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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 599 s

| NTRODUCED BY TOMLI NSON, JUBELI RER, MELLOW BGOSCOLA, HELFRI CK,
THOWPSQON, CONTI, MJSTO, CERLACH, FUMO, WAGNER, KUKOVI CH,
VWH TE, PUNT AND STOUT, MARCH 15, 1999

SENATOR TI LGHVAN, APPROPRI ATI ONS, RE- REPORTED AS AMENDED
JUNE 12, 2000
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112),
entitled "An act relating to the right to practice nedicine
and surgery and the right to practice nedically related acts;
reestablishing the State Board of Medical Education and

Li censure as the State Board of Medicine and providing for

its conmposition, powers and duties; providing for the

i ssuance of licenses and certificates and the suspension and

revocation of licenses and certificates; providing penalties;

and maki ng repeals,” providing for certification of athletic
trainers by the State Board of Medicine; and naking repeals.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2 of the act of Decenmber 20, 1985
(P.L.457, No.112), known as the Medical Practice Act of 1985, is
anmended by addi ng definitions to read:

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

"ATHLETE. " AN | NDI VI DUAL_VWHO PARTI CI PATES I N I NDI VI DUAL OR <—
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TEAM SPORTS, ATHLETI C GAMES OR RECREATI ONAL_SPORT ACTI VI TY.

"Athletic training services." The planning, coordi nati on and

supervi sion of health care for physicallyactivepersoens AN
ATHLETE OR OTHER PERSON with the direction of a |licensed

physi cian. The term i ncludes the renderi ng of energency care,

devel opnent of injury prevention prograns and providi ng

asststive APPROPRI ATE PREVENTATI VE AND SUPPORTI NG devi ces for

t he physicallyaetive ATHLETE OR OTHER person. The term al so

i ncl udes the assessnment, nmnagenent, treatnent, rehabilitation

and reconditioni ng of the physically active persons whose

conditions are within the professi onal preparati on and educati on

of a certified athletic trainer, | NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TQ

THE USE OF MODALI TIES SUCH AS; MECHANI CAL STI MULATI ON, HEAT,

COD, LIGAHT, AIR WATER, ELECTRICITY, SOUND, MASSACE, AND THE

USE OF THERAPEUTI C EXERCI SES, RECONDI T1 ONI NG EXERCI SE, AND

FI TNESS PROGRAMS. ATHLETI C TRAI NI NG SERVI CES SHALL NOT | NCLUDE

SURGERY, | NVASI VE PROCEDURES OR PRESCRI PTI ON OF ANY CONTROLLED

SUBSTANCE.

"Certified athletic trainer." A person who is certified to

performathletic training services by the State Board of

Medi ci ne or State Board of Osteopathic Medicine.

* * %

"Direction." Supervision over the actions of a certified

athletic trainer via referral by prescription to treat

conditions for a physically active person froma |licensed

physi ci an, dentist or podiatrist or witten protocol approved by

a supervi si ng physici an, dentist or podiatrist, except that the

physi cal presence of the supervising physician, dentist or

podiatrist is not required if the supervi sing physician, denti st

19990S0599B2035 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

or podiatrist is readily avail able for consultati on by direct

communi cation, radi o, tel ephone, facsinle, tel ecomuni cati ons

or via other el ectroni c neans.

* * %

" . . _n . .o . <

"Referral." Awittenor—oral- AN order froma |licensed <—

physi ci an, dentist or podiatrist to a certified athletic trainer

for athletic training services FOR AN ATHLETE OR OTHER PERSON. <—

AN ORDER MAY BE VWRITTEN OR ORAL, EXCEPT THAT AN ORAL ORDER MUST

BE_REDUCED TO WRITING WTHI N 72 HOURS COF | SSUANCE

* * %

"Witten protocol." A witten agreenent FOR USE WTH AN <—

ATHLETE DEVELOPED I N CONJUNCTI ON wi th one or nbre superVisSing

physi ci ans which identifies and is signed by the supervising

physi ci an and the certified athletic trainer. It describes the

manner and frequency in which the certified athletic trainer

requl arly communi cates with the supervi sing physician. |t

i ncl udes standard operati ng procedures, devel oped in agreenent

with the supervi sing physician and certified athletic trainer,

that the certified athletic trainer foll ows when not directly

supervi sed on-site by the supervi si ng physici an.

Section 2. Section 3(a) of the act, anmended July 2, 1993
(P.L.424, No.60), is anended to read:

Section 3. State Board of Medicine.
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(a) Establishnent.--The State Board of Medicine shal
consi st of the comm ssioner or his designee, the Secretary of
Heal th or his designee, two nenbers appointed by the Governor
who shal |l be persons representing the public at |arge and seven
menber s appoi nted by the Governor, six of whom shall be nedical
doctors with unrestricted licenses to practice nedicine and
surgery in this Coomonwealth for five years inmediately
precedi ng their appointnment and one who shall be a nurse
m dwi fe, physician assistant, certified registered nurse

practitioner [or], respiratory care practitioner or certified

athletic trainer licensed or certified under the laws of this

Commonweal th. All professional and public nenbers of the board
shall be appointed by the Governor, with the advice and consent
of a mpjority of the nenbers elected to the Senate.

* x *

Section 3. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 51.1. Athletic trainers.

(a) GCeneral rule.--An athletic trainer certified by the

board may, under the direction of a physician, podiatrist or

dentist, provide athletic training services to a physically

active person under the care of a physician, dentist or

podiatrist. An athletic trainer certified under this section

shal | refer a—phystecalby—active ANY person with conditions <—
HEALTH CARE PROBLEMS outside the scope of athletic training <—

services to a physician, dentist or podiatrist.

(b)Y Tenporary certifications.--Any athletic trainer who

holds a valid certificate i ssued by the State Board of Physi cal

Ther apy under the act of COctober 10, 1975 (P.L.383, No.110),

known as the Physical Therapy Practice Act, relating to the

practice of athletic training, prior to the effective date of
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this act shall, on and after the effective date hereof, be

deened to be certified by the State Board of Medicine or State

Board of Osteopathic Medicine as provided for in this act.

(c) Certification, title and limtation on practice.--An

athletic trainer who neets the requirenents of this section

shall be certified, may use the title "athletic trainer" or the

abbreviation for the title, "A.T.C.," and may perform athl etic

trai ning services. A person who is not certified under this

section may not use the designation of certified athletic

trainer, athletic trainer, or any of the |listed abbreviations

for that title, including "CAT.," or "A/T.C.," or any simlar

desi gnation. This section shall not prohibit any person trained

and |licensed or certified under any other |aw from engagi ng in

the licensed or certified practice in which the person is

trai ned.

(d) Requl ations.--The State Board of Mdici ne and State

Board of Osteopathic Medicine shall pronul gate requl ati ons whi ch

define the circunstances and protocol under which a certified

athletic trainer may performathletic training services. Until

such requl ati ons are pronul gated by the State Board of Medi ci ne

and State Board of Osteopathic Medicine, the athletic trainer

shall be requl ated by the requl ati ons, duly pronul gated by the

State Board of Physical Therapy prior to the enactnent of this

anendatory act governing the activities of certified athletic

trainers, which are not inconsistent with this act.

(e) Doctors of Osteopathic Medicine.--Notw thstandi ng any

provi sion of the act of October 5, 1978 (P.L.1109, No. 261),

known as the Osteopathic Medical Practice Act, to the contrary,

doctors of osteopathic nedicine may supervi se and direct the

activities of athletic trainers to the sane extent as physici ans
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requl ated by the act of Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112),

known as the Medical Practice Act of 1985, may direct activities

pursuant to this act.

(f) Jurisdiction.--The State Board of Medicine and the State

Board of Osteopathic Medicine shall be responsible for the

certification of all athletic trainers. Jurisdiction will be

deterni ned by the type of physici an who supervi ses and directs

the certified athletic trainer. Certified athletic trainers

supervi sed by physici ans requl ated by the Medi cal Practice Act

of 1985 shall fall within the jurisdiction of the State Board of

Medicine. Certified athletic trainers supervised by a doctor of

osteopathy shall fall within the jurisdiction of the State Board

of Osteopat hi c Medi ci ne.

SECTION 4. NOTHI NG IN TH S ACT SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PREVENT <—
A LI CENSED PHYSI CAL THERAPI ST FROM ANY PRACTI CE AUTHORI ZED BY
THE ACT OF OCTOBER 10, 1975 (P.L.383, NO 110), KNOMW AS THE
PHYSI CAL THERAPY PRACTI CE ACT.

Section 4 5. The following acts and parts of acts are <—
repeal ed insofar as they are inconsistent with this act:

The act of COctober 10, 1975 (P.L.383, No.110), known as the
Physi cal Therapy Practice Act.

The act of COctober 5, 1978 (P.L.1109, No.261), known as the
Ost eopat hi ¢ Medi cal Practice Act.

Section 5 6. This act shall take effect in 60 days. <—
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