) and 502 or the subm ssion of ORAL, witten or

deci si on.

(4) To represent the interests of a crine victimunder
section 502.

(5) To act as a liaison with the victimnotification
programdirector in the departnment to coordinate victim
notification and services for the departnent and the board.
The victimadvocate is authorized to address the interests of
all victinms before the board, departnent or hearing exam ner
concerning any issues deterni ned appropriate by the victim
advocat e.

Section 501. Preparole notification to victim

(a) Persons to be notified.--No [ater than 90 days prior to
the parol e date of an offender, the victimadvocate shall notify
the victimof the offense for which the of fender was sentenced,
the parent or legal guardian of a victimwho is a mnor or a
menber of the famly if the victimis incapable of conmunicating
or has died and shall provide the appropriate person with an
opportunity to submt a preparole statenment expressing concerns
or recommendati ons regardi ng the parole or parol e supervision of
t he of f ender.

(b) Enrollnment.--A victimor nmenber of the famly is
responsi ble for notifying the victimadvocate of the victims or
famly menber's intent to submt a preparole statenent regarding
the parol e or parole supervision of the offender. The notice

shall include a mailing address or change of address
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notification.
(c) Procedure.--The victimadvocate shall notify the person
at the person's |ast known nmiling address. The person shal

submt the ORAL, witten or videotaped preparole statenent to

the victimadvocate within 30 days of the date of notice. The
preparol e statenment shall be considered by the board during
preparati on of the parole plan.
Section 502. Petitions to deny parol e upon expiration of

m ni mum sent ence.

(a) Petition.--Upon the request of a victimwho has notified
the board in witing of the victims desire to have input and
make conment prior to a parole rel ease decision, the victim
advocate shall either petition the board as to the speci al
conditions of release which may be inposed or that the offender
not be parol ed based upon the statenment that the victim
subm tted under section 501.

(b) Appearance.--The victimor the victims representative
shall be permtted to appear in person before the board or

hearing examner or, in the alternative, the victinis testinony

may be presented by conference call. The testinony of a victim

before the board shall be confidential. Records naintained by
the departnent and the board pertaining to victinms shall be kept
separate. Current address, tel ephone nunber and any ot her
personal information of the victimand famly nenbers shall be
deened confidential .

(c) Action.--The board, upon petition and after an
interview, may do any of the follow ng:

(1) Oder that special conditions of parole be placed
upon the offender or the offender not be parol ed based upon

the continuing effect of the crine on the victim

20010H0219B1510 - 3 -



1 (2) Oder that the offender not be paroled if the board
2 finds that:

3 (1) the offender would pose a risk or danger to the
4 victimor the famly of the victimif the offender were
5 rel eased on parole; or

6 (i1i) the interests of the Conmmonweal th woul d

7 ot herwi se be injured.

8 (d) Notice.--The board shall notify the victimof its

9 decision prior to a release of the offender.

10 (e) District attorney.--Notw thstandi ng any other statutory
11 provision, the office of the district attorney of the sentencing
12 county may notify a crinme victimof a pending rel ease deci sion
13 and act on the victims behalf or onits ow initiative to

14 submt conments and represent the interests of a crinme victim
15 before the board prior to a rel ease deci sion.

16 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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