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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 948 5

I NTRODUCED BY SCHWARTZ, BODACK AND BELAN, MAY 3, 1999

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, MAY 3, 1999
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing the Viol ence Prevention Gant Program providing
for the duties of the Departnent of Education, for
confidentiality of student records and for audits of program
and maki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Viol ence
Prevention Grant Program Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) Governnent and conmunity officials, as well as
medi cal and educational professionals, refer to the
occurrence of violence in society as an epi dem c.

(2) Since 1988, teenage boys in the United States
general ly have been nore |likely to die from gunshot wounds

than fromall natural causes conbi ned.

(3) There have been nearly 3,000,000 incidents of crine



1 on or near school grounds each year.

2 (4) Qun-related violence takes the life of an American
3 child at | east every three hours and the lives of at |east 25
4 chil dren, an equival ent of the nunber of children in a

5 cl assroom every three days.

6 (5) Violence is a | earned behavior. The basic val ues,

7 attitudes, behavioral patterns and comunication skills

8 acquired in early life are likely to be key in devel opi ng

9 predi sposition for violent behavior later in life.

10 (6) Mental health services provided by the comunity

11 have the ability to assist students who are at risk for

12 vi ol ent acts; however, current avenues for seeking such

13 assi stance by students and their parents may result in a

14 tenporary delay in needed health services for the child.

15 (7) School districts have the opportunity to establish
16 direct linkages with these community-based nental health

17 services to provide rapid provision of necessary services to
18 students in need and their famlies.

19 Section 3. Definitions.
20 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
21 have the meanings given to themin this section unless the
22 context clearly indicates otherw se:
23 "At-risk student." A student who exhibits actions that
24 indicate a propensity for commtting violent behavior.
25 "Conmunity mental health services.” Services provided by a
26 county nental health agency or contracted for by a county nental
27 health agency.
28 "Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the
29 Commonweal t h.
30 "Vi ol ent behavior."” Behavior which is hostile or injurious
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toward anot her student or school enpl oyee or school
adm ni strator or destructive toward school or personal property.
The termincludes, but is not limted to, verbal and witten
threats of death, personal injury or property damage and the
possessi on of a weapon, as defined in section 1317.2 of the act
of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School
Code of 1949.
Section 4. Violence Prevention G ant Program
(a) Establishnent.--The Violence Prevention G ant Programis
her eby established in the departnent.
(b) Application by school districts.--A school district may
apply to the departnent for a violence prevention grant.
(c) Award of grants.--The anmount of each viol ence prevention
grant per school district shall not exceed $100, 000 per year.
(d) Purpose.--The purpose of violence prevention grants
shall be for school districts to create |linkages with conmunity-
based nmental health services to better enable students and their
famlies to pronptly access nental health services for students
at risk of violent behavior.
(e) Eligible uses of grants.--School districts may use
vi ol ence prevention grants for eligible uses which include, but
are not limted to, the follow ng:
(1) To facilitate the referral of at-risk students to
county mental health systens.
(2) To place community mental health counselors in the
schools for the provision of onsite nental health services.
(3) To establish student assistance prograns at the
el enentary and m ddl e school levels to identify and refer to
services those students at risk of violent behavior.

(4) To use school facilities as a point of entry for the
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provi sion of mental health services for at-risk students and

their famlies.

(5) To enploy nmental health professionals to train
school enpl oyees and adnministrators regardi ng the
identification of and response to students who are at risk of
vi ol ent behavi or.

Section 5. Confidentiality of student information.

Any information obtained by a school district, school
enpl oyees and school adm nistrators regarding an inquiry,
request for information, referral or provision of nmental health
services for a student shall be kept confidential and nay not be
rel eased without the consent of the student's parent.

Section 6. Annual audits.

The departnent shall conduct annual audits of the program
est abl i shed under this act.
Section 7. Regul ations.

The departnent, in consultation with the Departnment of Public
Wel fare, shall pronmulgate regulations to carry out the
provi sions of this act.

Section 8. Appropriation.

The sum of $3, 000, 000, or as much thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Education
for the fiscal year July 1, 1999, to June 30, 2000, to carry out
the provisions of this act.

Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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