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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Novenber 24, 1998 (P.L.882, No.111),
entitled "An act providing for victins' rights; inposing
penal ti es; establishing renmedies; establishing the Ofice of

Victi m Advocate, the Bureau of Victins' Services, the

Victinms' Services Advisory Comrittee, the State O f ender

Supervi sion Fund and ot her funds; and naking repeals,"

further providing for the definition of "victim" for

menber ship and for powers and duties of the conmttee; and

maki ng appropri ations.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "victinmt in section 103 of the
act of Novenber 24, 1998 (P.L.882, No.111), known as the Crine
Victins Act, is anended to read:

Section 103. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

"Victim" The termmnmeans the follow ng:



1 (1) A direct victim

2 (2) A parent or legal guardian of a child who is a

3 direct victim except when the parent or |egal guardian of

4 the child is the all eged of fender.

5 (2.1) A mnor child who is a naterial witness to any of
6 the following crinmes and offenses under 18 Pa.C. S. (relating
7 to crines and offenses) conmitted or attenpted against a

8 nmenber _of the child's famly:

9 (i) Chapter 25 (relating to crimnal hom cide).

10 (ii) Section 2702 (relating to aggravated assault).
11 (iii) Section 3121 (relating to rape).

12 (3) Afamly nenber of a homcide victim including

13 stepbrothers or stepsisters, stepchildren, stepparents or a
14 fiance, one of whomis to be identified to receive

15 comuni cation as provided for in this act, except where the
16 famly menber is the alleged of fender.

17 * x *

18 Section 2. Sections 321(b)(7) and 322 of the act are anmended
19 to read:

20 Section 321. Committee.

21 * %k
22 (b) Menbership.--The commttee shall consist of 15 nenbers:
23 * %

24 (7) N ne individuals appointed by the Governor.

25 Menbers under this paragraph nmust represent direct victins,
26 Statewi de victinms' coalitions, prosecution-based

27 victimw tness prograns and other victimservice or victim
28 advocacy organi zations, the courts, nenbers of | ocal

29 government and other victinms' organizations or organi zations
30 involved in the coordination or delivery of services to
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1 direct victinms. At least one of the Governor's appointees

2 shall be a representative of a victins' services agency

3 working directly with children and at | east one shall be a

4 district attorney.

5 * %

6 Section 322. Powers and duties of commttee.

7 The commttee has the foll owi ng powers and duti es:

8 (1) To serve in an advisory capacity to the comm ssion,
9 i ncludi ng the bureau, through the committee's participation
10 in the devel opnent of that part of the commi ssion's plan

11 relating to direct victins' services and conpensati on.

12 (1.1) To advise the conm ssion on the devel opnent of

13 direct services for children who are nmaterial wtnesses to
14 the assault, nurder or rape of a famly nenber.

15 (2) To performthose functions related to the direct

16 approval and di sbursenent of financial assistance in an

17 advi sory capacity only. The commttee shall have the

18 opportunity to review and coment on applications other than
19 applications for clains for conpensation pursuant to sections
20 702 and 706 within 30 days after receipt of the application
21 fromthe comm ssion
22 (3) To advise the comm ssion on the definition,
23 devel opnment and correl ati on of progranms and projects and the
24 establishment of priorities for direct victins' services and
25 conpensat i on.
26 (4) To devel op standards, nethods and procedures for
27 eval uating and nonitoring direct victins' services.
28 (5) Upon request, to provide assistance and advice to
29 the comm ssion on any other matters relating to direct
30 victinms' services and conpensati on.
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(6) To receive staff support fromthe conm ssion and the
bureau in order to adequately performthe duties provided for
in this section.

Section 3. (a) The sum of $1,000,000 is appropriated to the
Commi ssion on Crinme and Delinquency to provide grants to
district attorneys for investigation and prosecution of crines
agai nst child victins and for ongoing training and hiring of |aw
enf orcenent personnel.

(b) The sum of $1,000,000 is appropriated to the
Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssion on Crinme and Del i nquency to provide
grants to counties to inprove the delivery and coordi nati on of
mental health services to children who are direct victinms. These
funds shall be used for the evaluation and treatnent of children
who are direct victinms during the investigation, treatnment and
prosecution of the violence against them Were possible, the
funds shall be awarded to nmultidisciplinary community-based
prograns that are conprehensive service delivery nodels
i ncorporating a continuumof care ained at neeting the physical
and enotional needs of children directly victimzed by crine.

(c) The sum of $1,000,000 is appropriated to the
Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssion on Crinme and Del i nquency to provide
grants to crimnal justice agencies or comrunity-based victim
service agencies to inprove the availability of nmental health
and court preparation services for children prior to and during
the child s testinony in crimnal court proceedings.

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

J19L44JLW 20000S1577B2268 - 4 -



