SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 13, 1624 PRINTER S NO. 1876

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 23 %%

| NTRODUCED BY MAHER, HABAY, PI PPY, COSTA, PISTELLA, DI VEN
PRESTON, PETRONE, RUFFI NG KAISER AND T. STEVENSON
JANUARY 23, 2001

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, MAY 7, 2001
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), entitled,
as anmended, "An act relating to counties of the second cl ass
and second cl ass A, anendi ng, revising, consolidating and
changing the laws relating thereto,” providing for optional
assessed value limtations; EXTENDI NG THE DEADLI NE FOR <—
ASSESSMENT APPEALS | N COUNTI ES OF THE SECOND CLASS; AND
MAKI NG A REPEAL
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), known
as the Second C ass County Code, is anended by addi ng ar—-artiecle <—
ARTI CLES to read: <—

Article Xl X-A

Opti onal Assessed Value Limtations

Secti on 1901- A Definitions.--The foll owi ng words and

phrases as used in this article shall be construed to have the

fol |l ow ng nmeani nQ:

"Base year assessed value," the assessed val ue upon whi ch
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the real property tax is levied by the political subdivision in

the year prior to the first year real property taxes are | evi ed

under a nandated county-w de reassessnent.

"Honestead," shall have the sanme neaning as set forth in the

act of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), known as the "Seni or

Citi zens Rebate and Assi stance Act."

"Mandat ed county-w de reassessnent," the applicati on of new

assessed values resulting froma county-w de revision of

assessnent of real property that is conpl eted pursuant to a

court order.

"Qualified owner-occupant,” a clainmant as defined by the act

of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), known as the "Senior Ctizens

Rebat e and Assi stance Act," who is qualified to receive a

property tax rebate under the "Senior Citi zens Rebate and

Assi st ance Act."

"Tax-neutral assessed value," the assessed val ue cal cul at ed

under section 1903-A.

"Tax-neutral ratio," the ratio conputed by dividing the

total assessed values for all properties in the school district

in the first year after a nandated county-w de reassessnent by

the assessed values for all properties in the school district in

the year immedi ately prior to a nandated county-w de

reassessnent.

Section 1902-A. Optional Limtati ons on Assessed Val ue.--A

county of the second class or a political subdivision |ocated

within a county of the second cl ass may, by adopti ng an

ordi nance or resolution, utilize the tax-neutral assessed val ue

when | evying the real property tax on the honestead of a

qual i fi ed owner-occupant after a nandated county-w de

reassessnent.
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Section 1903-A. Calcul ation of Tax-Neutral Assessed Val ue. --

If a political subdivision has adopted an ordi nance or

resol uti on under section 1902-A the assessed val ue of the

honmestead of a qualified owner-occupant shall not exceed the

base year assessed value of the honmestead nultiplied by the tax-

neutral ratio for the school district in which the honestead i s

| ocated. The maxi mum assessed val ue cal cul ated under this

section shall apply only to the real property tax | evied by the

political subdivision that has adopted the ordi nance or

resol uti on.

Secti on 1904- A. Dur ati on of Tax-Neutral Assessed Val ue.--The

t ax-neutral assessed val ue of the honestead shall continue in

effect until the earlier of:

(1) the first year the owner of the honestead fails to neet

the requirenents to receive A property tax rebate under the act

of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), known as the "Senior Ctizens

Rebat e and Assi stance Act": or

(2) the date of the sale or transfer of the property to a

person other than the spouse of the qualified owner-occupant.

Section 1905-A Adnministration.--A county of the second cl ass

shall adm ni ster the qualificati on of honeowners for a tax-

neutral assessed val ue under this act on behalf of all other

political subdivisions within the county. A person who has

qualified for and received a property tax rebate under the act

of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), known as the "Senior Ctizens

Rebat e and Assi stance Act," shall not be required to file any

addi ti onal application with the county in order to receive the

tax-neutral assessed value with respect to real property taxes

|l evied by a political subdivision adopti ng an ordi nance or

resol uti on under section 1902-A.
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Section 1906-A. Sharing of Information.--The Secretary of

Revenue is authorized and directed to provide a county of the
second class with the property tax—+rebateinformtioninthe <—
L d ) | g ) : : I I
assessrent—under—this—act— NAMVES AND ADDRESSES, AS WELL AS <—

MUNI Cl PAL_AND SCHOOL DI STRICT CODES, OF I NDIVIDUALS RESIDING I N

THE COUNTY WWHO RECEI VED A PROPERTY TAX REBATE DURI NG THE LAST

COVPLETED CALENDAR YEAR. The infornmati on provi ded by the

secretary shall be confidential and shall not be used for

pur poses other than the admi nistration of this act.

ARTICLE XI X-B <—

SPECI AL_PROVI SI ONS_FOR ASSESSMENTS

SECTI ON 1901-B. DEADLI NE FOR ASSESSVENT APPEALS.

IN THE YEAR 2001, THE BOARD OF PROPERTY ASSESSMVENT APPEALS

AND REVI EW SHALL PERM T APPEALS TO BE TAKEN FROM ASSESSMENTS UP

TO AND I NCLUDI NG JUNE 1, AND NO LATER, N ANY COUNTY OF THE

SECOND CLASS, NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY CONTRARY PROVI SI ON CONTAI NED

I N ANY ADM NI STRATI VE CODE OR RESOLUTI ON ADOPTED BY THE COUNTY.

FOR YEARS BEG NNI NG W TH 2002, THE FI NAL DATE BY VWH CH APPEALS

MAY BE TAKEN FROM ASSESSMVENTS OF PROPERTI ES SHALL BE DETERM NED
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AS PROVI DED BY ORDI NANCE

Section 3 2. Section 11 of the act of June 21, 1939

(P.L.626, No.294), referred to as the Second C ass County

1
2
3
4 Assessnent Law, is repealed insofar as it
5 section 2 of this act.

6

is inconsistent with

Section 24 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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