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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1218 %%

| NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, ROBBI NS, MELLOW COSTA, VWH TE, MOVERY,
TI LGHVAN AND MUSTO, NOVEMBER 30, 1999

REFERRED TO STATE GOVERNMENT, NOVEMBER 30, 1999
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of August 21, 1953 (P.L.1323, No.373), entitled

"An act concerning notaries public; and anendi ng, revising,

consolidating and changing the law relating thereto," further

providing for register and copies of records; and providing
for identification of signers.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 15 of the act of August 21, 1953
(P.L.1323, No.373), known as The Notary Public Law, is anended
to read:

Section 15. Register; Copies of Records.--(a) Every notary
public shall keep an accurate register of all official acts by
hi m done by virtue of his office, and shall, when thereunto
required, give a certified copy of any record in his office to
any person applying for sanme. Said register shall contain the

date of the act, the character of the act, [and] the date and

parties to the instrunment, [and] the signature of each person

whose signature is notarized and of each wi tness, a statenent

detailing how each signer was identified, and the amount of the
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fee collected for the service.

(b) The register and other public papers of such notary
shall not in any case be liable to be sized, attached or taken
in execution for debt or for any demand what soever.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 16. 1. Identification of Signers.--(a) The officer

notari zing the i nstrunent shall know t hrough personal know edge

or shall have satisfactory evidence that the person appeari ng

before the notary is the person described in and who executed

the instrunment.

(b) An officer who conplies with this section shall be

deened to have satisfied the requi renents of section 5 of the

act of July 24, 1941 (P.L.490, No.188), known as the Uniform

Acknowl edgnent Act, in the taking of an acknow edgnent.

(c) For the purposes of this section:

"Per sonal know edge" neans havi ng an acquai nt ance, derived

fromassociation with the individual in relation to other people

and based upon a chain of circunstances surroundi ng the

i ndi vidual, which establishes the individual's identity.

"Sati sfactory evidence" neans the reliance on the

presentati on of:

(1) a current, governnent-i ssued identification card bearing

a phot ograph, signature, physical description and serial or

i dentification nunber; or

(2) the oath or affirmation of a credible witness who is

personally known to the notary and who personally knows the

i ndi vi dual .

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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