PRINTER S NO. 646

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 611 *5e”

| NTRODUCED BY SCHWARTZ, HART, COSTA, BODACK, MELLOW DENT,
SLOCUM BGOSCOLA AND KI TCHEN, MARCH 17, 1999

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, MARCH 17, 1999
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AN ACT

Providing rights with respect to breastfeeding in public and
private places where a wonman i s otherw se authorized to be.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Breastfeeding
Ri ghts Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) Breastfeeding offers better nutrition, digestion and
i mmune system functioning than formul a-feedi ng and enhances
bondi ng between not her and infant. Conpared with fornmula-
feeding, breastfeeding results in |ower rates of death and
| ower incidence of nmeningitis, childhood | ynphoma and ot her
cancers, diabetes, respiratory illnesses and other ill nesses.
(2) Breastfeeding provides significant |ong-term health

benefits to the nother, including a reduced risk of breast
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and ovarian cancers.

(3) The Surgeon Ceneral of the United States, the United
St at es Departnent of Health and Human Services, the Wrld
Heal t h Organi zati on and UNI CEF encourage wonen to breastfeed.
Among the goals of the United States Public Health Service
for the year 2000 is to increase breastfeeding at birth to
75% and breastfeeding for six nonths to 50%

(4) In addition to health benefits, breastfeeding
provi des an econom c benefit to famlies and to society.

(5) Despite the benefits of breastfeeding and the
recommendati ons of public health organi zations, nearly half
of the nothers giving birth in the United States do not
breastfeed their babies. Wile over 50% of new nothers
breastfeed at birth, that rate falls to 20% at six nonths and
6% at one year

(6) The social constraints of nodern society di scourage
wonen from breastfeedi ng. Many new not hers choose not to
breastfeed to avoi d enbarrassnent, social ostracismor the
threat of crimnal prosecution.

(7) Breastfeeding is an inportant and basic act of
nurture that shoul d be encouraged, supported and protected in
the interests of maternal and child health and fam |y val ues.

Section 3. Right to breastfeed.

A wonman has an absolute right to breastfeed in any |ocation,
public or private, where she is otherw se authorized to be.
Section 4. Interference prohibited.

No person shall interfere with a wonan breastfeeding in any
| ocation, public or private, where she is otherw se authorized
to be.

Section 5. Violation of act.
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Any violation of this statute shall be unl awf ul
di scrim nation on the basis of sex.

Section 6. Adm nistration.

The Pennsyl vani a Hunan Rel ati ons Commi ssion is vested with
authority to admnister this act and, in doing so, is authorized
to exercise any of the powers and duties with which it is
ot herwi se vested by | aw.

Section 7. Procedure.

The procedure for processing a conplaint and the renedies
avai |l abl e shall be in accordance with the procedures and
remedi es set forth in the act of October 27, 1955 (P.L. 744,

No. 222), known as the Pennsylvania Human Rel ati ons Act,

i ncludi ng specifically the procedures and renedies set forth in

sections 9, 9.2, 10, 11 and 12 of that act.

Section 8. Judicial action to prevent inmediate and irreparable
har m

Notwi t hstanding any limtations otherw se i nposed by | aw, any
person aggrieved by or threatened with a violation of this act
who needs pronpt judicial action in order to prevent inmediate
and irreparabl e harm may conmence an action for injunctive
relief in an appropriate court of original jurisdiction. The
court may grant an appropriate prelimnary or special injunction
in accordance with Pa.R C.P. No. 1531 pending final disposition
of a conplaint filed under this act. Any person comrenci ng an
action for injunctive relief nust file a conplaint with the
Pennsyl vani a Hunman Rel ati ons Commi ssion within 30 days foll ow ng
conmencenent of the action.

Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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