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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1339 %%

I NTRODUCED BY MOWERY, MARCH 15, 2000

REFERRED TO STATE GOVERNMENT, MARCH 15, 2000
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AN ACT
Decl ari ng and adopting the poem "I ndependence,” by Janes C.
Kanel os, as the State poem of the Commobnweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Oficial State poem
The poem "I ndependence,” by Janes C. Kanel os, is hereby
adopted as the State poem of Pennsylvania and shall be the
of ficial poemfor all public purposes upon satisfaction of the
requi renents of section 2. The lyrics of the poem are as
fol | ows:
| NDEPENDENCE
"In Seventeen Hundred and Seventy Si X,
The Decl aration was affi xed,
Each nmenber signed with Feathered Quill,
To bring us all, Peace and Good-wil|.

It has been said, to all accord,

"The Pen is mghtier than the Sword,"
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Qur | ndependence W Have Wn,
Now a New Nation has begun.

Wth passing years, so Strong and Free,
Anericans, We're Proud to be,
Around the Wrld, let it be told,
The Precious Freedom That we hol d.

Let us not Forget, the Many Brave,
Wiose efforts nade, 'OLD GLORY' wave.
United we Stand, Divided we fall,
| ndependence we'll cherish, For One
and For All."
Section 2. Assignnment of copyright.

(a) Duty of Governor.--The Governor, on behalf of the
Commonweal th, shall obtain fromthe owner of the copyright of
t he poem an assignnment of all right, title and interest in the
copyright to the poemto the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a and
shall publish the date of the assignment as a notice in the
Pennsyl vani a Bulletin. The date of that publication shall be the
date of adoption of the official poem

(b) Consideration prohibited.--No paynent or other
consi deration shall be paid anyone whosoever for the assignnment
of the poem

(c) Reproduction without charge.--After the assignnent is
obt ai ned by the Governor, the Comonweal th shall not charge
anyone for reproduction of the official poem
Section 3. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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