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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1154 =3
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), entitled,
as anmended, "An act relating to counties of the first, third,
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth classes; anendi ng,
revi sing, consolidating and changing the laws relating
thereto; relating to inposition of excise taxes by counti es,

i ncl udi ng authorizing inposition of an excise tax on the

rental of notor vehicles by counties of the first class; and

provi ding for regional renaissance initiatives," further
regul ati ng contractors, grounds and buil di ngs and bri dges,

vi aducts and cul verts.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1801 of the act of August 9, 1955
(P.L.323, No.130), known as The County Code, anended July 10,
1990 (P.L.379, No.89), is anended to read:

Section 1801. Comm ssioners Sole Contractors for County. --
(a) The county conm ssioners shall contract for and purchase
all services referred to in section five hundred ei ght and
personal property for county officers and agencies. Al
contracts and purchases not in excess of ten thousand dollars

($10, 000) shall be by note or menorandum in witing, signed by
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the county comm ssioners, or their [agent] designee. A copy of
all such notes and nmenorandunms and all witten contracts shal
be filed in the office of the controller, if any, and, if not,
then with the chief clerk of the comm ssioners.

(b) Witten or telephonic price quotations fromat | east
three qualified and responsible contractors shall be requested
for all contracts that exceed four thousand dollars ($4,000) but
are less than the anmount requiring advertisenment and conpetitive
bidding or, in lieu of price quotations, a nmenorandum shall be
kept on file showing that fewer than three qualified contractors
exist in the market area within which it is practicable to
obtain quotations. A witten record of tel ephonic price
guot ati ons shall be made and shall contain at |east the date of
the quotation, the nane of the contractor and the contractor's
representative, the construction, reconstruction, repair,
mai nt enance or work which was the subject of the quotation and
the price. Witten price quotations, witten records of
t el ephonic price quotations and nenoranda shall be retained for
a period of three years.

(c) The conm ssioners shall, where possible, anticipate the

needs of the various officers, [and] agencies and operations of

the county and endeavor to purchase in whol esale quantities,
where practicabl e and where savings coul d be achi eved thereby.
The comm ssioners may make contracts and purchases for al
pur poses expressly or inpliedly authorized by |aw.

Section 2. Section 1802 of the act, anmended or added
Sept ember 21, 1959 (P.L.921, No.369), Cctober 4, 1978 (P.L.1033,
No. 232), July 10, 1990 (P.L.379, No.89), Novenmber 29, 1990
(P.L.571, No.144) and June 18, 1998 (P.L.515, No.72), is anended

to read:
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Section 1802. Contract Procedures; Terns and Bonds;
Advertising for Bids.--(a) All contracts for services and
personal property where the anobunt thereof exceeds the sum of
ten thousand dollars ($10,000), shall be witten and shall,
except as otherw se hereinafter specified, be nmade by
advertising for bids.

(b) Contracts or purchases in excess of ten thousand doll ars

($10, 000), except those hereinafter mentioned, and except as

provi ded by the act of October 27, 1979 (P.L.241, No.78),

entitled "An act authorizing political subdivisions,

muni ci pality authorities and transportati on authorities to enter

into contracts for the purchase of goods and the sal e of real

and personal property where no bids are received," shall not be

made except with and fromthe | owest responsible and responsive

bi dder submitting a bid in conformty with the specifications

approved by the board of conm ssioners for the contract or

purchase, after due notice in one newspaper of general
circulation, published or circulating in the county, at | east
three tines at intervals of not |ess than three days where daily
newspapers of general circulation are enpl oyed for such
publication, or in case weekly newspapers are enployed then the
notice shall be published once a week for two successive weeks.
The first advertisenent shall be published not | ess than ten
days prior to the date fixed for the opening of bids. The
requi renents of this subsection need not be followed in cases of
energency, but in such cases the actual energency shall be
decl ared and stated by resolution of the comm ssioners.

(c) Al bids shall be received by the controller, or if
there be no controller, then by the chief clerk of the county

conmmi ssioners, in sealed envel opes[, and shall be opened in the
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presence of the controller, or chief clerk as the case nmay be,
by the conm ssioners and the contract awarded thereon]. Bids

shal|l be opened publicly at a tine and pl ace specified in the

adverti senent for bids, in the presence of the controller, or

chief clerk as the case may be, by the conm ssioners or their

desi gnee. The controller, or the chief clerk as the case nmay be,
shall keep a record of all such bids and awards, and the
controller shall certify no [voucher] checks for contracts not
made agreeably thereto.

(d) The amount or price of the contract shall, in all cases
whet her of straight sale price, conditional sale, [bailnment]

| ease, | ease purchase or otherw se, be the entire anmount which

the county pays to the successful bidder, or his assigns, |ess

t he val ue of personal property transferred fromthe county to

the bidder, or his assigns, at any tine during the duration of

the contract, in order to obtain the services or property, or

bot h, and shall not be construed to nean only the anpbunt which
is paid to acquire title, or to receive any other particul ar

benefit or benefits of the whole bargain. The val ue of personal

property transferred to the bidder or his assigns upon execution

of the contract shall be specified in the bid. The nethod of

deternining the val ue of personal property transferred to the

bi dder or his assigns at a tine during the duration of the

contract shall be specified in the bid, and shall be determn ned

usi ng generally accepted val uati on net hods.

(e) The acceptance of bids by advertising required herein

shal| be nmade by the conmi ssioners and shall only be nmade by

publ i ¢ announcenment at the neeting at which bids are opened, or
at a subsequent neeting, the tinme and place of which shall be

publicly announced when bids are so opened. If for any reason
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the award is not nade at either of the above neetings, the sane
busi ness nay be transacted at any subsequent neeting, the tine
and place of which shall have been announced at the previous
neeting held for such award. [At such third neeting, the

commi ssioners shall either award the contract or shall reject

all bids.] The contract shall be awarded, or all bids shall be

rejected, within thirty days of the opening of the bids, except

for bids subject to 62 Pa.C.S. (relating to procurenent).

Thirty-day extensions of the date for the award nay be nade by

the nutual witten consent of the conm ssioners and any bi dder

who wi shes to remai n under consi deration for award. The

commi ssi oners shall excuse from consi derati on any bi dder not

wi shing to agree to a request for extension of the date for the

award and shall rel ease such bidder fromany bid bond or simlar

bid security furni shed under subsection (f). Al contracts shal

be filed with the controller, or with the chief clerk as the
case nmay be, inmmediately after their execution.

(f) [Al bids advertised for shall be acconpani ed by cash,
by a certified good faith check or by a cashier's check drawn
upon a bank authorized to do business in this Commonweal th, in
an anmount required by the comm ssioners but not |less than ten
per centum of the bid, or by a bond with corporate surety in
such amount as the conm ssioners shall determ ne, but not |ess

than ten per centum of the anount bid.] The comm ssioners nay

requi re that any bids adverti sed be acconpani ed by cash, by a

certified check, cashier's check, bank good faith check or other

irrevocable letter of credit in a reasonabl e anount drawn upon a

bank authori zed to do business in this Conmbnwealth, or by a

bond with corporate surety in a reasonabl e anpunt. \Wenever it

is required that a bid be acconpani ed by cash, certified check,
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cashier's check, bank good faith check or other irrevocabl e

letter of credit or bond, no bid shall be consi dered unl ess so

acconpani ed. In the event any bidder shall, upon award of the

contract to him fail to conply with the requirenents
hereinafter stated as to [a bond] security guaranteeing the

performance of the contract, the [good faith deposit by cash,

certified check, cashier's check or bond] security furnished

under this subsection shall be forfeited to the county as

i qui dat ed damages.

(g) [The] For contracts which involve the furnishing of

| abor and materials such as constructi on contracts, the

successful bidder, when [advertising] a formal bid is required

herein, [shall] may be required to furnish a bond or irrevocabl e

letter of credit or other security in an anpbunt sufficient to

t he conm ssi oners guarant eei ng performnce of the contract][,

with sufficient surety in the amount of fifty per centum of the
anount of the contract] within thirty days after the contract
has been awarded, unless the conm ssioners shall prescribe a

shorter period. Performance security for services and contracts

for |abor and nmaterials delivered on a periodic basis,

including, but not linited to, food service contracts, hone

health services and janitorial services and supplies, nmay be

conputed on the expected average val ue for one or nore nonths,

at the discretion of the conm ssioners. Upon failure to furnish

such [bond] security within the tine fixed, the previous awards
shall be void. [The above mandatory provisions of this
subsection shall not apply to contracts for the purchase of

not or vehicles or other pieces of equipnment but shall apply only
to contracts which involve the furnishing of |abor and

materials.] Deliveries, performances and guarantees may be
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required in all cases of expenditures, including the exceptions
her ei n.

(h) The contracts or purchases made by the comm ssioners
whi ch shall not require advertising, bidding or price
guot ati ons, as hereinbefore provided, are as foll ows:

(1) Those for mai ntenance, repairs or replacenents for
water, electric light, or other public works of the county where
they do not constitute new additions, extensions or enlargenents
of existing facilities and equi pnent. [A bond] Security may be
required by the conm ssioners as in other cases for work done.

(2) Those nade for inprovenents, repairs and mai ntenance of
any kind, made or provided by the county through its own
enpl oyes. This shall not apply to construction naterials used in
a street inprovenent.

(3) Those where particular types, nodels or pieces of new
equi pnent, articles, apparatus, appliances, vehicles or parts
t hereof, are desired by the conm ssioners, which are patented
and manufactured or copyrighted products.

(4) Those involving any policies of insurance or surety

conpany bonds, those made for public utility service, whether or

not under tariffs on file with the Pennsylvania Public Utility

Conmmi ssion, provided that, in the case of utilities not under

tariff with the Pennsyl vania Public Uility Conm ssi on,

contracts nade wi thout advertising and bi ddi ng shall be nande

only after receiving witten or tel ephonic price quotations in

accordance with the procedures specified in section 1801(b) of

this article.

(5) Those involving services of nenbers of the medical or
| egal profession, registered architects, engineers, certified

publ i c accountants or other personal services involving
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prof essi onal [expert advice] expertise.

(6) Those involving contracts entered into by nonprofit
cooperative hospital service associations for hospitals and
nur si ng homes which are part of the institutional district or
whi ch are owned by the county, operated by the county or
affiliated with the county by the purchasing of, or
participating in contracts for, materials, supplies and
equi pnment .

(7) Those nmade with any public body, including, but not
limted to, the sale, |ease or |oan of any supplies or naterials
to the county by a public body, provided that the price thereof
shall not be in excess of that fixed by the public body. The
requi renents of 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 23 Subch. A (relating to
i nt ergovernnental cooperation) shall not apply when a county
pur chases cooperatively with another public body which has
entered into a contract for supplies or materials. As used in
t hi s paragraph, "public body" shall nmean any of the follow ng:

(i) the Federal Governnent;

(ii) the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a;

(ii1) any other state;

(iv) a political subdivision, local or nunicipal authority
or other simlar local entity of the Commonweal th or any ot her
state; or

(v) an agency of the Federal CGovernnent, the Commonweal th or
any ot her state.

(8) Those exclusively involving constructi on nanagenent

servi ces.

(9) Those invol ving conputer software.

(i) [Every contract for the construction, reconstruction,

alteration repair, inprovenent or maintenance of public works
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shall conply with the provisions of the act of March 3, 1978
(P.L.6, No.3), known as the "Steel Products Procurenent Act."]

Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of this article to the contrary,

the county conmi ssioners shall have authority to enter into

contracts for equi pnent and services related to technol ogy and

i nformati on systens on the basis of best val ue procurenent.

Contracts under best val ue procurenent shall be made only after

the county has solicited proposals based on perfornance and

out cone specificati ons devel oped by the county and descri bi ng,

at mninum the objectives to be net by the system the tasks to

be perforned by the system the users of the system system

security issues, the tine franme for system i npl enentati on,

potential operating technol ogies, conpatibility with existing

systens, training and nmai ntenance, and shall indicate the

process by which the contract shall be awarded. Best val ue

procurenent shall not require a sealed bid process, and shal

pernmit the conm Sssioners to negotiate the terns of the aqgreenent

with any responsi ve and responsi bl e vendor.

(i) Every contract subject to this article shall conply, as

applicable, with the provisions of the act of March 3, 1978

(P.L.6, No.3), known as the "Steel Products Procurenment Act,"

the act of October 28, 1983 (P.L.176, No.45), known as the

"Anti bid-R gging Act," the act of Decenber 20, 1967 (P.L. 869,

No. 385), known as the "Public Works Contractors' Bond Law, " the

act of Auqust 15, 1961 (P.L.987, No.442), known as the

"Pennsyl vani a Prevaili ng Wage Act," the act of Novenber 26, 1978

(P.L.1309, No.317), known as the "Award and Executi on of Public

Contract Law, " the act of February 17, 1994 (P.L.73, No.7),

known as the "Contractor and Subcontractor Paynent Act," the act

of January 23, 1974 (P.L.9, No.4), referred to as the Public
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Contract Bid Wthdrawal Act, and the act of April 4, 1984

(P.L.193, No.40), known as the "Mdtor Vehicle Procurenmnent Act."

Section 3. Section 1805 of the act, anended July 31, 1963
(P.L.372, No.200), is anended to read:

Section 1805. Sales of Personal Property and Surplus Farm
Products.--(a) No personal property of the county and no
surplus farm products of counties of the fourth, fifth, sixth,
seventh or eighth classes shall be disposed of by sale or
ot herwi se, except upon resolution of the comm ssioners. \Wen the
conmmi ssi oners approve a sale of such property or in counties of
the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh or eighth classes of farm
products, they shall estimate the sale value of the entire |ot
to be disposed of, and, if the estimate be |less than [two

hundred doll ars ($200)] one thousand dollars ($1,000), they

shall require notice of the proposed sale to be posted, for at
| east ten days, in a prom nent place in the court house,
describing and item zing the property to be sold, and directing
that bids nay be nade thereon at the office of the chief clerk
of the comm ssioners. Thereafter, the conm ssioners may sel
such property in whole or in part for the best price or prices
obt ai nabl e.

(b) If the comm ssioners estimate the sale value of the
personal property or of such surplus farm products to be sold at

[two hundred dollars ($200)] one thousand dollars ($1,000) or

nore, the entire lot shall be advertised for sale, once, in at

| east one newspaper of general circulation in the county, and
sale of the property so advertised shall be made to the highest
and best bidder. The bids shall not be opened until at |east ten
days after the said advertisenment. The comm ssioners nmay sel

any such property at auction, but the provisions as to notice
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1 contained in this section shall be |ikew se observed as to the
2 holding of auction sales. The provisions of this section shal

3 not be mandatory where county property is to be traded-in or

4 exchanged for new personal property. The provisions of this

5 section shall not apply to sale of personal property with rea

6 property as a single unit pursuant to _section 2306.1.

7 Section 4. Section 1806 of the act is anended to read:

8 Section 1806. County O ficers Not to Be Interested in

9 Contracts.--[No el ected or appointed county officer shall be in
10 any wise, either directly or indirectly, personally interested
11 in any contract to which the county is a party, or in the

12 construction of any public work or inprovenent made or

13 undertaken under the authority of the county comm ssioners, or
14 receive any reward or gratuity fromany person so interested. No
15 such officer shall purchase directly or indirectly any property
16 sold at a tax or rmunicipal claimsale.

17 Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be
18 gquilty of a m sdeneanor, and, upon conviction, shall be

19 sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding five hundred doll ars
20 ($500) and nmay, by decree of the court, be renoved fromoffice.]
21 Restrictions on the involvenent of elected and appoi nted county
22 officers in_any county contract shall be as proscribed in the
23 act of COctober 4, 1978 (P.L.883, No.170), referred to as the
24 Public Oficial and Enpl oyee Ethics Law.
25 Section 5. Section 2303 of the act, anended Septenber 19,
26 1961 (P.L.1495, No.638), is anmended to read:
27 Section 2303. Insuring Buildings and Contents.--The county
28 comm ssioners nmay provide insurance against fire and extended
29 coverage, against public liability and such other forns of

30 insurance, including insurance against burglary, as shall seem
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proper to them for county | ands, buildings and farns and the
contents, real and personal, thereof. [The cost of such
i nsurance shall be paid fromthe general funds of the county.]

Section 6. Section 2304 of the act is anended to read:

Section 2304. Credit of County Avail able for G ounds and
Buil dings.--1n the acquisition, construction or alteration, as
the case may be, of land and buil dings for county purposes, the
conmmi ssioners nmay issue bonds of the county[, in accordance with
the Municipal Borrowing Law,] to neet the costs thereof, except
as any other system of financing shall be expressly provided by
| aw for any particular county buil dings.

Section 7. Section 2305 of the act, anended July 31, 1963
(P.L.372, No.200) and April 29, 1982 (P.L.359, No.100), is
amended to read:

Section 2305. Acquiring and Using Real Property;
Exceptions.--(a) The county conm ssioners may purchase for not
nore than the fair market value, take by gift, devise or by the
power of em nent domain, in accordance with the provisions of
this act, such real property at the county seat or in such other
pl aces[, as may be authorized by law,] as they deem necessary
for the purposes of a county courthouse, county jail, prison,
wor khouse, detention house or other county building, [and in
counties of the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and ei ghth
cl asses, lands and buildings for the care of dependents and
farms, either in acquisition of a building suitable for such
pur poses, or in the construction of a new building,] or in the
alteration, including enlargenent, of an existing county
buil ding. The fair market value of real property in the case of

a purchase valued in excess of ten thousand dollars ($10, 000)

shall be determ ned by the county comm ssioners in consultation
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with [the county assessor and two |icensed real estate brokers]

two of the following: the county assessor, licensed real estate

brokers, or licensed real estate appraisers doing business

within the county. [Any acquisition of |ands and buil dings for
the care of dependents and farns shall be subject to approval of
t he Departnent of Public Welfare as to suitability.]

(b) The county conm ssioners may al so use any real property
at the county seat or el sewhere, as authorized by |aw, owned by
the county, and deened suitable by themfor the purposes
af oresai d, except such property as is bound by contract to
anot her public use.

(c) The county conm ssioners may provide for the grading,
filling, draining, gardening and ot herw se inproving and
mai ntai ning of all lands for county buildings, [and of |ands and
buil dings in counties of the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and
ei ghth classes for the care of dependents and farns,] either by
contract or by county enployes, as they deem proper.

(d) To the extent that any of the matters provided for
herein are otherw se specifically provided for by law, with
regard to any particular acquisitions of real property by
counties, either by tax sales or by other purchases, this
section shall not apply to such matters.

Section 8. Section 2306 of the act, amended Novenber 23,
1994 (P.L.640, No.98), is anended to read:

Section 2306. Authority to Sell or Lease Real Property.--(a)
The board of comm ssioners may sell for not less than the fair
mar ket val ue or | ease, either as |essor or |essee, any real
property belonging to the county or to others where the county
is |lessee. If the comm ssioners know or have reason to believe

that the property to be sold contains oil, gas, coal, stone,
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ti mber or other mneral or forest products of comrercial val ue,
such know edge or belief shall be advertised together with the
description of the land in at |east two newspapers, in said
county, of general circulation, once a week for three
consecutive weeks. The fair market value of real property in the

case of a sale valued in excess of ten thousand doll ars

($10, 000) shall be determ ned by the county commi ssioners in

consultation with [the county assessor and two |icensed real

estate brokers] two of the following: the county assessor,

licensed real estate brokers, or licensed real estate apprai sers

doi ng business within the county. In the case of any |ease of
county property hereunder, such property, with any and al

i nprovenents or additions thereon or thereto, shall, in the
hands of the | essee, be subject to taxation by such county and
any other political subdivision therein, in the same manner as
other real estate located in the county. Such taxes shall be

| evied and assessed against and paid by the | essee. This section
shall not apply to | eases or sales of county property or other
property which are otherw se specifically provided for by |aw

(b) The provisions of subsection (a) shall not be nandatory
where county real property is to be sold to any of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Acity, borough, town, township, institution district,
school district, volunteer fire conpany, vol unteer anbul ance
service or volunteer rescue squad | ocated within the county.

(2) A nunicipal authority pursuant to the act of May 2, 1945
(P.L.382, No.164), known as the "Municipality Authorities Act of
1945. "

(3) A nonprofit corporation engaged in conmunity industrial

devel opnent for its exclusive use for industrial devel opnent.
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(4) A person for his exclusive use in an industrial
devel opnent program

(5) A nonprofit corporation organized as a public library
for its exclusive use as a library.

(6) A nonprofit medical service corporation for its
exclusive use as a site for a nedical service facility.

(7) A nonprofit housing corporation for its exclusive use
for housing for the elderly or for |owincone housing.

(8) The Federal Governnent.

(9) The Commonweal th
When the real property is to be sold or leased to a qualified
entity under this subsection, the board of conm ssioners may
el ect to accept such nom nal consideration for such sale as it
shall deem appropriate. Real property sold pursuant to this
subsection to any entity under this subsection, other than a
city, borough, town, township, institution district, school
district, municipal authority pursuant to the "Municipality
Aut horities Act of 1945," |located within the county, the Federal
Government or the Commonweal th shall be subject to the condition
t hat when the property is not used for the purposes of the
entity the property shall revert to the county.

Section 9. Section 2311 of the act, anended April 29, 1982
(P.L.359, No.100), is anended to read:

Section 2311. Disposing of County Property for O her Uses;
Denolition[; Court Approval s].--Wenever any new county buil di ng
is constructed to replace a county building no | onger suitable
for the purposes of its use, or whenever the county has or
acquires, incident to purchase at tax sale or to any other
acqui sition of land authorized by law, any building, title and

interest to which is in the county, and any such repl aced or
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acquired building is deenmed no | onger suitable or not suitable
for use as a county building or for use as an auxiliary to any
county building, the county comm ssioners nay devote said

repl aced or acquired building to such other public use or

pur pose as shall be found suitable and proper, including a war
menorial. They may convey all or a part of the title and
interest of the county in such building, with or without the
land or a part of the land upon which it is situate, either by
sale or by gift, to any public or charitable institutions or to
any political subdivisions singly, in common, or jointly, within
t he county.

The county comm ssioners may renove any such buil ding from
one location to another within the county, for the purpose of
enabling its use as a county building by virtue of its
rel ocation. The conm ssioners may cause any such building to be
denol i shed and renoved fromland of the county, if of no use to
t he county.

Section 10. Section 2316 of the act is amended to read:
Section 2316. Right to Build on Public Squares.--Wenever
the court house, jail or other building of the county is |ocated
upon a public square or common in the city, borough or town then

bei ng the county seat, and a new building is authorized and
required to be erected, in place of such court house, jail or

ot her building, the board of county conm ssioners may erect such
new bui | di ng upon any other of the public squares or commons of
said city, borough or town, or upon any part thereof[, if the
council of the city, borough or town shall have first consented
to such new | ocation for said building].

Section 11. Section 2318 of the act, anmended August 25, 1967
(P.L.279, No.114) is anended to read:
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Section 2318. Additional [Bond] Security to Protect Labor
and Material nen on Contracts.--(a) It shall be the duty of
every county to require any person, copartnership, association
or corporation entering into contract with such county for the
construction, erection, installation, conpletion, alteration,
repair of or addition to any public work or inprovenent of any

ki nd, what soever, where the anmpbunt of such contract is in excess

of [one thousand five hundred dollars ($1500)] ten thousand

dollars ($10,000), before conmenci ng work under such contract,

to execute and deliver to such county, in addition to any other
[ bond] security which nay, now or hereafter, be required by |aw
to be given in connection with such contract, an additional
[ bond] security for the use of any and every person,
copartnershi p, association or corporation interested, in a sum
not less than fifty per centum and not nore than one hundred per
centum of the contract price, as such county nay prescribe.
[ Such bond shall have as surety thereon one or nore surety
conpanies legally authorized to do business in this
Commonweal th, and shall be conditioned for the pronpt paynent
for all material furnished and | abor supplied or performed in
t he prosecution of the work, whether or not the said material or
| abor enter into and becone conponent parts of the work or
i mprovenent contenpl at ed. ]

(b) Such additional [bond] security shall be deposited with
and held by the county for the use of any party interested
t herein.

(c) Every such additional [bond] security shall provide that
every person, copartnership, association or corporation who,
whet her as subcontractor or otherw se, has furnished material or

supplied or performed |abor in the prosecution of the work, as
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above provided, and who had not been paid therefor, may sue in
assunpsit on said additional [bond] security, in the name of the
county, for his, their or its use, and prosecute the sanme to
final judgnent for such sumor sunms as nmay be justly due him
themor it, and have execution thereon, but the county shall not
be liable for the paynent of any costs or expense of any suit.

(d) Any contract executed in violation of the provisions of
this section shall be null and void.

Section 12. Sections 2319 and 2320 of the act are anmended to
read:

Section 2319. Conpliance with [Wrknen' s] Wrkers'
Conpensation Law.--(a) All contracts executed by the board of
commi ssi oners, which shall involve the construction or doing of
any work involving the enploynent of |abor, shall contain a
provi sion that the contractor shall accept, in so far as the
wor k covered by any such contract is concerned, the provisions
of the [Worknen's] Wirkers' Conpensation Act and any
reenact nents, supplenents or anmendnents thereto, and that the
said contract will insure his liability thereunder or file with
the board of comm ssioners a certificate of exenption from
i nsurance fromthe Departnent of Labor and Industry of the
Conmonweal t h.

(b) The board of conm ssioners, before signing on behalf of
the county any contract requiring in its performance the
enpl oynment of | abor, shall require proof that the said
contractor with whomthe contract is made shall have accepted
the [Workmen's] Workers' Conpensation Act and any reenactnents,
suppl enents or amendnents thereto, and proof that the said

contractor has insured his liability thereunder in accordance

with the terns of said act or that the contractor has had issued
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to hima certificate of exenption frominsurance fromthe
Depart ment of Labor and I ndustry.

(c) Any contract executed in violation of the provisions of
this section shall be null and void.

[ Section 2320. Restrictions on Letting Contracts to
Architects and Engineers.--1t shall be unlawful for any
architect or engineer in the enploy of any county to bid on any
public work of such county.

It shall also be unlawful for the officers of any county
charged with the duty of letting any public work to award a
contract to any such architect or engineer in the enploy of the
county.

Any person or persons violating these provisions, or any of
them shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor, and, on conviction
thereof, shall forfeit his office, and be sentenced to pay a
fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500) or to undergo
i mpri sonnment of not |ess than six nmonths, or both. Any contract
made in violation of this section shall be null and void.]

Section 13. Section 2328 of the act, anmended Septenber 19,
1961 (P.L.1476, No.625) is anended to read:

[ Section 2328. Special Provisions Relating to County Jails,
Prisons, Wrkhouses and Detention Houses.--Except as nmay be
ot herwi se provided by | aw for each county jail, prison,
wor khouse or detention house, the county conm ssioners shal
appoi nt a superintendent and a matron and such other officers,
as they may deem necessary, whose duties shall be prescribed by
the regul ations for such institutions and whose sal ari es shal
be fixed by the salary board.

Every such institution which shall be hereafter erected or

renodel ed shall be so constructed as to refl ect the decl ared
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1 objectives and policies of the county with respect to the

2 nunber, type, length of stay, and programrequirenents of

3 prisoners to be housed therein. Plans for the construction or
4 renodeling of any county penal facility shall be submitted by
5 the County Conmi ssioners to the Departnment of Justice for its
6 review and approval .

7 Commitnments to every such institution shall be nade as

8 provided by |aw.

9 Section 14. Section 2329 of the act is amended to read:

10 Section 2329. Disorderly Conduct in and About Court Houses
11 and Jails Prohibited.--It is unlawful for any person to cause
12 any outcry or disorder, or be guilty of any indecent or

13 unbecom ng conduct tending to disturb the peace and good order
14 in the county court house, jail, or other county buildings, or
15 to willfully or carelessly defile, deface or injure the floors,
16 walls or any other portion of said buildings, or fences, or

17 railings surrounding the sane, or the carpets, furniture, or
18 other articles or things used in or about said buildings,

19 belonging to the county. Any person violating any of the
20 provisions of this section conmmts a sunmary of fense and shal
21 nmake restitution for danages arising therefroni, and shall, upon
22 summary conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine not
23 exceeding fifty dollars ($50). In case such person shall negl ect
24 or refuse to pay the sane, he or she shall suffer an
25 inprisonnent not exceeding thirty days].
26 Section 15. Section 2339 of the act, anmended January 24,
27 1956 (P.L.929, No.286), is anended to read:
28 Section 2339. Furnishing Roons for Meetings of Veterans of
29 Certain Wars and O her Organi zations.--The Board of

30 Comm ssioners may, in their discretion, upon application
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therefor, furnish to each organi zati on conposed of [veterans of
the Gvil War, Veterans of the Spani sh-American War, veterans of
the War with Germany and Austria,] veterans of any foreign war,
sons of veterans and to | adies' auxiliaries of each such
organi zation and to the Anerican Gold Star Mdtthers, Inc., a
roomor roons in any public building of such county, sufficient
for the neeting of each of such organizations at | east once each
nont h.

Section 16. Sections 2345 and 2350 of the act are anmended to
read:

Section 2345. Joining with [Cty] Minicipalities in

I mproving Certain Streets and H ghways.--(a) The board of
commi ssioners of counties now erecting or which may hereafter

erect public buildings in any [city] nunicipality may[, wth

t he approval of the court or courts of common pleas if there is

nore than one,] join with the proper authorities of such [city]

nmuni ci pality in the grading, regrading, paving, repaving and
i nprovenent of so nuch of the streets and hi ghways as are in,
upon or al ongsi de of the grounds upon which said public
bui | di ngs st and.

(b) The conm ssioners may enter into contract with any such

[city authorities] nunicipalities for the paynent of a just

proportion of the expense of said grading, regrading, paving,
repavi ng and i nprovenent of said streets and hi ghways, and nmay
appropriate fromthe county treasury sufficient funds for this
pur pose. They may act with any conmttee or comm ttees which may

be appoi nted by such [city authorities] nunicipalities to

establish grades, determi ne the kind and quality of paving
materials to be used, and ratify the contracts entered into by

said [city authorities] nunicipalities in the course of said
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i mprovenent s.

(c) No obligation shall rest upon the county for any
proportion of the expenses of such inprovenents until the
sel ection of grades and paving materials and the acceptance of

bids by said [city authorities] nunicipalities shall have been

ratified by the board of conm ssioners [and approved by the
court or courts of comon pl eas].

Section 2350. Appropriations for Confort Stations.--(a) The
board of county conm ssioners may appropriate noneys to assi st
any [city or borough, being the county seat, or borough therein
havi ng a popul ati on of ten thousand or nore inhabitants,]

muni ci pality to construct and maintain confort stations within

t he boundari es of the county.

(b) The county conm ssioners, in cooperation with the
muni ci pal authorities of the nunicipality wherein the court
house lies, may provide, and equip and maintain in the court
house rest or waiting roons for the public, and provide
attendants therefor. The cost of providing such roons and of
mai ntai ni ng the sane, including salaries, and all incidental
expenses, shall be paid by the county and by the nunicipality,
as they shall agree, for all which purposes the county
conmmi ssioners and said authorities may, respectively,
appropri ate noneys.

(c) Any part of any ground acquired by any county for the
pur poses of a court house, jail or workhouse may be | eased by
such county to any nunicipality being the county seat of such
county, for the purpose of the construction thereon of a public
confort station by such rnunicipality.

Section 17. Section 2355 of the act, anmended January 31,
1956 (P.L.975, No.302), is anended to read:
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Section 2355. Mnunents and Menorials to War Veterans. --The
board of conm ssioners may appropriate noney for, and provide
for, the erection of nonuments or nenorials, commenorating the
services of any person who has served in the arnmed forces of the
United States or in any wonen's organi zation officially
connected therewith during any part of any war in which the
United States has been or nay hereafter be engaged. [The style
and character of such nmonunments or nenorials shall be approved
by the State Art Comm ssion. ]

Section 18. Section 2356 of the act is amended to read:

Section 2356. Assistance to Private or Minicipal Agencies.--
The board of comm ssioners may, in order to prevent duplication,
appropriate noney to assist any individual, private corporation,
city, borough, town or township, in the erection of any nonunent
or nenorial for said soldiers, sailors and marines. [Before any
such appropriation is made, the style and character of such
nmonunent or nenorial shall be approved by the State Art
Commi ssi on. ]

Section 19. Section 2362 of the act, anmended June 19, 1961
(P.L.465, No.233) and June 6, 1963 (P.L.90, No.63), is anended
to read:

Section 2362. Plan of Hall; Special Roons to be Provided. --
(a) Such nenorial hall shall be in honor of the soldiers,
sailors and marines fromsaid county, who served in the Arny and
Navy of the United States in any war in which the United States
has been or may hereafter be engaged. Such nenorial halls shal
each contain one |large assenbly room or auditoriumfor public
neeti ngs of the soldiers, sailors and mari nes of such county,
whi ch nmay be used also for other public neetings and patriotic

gat herings by the consent of the board of control herein
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provi ded for.

(b) Such nmenorial hall shall also contain roons for neetings
of [Posts of the Gand Arny of the Republic, encanpnments of the
Uni on Vet erans Legi on, comanders of the Loyal Legion, canps of
t he Sons of Veterans, Wnen's Relief Corps, Ladies of the G and
Arny of the Republic, chapters of the Daughters of the
Revol ution, the American Gold Star Mothers, Inc., Oganizations
of the Spani sh-Anerican War and Phili ppine Insurrection, the
Ameri can Legion, Veterans of Wrld War | of the U S A, Inc.,

Vet erans of Foreign Wars, Italian Anerican War Veterans of the
United States, Incorporated, D sabled Amrerican Veterans,
Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart and] organizations of
veterans of all [other] wars in which the United States has or
may be engaged, and al so roons for neetings of |adies'
auxiliaries of posts, encanpnents, canps and organi zations for
whi ch roons for neetings may be contained in the nmenorial hall,
and al so roons for such cormmittees of public defense and wel fare
as may be created by the Conmmonweal th, or as nay be approved by
t he board of control hereinafter provided for.

(c) Such nmenorial halls shall also provide roomfor the
di splay and preservation of relics and trophies of all wars in
which the United States has been or may be engaged, photographs,
pai ntings and portraits, busts and statues of the soldiers,
sailors and nmarines of the said counties, and nural tablets upon
whi ch shall be inscribed the nanmes of such soldiers, sailors and
marines. Such nenorial halls shall also contain waiting and rest
roons with |lavatories attached.

Section 20. Section 2363 of the act, amended August 12, 1959
(P.L.701, No.240), is anended to read:

Section 2363. Board of Control.--(a) A board of control is
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hereby created, which shall have charge of all matters relating
to such nenorial hall and shall have the care thereof. The board
shall be conposed of [one nenber chosen by nenbers of canps of
Spani sh- Areri can War Veterans,] one nenber chosen by nenbers of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, one nenber chosen by nenbers of
t he American Legi on, one nenber chosen by the Anerican War
Veterans of World War |1 (AWETS), one nenber chosen by the
Italian American War Veterans of the United States,
I ncor porated, one nenber chosen by the D sabled Anerican
Vet erans, and one nmenber chosen by the Mlitary Order of the
Purple Heart. The judges of the court of common pleas and the
board of conmi ssioners shall be ex-officio nmenbers of the board
of control. The sel ected nenbers of the board shall serve one
year, when their successors shall be sel ected. Vacancies
occurring shall be filled by the board for the unexpired term of
t he nenber whose death, resignation or renobval caused the
vacancy.

(b) This section shall not apply to any county in which
t here has been created by existing law a sim | ar board of
control, and any references to the board of control in this
subdi vi sion shall be inapplicable in so far as they are
i nconsistent with the provisions of such |aw.

Section 21. Sections 2366, 2368, 2370, 2390, 2601, 2608,
2611, 2631, 2637, 2638 and 2639 of the act are anmended to read:

Section 2366. Tax Levy; Increase or |ndebtedness.--The board
of conm ssioners may provide the funds with which to pay for the
ground purchased or condemmed, and the erection thereon of a
menorial hall, or the acquiring of additional |and, or for the
enl argi ng, equi pping, furnishing and decorating of said nenorial

hall, by the Ievying and collecting of a tax upon the taxable
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persons and property within said county, and by increasing the
i ndebt edness of said county according to | aw and by issuing and
selling bonds. [Such bonds shall be issued in accordance with

t he provisions of the Minicipal Borrow ng Law. ]

Section 2368. Acquiring of Property.--(a) Counties shal
have power to take, by gift, purchase, by the issuance of bonds
or otherw se, or acquire through condemmati on proceedi ngs,
property for the purpose of erecting thereon public auditoriuns,
public libraries, public nmenorial buildings and nonunents.

Al'l proceedings for the condemati on of any property, under
the provisions of this section, shall be in the manner and
subject to the restrictions and procedure provided by | aw.

(b) Counties may appropriate noney fromthe public funds or
by issuance of bonds[, in accordance with the Mini ci pal
Borrowi ng Law,] for the erection on said property taken,
pur chased or acquired through condemati on proceedi ngs, public
audi toriunms, public libraries, public nenorial buildings and
nonunent s. They nmay appropriate noneys for the operation and
mai nt enance of such public auditoriuns, public libraries,
menori al buil di ngs and nonunents.

[ Section 2370. Consent of Gty or Borough.--No county shal
acquire any property for, or erect any such public auditorium
library, nmenorial building or nonument within the limts of any
city or borough, except the county seat, w thout the consent of
the corporate authorities of such city or borough.]

Section 2390. Authority to Provide; Approval.--The county
conmmi ssi oners of each county may[, upon presentnent of two
successive grand juries of the county,] buy or |ease |and and
construct and naintain thereon, at the expense of the county, a

norgue for the reception and care of the bodies of all unclained
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deceased persons upon whomit may be necessary to hold a
coroner's inquest and such other bodies as the coroner of the
county may, by witten order, direct to be received therein. The
| ocati on of such norgue shall be determ ned by the county
conmmi ssi oners, subject to the approval of [a judge of the court
of conmmon pl eas and] the coroner of the county.

Section 2601. Authority to Provide Bridges, Viaducts and
Cul verts; Definitions; Application of Article.--(a) The county
commi ssioners of any county may | ocate, lay out, open,
construct, reconstruct, w den, straighten, extend, otherw se
alter, replace, renove and in all other respects provide for
bri dges and vi aducts over streans and ot her topographi cal
i npedi ments to public traffic, as parts or adjuncts of the roads
within the county for vehicles and pedestrians or for
pedestrians only, and culverts within the county or partly
within and partly without the county, in accordance with the
procedures and requirenents established by the provisions of
this article. The provisions of this section and of this article
shall apply equally to all necessary approaches, abutnents,
sl opes, walls, enmbanknents, fills, piers and other things
pertaining to bridges, viaducts and culverts as to the bridges,
vi aducts and cul verts thensel ves.

(b) As used in this article "streans" include streans,
rivers, creeks, ponds, |akes and all other such natural waters;
"road" includes roads, streets, highways, |anes, alleys and al
ot her such public thoroughfares; and "bridge" shall for the
pur pose of conveni ence include the bridges, provided for in this
article, and al so the viaducts and culverts and all things
pertaining to such bridges, viaducts and cul verts wherever such

nmeani ngs nmay reasonably be intended.
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(c) The provisions of this article shall not apply to any
matters relating to such county bridges, viaducts or culverts as
are covered and to the extent they are covered by the provisions
of the State H ghway Law, or of any other |aw vesting in the

Secretary or Departnent of [H ghways] Transportation and the

vari ous counties of the Conmonweal th, rights, powers and duties.
The ternms of the foregoing Ilimtation shall apply as well in the
case of the Public Utility Law and the Public Uility
Conmmi ssi on.

(d) No county shall, in the exercise of any authority or
duty conferred in this article, enter upon any road or property
of any city or borough of, or adjacent to the county, or act in
derogation of the lawful authority of any such political
subdi vi si on, except with the proper consent of such political
subdi vi si on.

(e) No bridge provided for by this article shall obstruct
any canal or railroad, and nothing in this article shall be
deened to rel ease any railroad or other public utility fromthe
requi renents of existing | aw

[ Section 2608. WMaterials Taken From Adj oi ni ng Lands. --The
contractor or the county conm ssioners in building any bridge
may enter upon | ands and encl osures near the place where such
bridge is to be built for the purpose of searching for and
procuring the materials necessary for the construction of the
bri dge, when the materials cannot conveniently be obtained by
contract at reasonable prices. In exercising such right, the
contractor or county shall do no unnecessary danage to the |and,
and shall repair any breaches of fences which it shall make. |f
the contractors or the county conm ssioners and the owner of

such materials cannot agree upon the sumto be paid for the
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damages whi ch nay be done by the taking of such materials, such
damages shall be ascertai ned and awarded as in the case of
em nent domai n proceedi ngs. |

Section 2611. Authorization to Contract with [City or

Borough] Municipality for Sharing of Certain Costs.--Wen any

bridge is proposed to be located in any [city or borough]

nmuni ci pality, the county may enter into an agreenment with such

[city or borough] nunicipality providing that the [city or

borough] nunicipality shall bear a portion of the cost of the

| ocation, laying out, opening, construction and mai ntenance of

such bridge or that the [city or borough] nunicipality shal

provi de or nmaintain the approach thereto within the [city or

borough] nunicipality or bear the costs of property damages of

sai d approach. Every such agreenent shall be entered into in
witing and at | east one executed copy thereof shall be
furnished to each party thereto. Every such bridge shall be a
county bridge and the duty of maintaining the same, except as
ot herwi se herein provided, shall devol ve upon the county. The
expense thereof shall be provided out of any county funds
aut horized for use in the maintenance of county bridges.
Section 2631. Providing and Mai ntaining Dykes, Banks,
Causeways and Sl ui ceways for Protection of Bridges and
H ghways. -- Any county, for the purpose of protecting any county
bri dge, the abutnents thereof and approaches thereto, and any
publ i ¢ hi ghway adjacent to the sane fromthe incursions of the
tide floods or waters of any stream and to prolong the |ife of
any structure, may provide and nmai ntai n dykes, banks, causeways
and sl ui ceways over or across any unnavi gable stream and may
secure a right of way for the proper ingress thereto and egress

therefrom In connection with the exercise of such authority,
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the county may take, injure and destroy any necessary |and or
property in the manner and subject to the restrictions and
procedure provided by aw. No change in an existing stream
channel under the provisions of this subdivision shall be

undertaken until it has been approved by the Departnent of

[ Forests and Waters] Environnental Protection.

[ Section 2637. Repair of Bridges, Viaducts and Subways Wen
Liability for Such Repairs is in Doubt.--Wenever any bridge,

vi aduct or subway carrying a public highway over or under a
railroad, street railway or other highway in any county is out
of repair, and an application has been made to the Public
Utility Comm ssion to conpel the repair thereof from which
proceedings it appears that there is a contest between or anong
political subdivisions or between or anong political
subdi vi sions and public utilities as to the liability for such
repair, and that the cost thereof is not in dispute, the
petitioner or petitioners or any other person or corporation
interested may forthwith apply to the conm ssioners of the
county for the pronpt repair thereof.

Such application shall be made by serving, upon the county
conmmi ssioners, a certified copy of the petition and each of the
answers on file before the Public Utility Conmm ssion. After such
service, the county commi ssioners nay take such steps as may be
necessary to repair the bridge, viaduct or subway and make it
safe for public travel

Section 2638. Contributions Towards Wrk.--Should the county
commi ssioners find it inpracticable to make any or all such
repairs with county funds, they shall so notify the conplai nant
in the proceedings instituted before the Public UWility

Commi ssi on. Thereupon, any persons, including the county
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interested in having such repairs made, may contribute to a fund
to be deposited with the county treasurer for the purpose of
maki ng said repairs. Wien the fund beconmes sufficient for said
pur pose, the comm ssioners shall take the necessary steps to

pl ace said bridge, viaduct or subway in repair and safe for
public travel. The repairs may be made partly from such
contributions and partly frompublic funds, if the comm ssioners
find it expedient so to do.

Section 2639. Collection of Costs of Repairs; Return of
Contributions.--The cost of such repairs shall be kept by the
conmi ssioners in an open account until there has been a fi nal
adj udi cati on of the proceedings before the Public Uility
Commi ssi on, whereupon the anpbunt so expended, together with ten
per centum of said anpbunt to cover the cost of supervision of
the work, shall be collected as awards of the Public UWility
Commi ssion are collected, and shall be paid into the county
treasury. Thereupon, any contributions which nay have been made
under the provisions of the section imedi ately precedi ng shal
be returned to the respective contributors.]

Section 22. Sections 2650, 2653 and 2654 of the act, anended
May 1, 1981 (P.L.25, No.1l1l), are anended to read:

Section 2650. Procedure for Taking Over Bridge by County;
Aid to Political Subdivisions in Construction and M ntenance of
Bridge.--(a) Wenever the construction of any new bridge, or of
any bridge to replace any existing bridge, over a stream or
over or under a railroad, and formng part of any road in any
city, borough, town or township, or between any two or nore such
political subdivisions is necessary, and requires nore expense
than it is reasonable that such political subdivision, or any

two of themjointly, should bear, and if it shall appear to the
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conmm ssioners of the county that such bridge is necessary, and
woul d be too expensive for such political subdivision or
adjoining political subdivisions to bear, it may, at the

di scretion of the county conm ssioners, be entered on record as
a county bridge. Such bridge shall thereupon be erected,
mai nt ai ned and kept in repair in the same nanner as ot her county
bri dges constructed under the provisions of subdivision (a) of
this article.

(b) If the county comm ssioners refuse to have such bridge
entered on record as a county bridge, the county nmay pay the
entire cost or any part of the cost of constructing such bridge
i ncl udi ng damages. Such bridge shall thereupon be a mnunicipal or
townshi p bridge to be maintained and kept in repair by such
political subdivision. The county comm ssioners may, at their
di scretion, furnish such political subdivision the whole or any
part of the noney necessary to nmaintain such rnunicipal or
t ownshi p bridge.

(c) Were the cost to the county will not exceed [one

t housand five hundred dollars ($1500)] ten thousand dollars

($10,000), the county comm ssioners may furnish such aid in the
construction of such bridge without follow ng the procedure
herei n sti pul at ed.

Section 2653. Contract for Parts of Minicipal Bridges Were
County M ght Have Built Bridge.--(a) Wuere a city of the third
cl ass, a borough or a township [of the first class] is
authorized to construct a bridge or viaduct over a stream or
ot her place over which the county is authorized to build bridges
and such political subdivision is authorized to contract with

the county and with railroads, street railways and ot her

conpanies or parties interested for the building and nai nt enance
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of such bridge or viaduct and for the paynent of any damages
caused by the location or building thereof, the county

conmi ssioners may contract with such city, borough or township
for that part or portion of the bridge which crosses any of the
pl aces herei nbefore nentioned, including the abutnents and piers
t hereof . Such part shall thereafter be maintained as a county
bri dge.

(b) In lieu of the contract above provided for, the county
conmi ssioners may contract for any part or portion of the whole
structure equal to or greater than the part or portion which the
county m ght have built.

(c) The contracts provided for in this section may stipulate
that the county shall pay a certain portion of the whole
contract price or cost of the work, including damages, or may
stipulate that the county shall construct or pay for the
construction of a certain part of the work, and may ot herw se
provi de for the paynment of the damages. The anount to be paid by
the county shall be paid directly to the contractor as may be
provi ded by the contract.

Section 2654. Joining Wth [Cty] Minicipality in Another

County in Building or Rebuilding Bridge.--Wen any bridge or
proposed bridge is on the dividing Iine between two counties
which is also the dividing |line between one county and a [city]

nmuni cipality in the other county and such [city] nunicipality

has authority to build or rebuild such bridge or to join with
any county therein, said county may join with said [city]

nmuni cipality in the other county in building or rebuilding such

bri dge. The cost of such bridge shall be paid in such
proportions as shall be agreed upon by the county and [city]

nmuni ci pality so joining.
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Section 23. Section 2655 of the act is anended to read:

Section 2655. Aiding [Cty] Miunicipality in Constructing

Bri dge Over Ravine or Valley.--Wenever different parts of any
[city or any part of such city and any townshi p bordering

thereon] nunicipality or any two nunicipalities are separated by

an intervening valley or ravine, and the comm ssioners of the

county in which such [city is] nmunicipality or nunicipalities

are located shall decide it necessary that a public bridge, to
connect the territories thus separated, be constructed [and that
such bridge will be of substantial advantage and benefit to the
peopl e of the township bordering thereon or townshi ps adjacent

thereto], such county may contract with such [city] nunicipality

or nunicipalities for the laying out and construction of such

bridge by such [city] nunicipality or nunicipalities, and may

pay to the [city] nunicipality or nunicipalities such portion of

the cost thereof as the county comm ssioners shall deem
reasonabl e.

Section 24. Section 2656 of the act, anmended May 1, 1981
(P.L.25, No.11) is anended to read:

Section 2656. Entry of [Borough or Townshi p] Minici pal
Bri dge on Record as County Bridge.--Wenever a public bridge has

been built or maintained by any [borough or township]

nmuni ci pality, or both, or by any two [boroughs or two townships,

or any of them nunicipalities, and it shall afterwards appear

to the comm ssioners that the care, maintenance and
responsibility of said bridge is greater than it is reasonable
that the said political subdivisions should bear, the

conmi ssioners nmay enter such bridge upon record as a county
bridge, and it shall thereafter be a county bridge in the sane

manner as if it had originally been so entered on record, if the
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proper |ocal authorities having the maintenance, supervision and
control of such bridge shall tender the same to the said county
conmi ssioners free and wi t hout charge.

Section 25. Sections 2657, 2658, 2659, 2660 and 2661 of the
act are anended to read:

[ Section 2657. Acquisition of Toll Bridges by Purchase or
Condemmation.--(a) The county may purchase or acquire any tol
bridge situated within the county which is necessary for the
accommodati on of public travel and on which the paynent of tolls
is burdensone to the traveling public, together with the
approaches and appurtenances thereto as herein provided.

(c) The conm ssioners of the county may purchase the bridge
wi th the approaches and appurtenances thereto, at a price to be
agreed upon by the comm ssioners and the owner of the bridge,
or, upon failure to agree upon a purchase price, the county
conmi ssioners nay take the bridge under em nent domain or
condemnmati on proceedi ngs as provided by | aw. Thereafter, the
bri dge shall be entered on record as a county bridge, and shal
be controlled, maintained and used as a public bridge.

(d) Such bridge may be freed fromtolls at any tine
thereafter, but in no event later than the tinme when all debt
incurred as a result of the acquisition thereof is extinguished.
The county shall at all tinmes have authority to charge tolls or
rentals for the use thereof fromrailway, telephone and
t el egraph conpani es and ot her persons or conpani es using such
bridge for other than ordinary public foot and vehicul ar travel.
Where contracts exi st between such persons or conpanies and the
owners of such bridge, such contract shall be preserved for the
benefit of the county and shall be assigned thereto.

Section 2658. Contracts with Minicipalities for Purchase or
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Condemmation of Toll Bridges.--Were a political subdivision may
pur chase, condemn and nmaintain any toll bridge crossing any
streamwithinits limts and may enter into contracts with the
county comm ssioners whereby the county shall pay a portion of
the costs thereof, the county conm ssioners may enter into such
contract upon such terns and conditions as may be agreed upon
for the purchase, appropriation or condemati on of such bridge.
The contract may stipulate that the political subdivision and
the county shall each pay a certain portion of the purchase
price and of the damages all owed by any condemati on
proceedi ngs, and may al so provide for the naintenance and repair
of such bridge. The anobunt to be paid by the county shall be
paid into the treasury of such subdivision, and shall be applied
solely to the paynent for such bridge.

Section 2659. Leasing of Toll Bridges or of Right to Use
Sane.--(a) Wenever a toll bridge owned or maintained by a
bri dge conpany organi zed and existing under the laws of this
Commonweal th shall span a streamin this Comonweal th, and such
bridge or any portion thereof is used solely by the public for
general highway purposes, or by the public for such purposes
concurrently with the use of the same by any railroad conpany or
street railway conpany engaged as a common carrier, and the
commi ssioners of the county in which such bridge is |ocated
shall by resol ution declare such bridge or any portion thereof
necessary for the acconmopdati on of the public for general
hi ghway purposes, and that the paynment of tolls on such bridge
i s burdensone to the public using the sane for such purposes,
then the county shall have the power to enter into a contract
with the bridge conpany whereby the conpany may | ease to the

county such bridge, or such portion thereof as may be used by
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the public for general highway purposes for the use of the sane
by the public for said purposes, free fromthe paynment of tolls.
Such contract nmay provide for the paynment by the county of such
rental for such definite termof years not to exceed twenty and
for such other ternms and conditions as nay be agreed upon and as
t he conmm ssioners shall deem reasonabl e and proper.

(b) As an alternative, the county may enter into |lease with
such bridge conpany or corporation providing for the use, during
a definite period, not exceeding twenty years, of such bridge or
any portion thereof by the public for general highway purposes,
free fromthe paynent of tolls during the termof such contract,
subject to the concurrent use of such bridge, or any portion
t hereof, by any railroad conpany or street railway conmpany
engaged as a comon carrier and nmaki ng use of such bridge, or
any portion thereof. Such |ease shall contain such terns of
paynent for such use by the public of the bridge or any portion
t hereof, and such other terms, provisions and conditions as nay
be agreed upon, and as the county comm ssioners shall deem
reasonabl e and proper. No tolls shall be charged the public for
the use of said bridge or any portion thereof for general
hi ghway purposes during the termof any such | ease or any such
contract. Any such contract or |ease shall be subject to the
approval of the Public Uility Comm ssion in the nmanner
prescri bed by | aw.

Section 2660. Operation of Joint County Toll Bridges by
Counti es.--Wenever it is necessary for any counties, in the
construction of any joint county bridge, or in the joint
acqui sition of any toll bridge, to issue bonds in paynent of
such construction or acquisition, including the approaches

thereto, of the damages sustai ned by owners of |ands taken in
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the construction or acquisition thereof, and including
reasonabl e fees for necessary |l egal services required in such
construction or acquisition, the county comm ssioners of said
county or counties may, with the consent of the State Departnent
of Hi ghways if the cost of such bridge was in excess of four
hundred thousand dol | ars ($400, 000), assess, supervise and

coll ect such tolls for the use of said bridge for all traffic as
may be necessary to pay the interest on said bonds, and to
create a sinking fund for the payment and redenption of the sane
within thirty years fromthe date of the issue thereof, and to
pay al so the costs and expenses of operating and naintai ni ng
such bridge between the tinme of construction thereof and the
date of the redenption of the |last of said bonds to be redeened
by such tolls. The tolls so collected shall be distributed,

bet ween such counties, in proportion to the anmount paid in by
each county in the original construction or acquisition, and al
noneys received fromrentals for special use shall be divided
between themin the sane proportion. In no case shall any tolls
be collected after the redenption of the original bonds issued.
Such bridge, whether constructed or jointly acquired, shall be a
joint county bridge.

Section 2661. Managenent, Maintenance and Policing of Joint
County Toll Bridges; Turning Over to Departnent of H ghways. --
(a) Such joint county bridge shall be managed, controll ed,
mai nt ai ned, repaired, operated and |ighted by the com ssioners
of the said counties, acting as a joint county bridge
conmmi ssion, who are hereby authorized to act jointly in the
enpl oyment of such worknen, collectors of tolls, and other
enpl oyes, to fix their wages, salaries and conpensation, and to

i ncur such other expenses in the construction and operation of
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such bridge, including the conpensation of such attorneys as in
their judgnent shall be requisite and necessary. All decisions
of such comm ssion shall require a majority vote of all the
menbers thereof.

(b) The conm ssioners of said counties acting jointly may
adopt such rules and regul ations as they deem expedi ent for the
proper governnment and nmanagenent of said bridge, and for the
preservation of good order, safe traffic and proper conduct
t hereon. They may al so require arrests to be nade for evasion,
or attenpts to evade, in violation of their rules or
regul ati ons, the paynent of tolls fixed for passage over said
bri dge. For any violations thereof, the offender shall be
subject to a fine of not Iess than ten dollars ($10), or nore
than twenty-five dollars ($25), together with costs, upon
summary conviction before a justice of the peace, nagistrate or
al derman of either of said counties, and, on default of paynent
of such fine, then to inprisonment of not |ess than ten days, or
nore than thirty days, in the county prison of either of said
counti es.

(c) Such powers and duties of said conm ssioners acting as a
joint comm ssion shall continue until the redenption of the |ast
of said bonds to be redeened by such tolls, whereupon said
bri dge shall be turned over as a free bridge to the
Commonweal th, if such bridge crosses a river and is |located on a
State highway route, or connects two State hi ghway routes.
Thereafter, such bridge shall be maintained by the H ghway
Department at the expense of the Conmonwealth. O herw se, such
bri dge shall be maintained as other joint county bridges.]

Section 26. Section 2670 of the act, anmended July 10, 1990
(P.L.379, No.89), is anended to read:
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Section 2670. Building or Repair of Bridges.--In addition to
the provisions of Articles XVIIl1 and XXIl1Il of this act relating
to contracting for services and personal property, whenever the
county comm ssioners propose to build or repair a bridge at a
cost in excess of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) [their
advertisenments for bids shall contain the description of the
repairs, or designs of the kind of bridge, required. Wen the
contract is for the building of a bridge, the designs and
specifications therefor, or a copy thereof, shall be kept in the
of fice of the county conm ssioners, open to the inspection of
all intending bidders during such advertising and the tine
specified therein for the reception of bids. In the case of a
bridge to be erected over a strean] upon the |line between two
adj oining counties, the advertising shall be done in each of
said counties, and a copy of the plans and specifications shal
be kept in the comm ssioners' office of each county. [The tine
of filing bids and the person's nane with whomfiled nmust be
mar ked on the outside of said bids.]

Section 27. Section 2676 of the act is amended to read:

Section 2676. Incurring of |Indebtedness; Taxation for Debt
Service.--Any county constructing a bridge or making any ot her
capital inprovenent or major repairs, in relation to the matters
provided for in this article, may, pursuant to a resolution
adopted for that purpose by the county comm ssioners of such
county, incur indebtedness and borrow noney therefor [in
accordance with the provisions of the Miunicipal Borrow ng Law].
Any such county may |evy and collect on all taxable property in
such county, in addition to all other taxes, for the purposes of
servi ci ng such i ndebt edness.

Section 28. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

H8L16JLW 19990S1154B1428 - 40 -



