PRINTER S No. 135

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 158 %5

| NTRODUCED BY CGEORGE, DeWEESE, YOUNGBLOOD, CAPPABI ANCA,
LESCOVI TZ, MELI O SANTONI, BELARDI, READSHAW CALTAG RONE,
CORRI GAN, ORI E, WALKO, MANDERI NO, WANSACZ, CLARK, COY,
SHANER, TRAVAGLI O, DeLUCA, GRUCELA, LAUGHLI N, BELFANTI,
BUXTON, SOLOBAY, RUBLEY, FRANKEL, STURLA, KIRKLAND, TI GUE,
RUFFI NG FEESE, TRICH, M| LHATTAN, STABACK, KELLER,
SCRI MENTI, TANGRETTI, HARHAI, CURRY, SURRA, LUCYK, M CHLOVIC,
M COHEN, LEVDANSKY, COSTA, PETRARCA, SAI NATO, WATERS,
D. EVANS, HALUSKA, LEH WOINARCSKI, BI SHOP, PI STELLA, BOYES,
YUDI CHAK AND GRUI TZA, JANUARY 23, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
JANUARY 23, 2001
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AN ACT
Aut hori zing the Departnent of Public Welfare to issue Low | ncone
Hone Energy Assistance Grants; and establishing the Energency
Ener gy Fund.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Low I ncone
Hone Energy Assistance G ant Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the

Commpnweal t h.



1 "Househol d.”™ An individual or group of individuals,

2 including related roonmers, who |live together as one econom c

3 wunit that customarily pays for its hone heating energy either

4 directly to a vendor or indirectly as an undesi gnated part of

5 rent.

6 "Ll HEAP. " The Low I ncone Hone Energy Assi stance Program

7 authorized by the Low I ncome Hone Energy Assistance Act of 1981
8 (Public Law 97-35, 42 U S.C. § 8621 et seq.) and adm nistered by
9 the Departnent of Public Welfare.

10 Section 3. Low Incone Hone Energy Assi stance.

11 (a) Authorization.--The departnent shall apply for and

12 expend Federal funds for LIHEAP and shall establish the

13 Pennsylvani a Low I ncomre Honme Energy Assistance Cash, Crisis and
14 Weat heri zati on Program

15 (b) Incone eligibility requirenents.--

16 (1) Except as otherw se provided for in paragraph (2), a
17 househol d may apply for benefits under the prograns

18 established in subsection (a) and shall receive benefits if
19 t he household neets the following inconme eligibility
20 requi renents: the household has a dwelling unit occupied by
21 one or nore persons with an incone at or bel ow 150% of the
22 Federal poverty guideline anmount.
23 (2) The Governor may, by regulation, raise the incone
24 eligibility requirenents set forth in paragraph (1) above
25 150% of the Federal poverty guideline anbunt for the
26 foll ow ng reasons:
27 (i) weather conditions;
28 (ii) energy costs; or
29 (ti1) manmade or natural disasters.
30 (c) Prebuying.--The departnent shall devel op strategies for
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prebuyi ng and maki ng bul k purchases of fuel in order to reduce

the adverse effects of market fluctuations and mninze the

over al |

(d)

cost to the Commonweal t h.
Amount of grants. --
(1) Except as provided for in paragraph (2):

(i) The department shall meke crisis and cash awards
fromthe Energency Energy Fund on a sliding scale based
on househol d income with grants for each programrangi ng
froma mninum of $50 for each type of grant to a maxi mum
of $400.

(i1i) The departnent shall establish guidelines to
prioritize available funds for potential eligible
househol ds of a weat heri zati on conponent.

(tit) If any LIHEAP recipient is not eligible under
Federal eligibility guidelines for a LI HEAP cash or
crisis grant or if there are not enough Federal funds to
assist all eligible househol ds under Federal rules and
regul ations, then the departnent shall issue State grants
up to the maxi mum | evel under subparagraph (i).

(2) The Governor may, by regulation, increase the grant

anounts set forth in paragraph (1) for the foll ow ng reasons:

(i) weather conditions;
(ii) energy costs; or

(ti1) manmade or natural disasters.

Section 4. Enmergency Energy Fund.

(a)

Est abli shed.--A fund is hereby established in the State

Treasury to be known as the Emergency Energy Fund. The noneys of

the fund are hereby appropriated on a continuing basis to carry

out the provisions of this act.

(b)

Source of funding.--Twenty-five percent of the rebate
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30

noney remai ni ng uncl ai mred as of Decenber 31, 2000, out of the
appropriation for the paynent of homeowners' property tax rebate
made to the Departnent of Revenue for fiscal year 2000-2001
under section 220 of the act of May 24, 2000 (P.L. , No. 21A),
known as the General Appropriation Act of 2000, shall be
transferred to the Enmergency Energy Fund to be used for the
pur poses set forth in this act.

(c) Uilization of enmergency Federal funds.--

(1) Federal funds available for and resulting from
energency, supplenmental or additional allocations of Federal
grants for | owincome home energy assistance may be added to
t he noneys transferred under subsection (b) or to funds
appropriated or that may be used for the purposes prescribed
by the Federal Governnent.

(2) In addition to the noneys appropriated under the act
of May 24, 2000 (P.L. , No. 21A), known as the Cenera
Appropriation Act of 2000, all noneys received fromthe
Federal Governnent for the purpose of |owincone hone energy
assi stance shall be paid into the Emergency Energy Fund and
are hereby appropriated out of the Energency Energy Fund to
t he departnents, boards, comm ssions or agencies designated
by the Governor

(3) In the event the General Assenbly fails to act in
sufficient time, the Governor is authorized through executive
aut hori zation to provide up to $60, 000,000 in Federal funds
to i nplenent the provisions of this act.

Section 5. Regul ations.
The departnent shall pronmulgate rules and regul ations
necessary to inplenent this act.

Secti on 6. Ef fecti ve date.
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1 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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