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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 634 5

| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, O PAKE, HART, BOSCOLA, WAGNER AND
STOUT, MARCH 22, 1999

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 22, 1999
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for the

desi gnation of the Constabl es' Education and Trai ni ng Board;

and further providing for powers and duties of the board.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "board" in section 2941 of
Title 42 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes is anended to
read:

§ 2941. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

* x *

"Board." The [Constabl es' Education and Trai ning]

Commpnweal th Const abl e Board established in section 2943

(relating to board established).

* * %



Section 2. Sections 2943(a) and 2948(a) of Title 42 are
amended to read:
§ 2943. Board established.

(a) Board created.--There is hereby established within the

conmmi ssion [an advisory] a board to be known as the [Constabl es

Educati on and Trai ni ng] Conmonweal t h Const abl e Board.

* x *

§ 2948. Use of firearms.

(a) Standards.--The [Constabl es' Education and Trai ni ng
Board] board, with the review and approval of the Pennsylvani a
Commi ssion on Crinme and Delinquency, shall establish standards
for the certification or qualification of constables and deputy
constables to carry or use firearnms in the perfornmance of any
duties.

* x *

Section 3. Title 42 is anended by adding a section to read:

8 2951. Suspension or revocation of certificate.

(a) Authority of board.--Follow ng notice and a heari ng as

provided for in this section, the board shall have the authority

to revoke or suspend a constable's or deputy constable's

certificate for the foll owi ng reasons:

(1) Physical or nental disability affecting the

constable's ability to performhis duties.

(2) Neqglect of the constable's duti es.

(3) Conviction of a felony or m sdenmeanor.

(4) Conduct unbecom ng a const abl e.

(5) Inefficiency or inconpetence.

(6) Intoxication or use of a controll ed substance whil e

performing official duties.

(b)Y Conplaint.--A person may file with the board a witten
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conplaint, sworn to by the conplainant, alleging that a

constabl e's or deputy constable's certificate should be revoked

or suspended for one or nore of the reasons listed in subsection

(a). The board may al so i nvestigate or cause to be investi gated

t he conduct of a constable or deputy constable and file a

witten statenent of the all egations.

(c) Notice.--If the board decides there is a prinma facie

case supporting the all egations, the board shall give the

subj ect of the conplaint witten notice of the all egati ons and

the tine and place of the hearing on the conplaint. The heari ng

shall not be held | ess than 30 days after the subject of the

conplaint is given notice.

(d) Procedure.--The board shall by requl ati on establi sh

procedures for investigati ng conpl aints and conducti ng heari ngs

under this section.

(e) District attorney, county solicitor, judge or district

justice.--1f a district attorney, county solicitor, judge or

district justice files the conpl ai nt under subsection (b), the

board shall investigate the conplaint and respond with a report

to the district attorney, county solicitor, judge or district

justice. A district attorney, county solicitor, judge or

district justice who files a conplaint shall be given notice of

any hearing regardi ng the subject constabl e or deputy constabl e

and shall be provided with an opportunity to gi ve testi npny and

make reconmendati ons reqgardi ng the constabl e or deputy

const abl e.

(f) Rights of respondent.--The subject of the conpl ai nt

shall have the right to appear either personally or by counsel,

or both, to produce w tnesses and evi dence on his own behalf, to

cross-exan ne witnesses and to have subpoenas i ssued on his
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behalf by the board or its desi gnee.

(d) Appeal.--The subject of a conplaint nay appeal the

admi ni strative | aw and procedure).

1
2
3 board's decision in accordance with Title 2 (relating to
4
5

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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