PRINTER S No. 1092

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 960 =%

| NTRODUCED BY WAGNER, MJURPHY, CONTI, STOUT, BODACK, COSTA,
STAPLETON, BELL, TOM.I NSON, BOSCOLA, KI TCHEN, MOVERY,
TARTAGLI ONE AND GREENLEAF, MNAY 10, 1999

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, NAY 10, 1999
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, providing for the offense of selling
or furnishing violent interactive video games to m nors.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a chapter to read:
CHAPTER 64
| NTERACTI VE VI DEO GAMES
Sec.
6401. Short title of chapter.
6402. Legislative findings.
6403. Selling or furnishing interactive violent video games to
m nors.
§ 6401. Short title of chapter.
This chapter shall be known and nay be cited as the Violent

Vi deo Gane Protection Act.

§ 6402. Legislative findings.



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

The General Assenbly hereby finds and decl ares as fol |l ows:
(1) Wthin the last ten years the video ganme narket,
particularly the use of home video game systens, has expl oded

t hroughout this Commonweal th and the nation.

(2) Video ganes are available to children not only at
traditional places of business specializing in anusenent but
al so through a variety of retail outlets and nagazi ne sal es
for hone use and by comruni cation on the Internet.

(3) Inprovenents to the picture, speed and resol ution of
t he new age of video ganes have nade the depiction of
characters, places and events contained in the ganes
amazingly realistic.

(4) Sone, but not all, video ganmes contain graphic and
repeat ed scenes of violence which include decapitation,
bl oodshed, di snenbernent, killing and death by the use of
| et hal weapons or hand-to-hand conbat.

(5) The General Assenbly recognizes that violent crine
is a serious and persistent problemin our society,
especi al l y anong our yout h.

(6) The General Assenbly further recognizes that, as
confirmed by current scientific data, the repeated exposure
to graphic violence and participation in violent interactive
ganmes may contribute to violent behavior by our youth and
desensitizes themto acts of violence.

(7) Information regarding the content of graphic
vi ol ence contained in novies and tel evision prograns as wel |
as information regarding the lyrics of nmusic is provided to
consuners and parents so that they may make choi ces
concerning the depiction of violence and whet her they el ect

to have their children exposed to such content.
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8§ 6403. Selling or furnishing interactive violent video ganmes
to m nors.

(a) Ofense defined.--A person commits a sunmary offense if
the person sells, rents or otherw se provides for use for a
charge any video gane to a minor which contains scenes or
depi ctions of graphic violence as determ ned by the
Entertai nnent Software Rating Board. A person conmits a
m sdeneanor of the third degree for a second or subsequent
viol ation of this subsection.

(b) Required listings.--Any person or business offering any
vi deo ganme or conputer gane for sale, |loan or use nust nake
avai |l abl e the nost recent listings of the Entertai nnent Software
Rating Board for the inspection and review by any potenti al
pur chaser, user or transferee of such video or conputer gane.
Failure to make such information avail able shall constitute a
summary offense for a first offense and a m sdeneanor of the
third degree for a second or subsequent violation of this
subsecti on.

(c) Definitions.--As used in this section, the follow ng
wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this
subsecti on:

"Entertai nnent Software Rating Board." The independent
rating system established by the Interactive Digital Software
Associ ati on devel oped to provide consuner information regarding
the content of video and conmputer software ganmes and which may
be found on the Internet at the Entertai nment Software Rating
Board Wrld Wde Wb site.

"Graphic violence."” Includes, but is not limted to,
depi ctions of:

(1) Decapitation.
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(2) Bl oodsheddi ng.
(3) Disnmenberment.
(4) Gotesque cruelty.

"Mnor." Any person under 18 years of age.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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