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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 395 *ue”

| NTRODUCED BY THOMPSQON, EARLL, MADI GAN, O PAKE, GERLACH, WAGNER
HART AND RHOADES, FEBRUARY 12, 1999

REFERRED TO STATE GOVERNVENT, FEBRUARY 12, 1999
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing the Mandate Revi ew Advi sory Board within the Loca
Gover nment Conmmi ssi on; addi ng powers and duties upon the
Local Governnent Conmi ssion.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Mandate Revi ew Advi sory Board.
(a) Duties of Local Governnent Comm ssion.--The Local
Gover nment Conmmi ssion shall have the foll ow ng powers and
duti es:
(1) In consultation with the Mandate Revi ew Advi sory
Board created in subsection (b), to make recomendati ons to
the General Assenbly concerning the term nation, continuation
or revision of existing or future nandates.
(2) In consultation with the Legislative Data Processing
Center, to create the necessary information systemto perform
the duties inposed on it under this act.

(3) To enploy and supervise the personnel required to

performthe duties inposed on it under this act.
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(b) Mandate Revi ew Advi sory Board.--There is hereby
establ i shed a Mandate Revi ew Advi sory Board to the Loca
Gover nment Conmmi ssion. The Mandate Revi ew Advi sory Board shal
consi st of the follow ng nenbers:

(1) Four nenbers of the Local Governnment Conmi ssion
appoi nted by the chairperson of the Local Governnent
Commi ssi on, one of whom shall be a nmenber of the npjority
party of the Senate, one of whom shall be a nenber of the
mnority party of the Senate, one of whom shall be a nenber
of the mpjority party of the House of Representatives and one
of whom shall be a nenber of the mnority party of the House
of Representatives.

(2) Seven nenbers, with one nenber to be appointed by
each of the foll ow ng organizati ons:

(i) Pennsylvania League of Cities and

Muni ci palities.

(i1i) Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs.
(ii1) County Conm ssioners Associ ation of

Pennsyl vani a.

(iv) Pennsylvania State Association of Township

Conmi ssi oner s.

(v) Pennsylvania State Association of Township

Super vi sors.

(vi) Pennsylvani a School Boards Association, Inc.
(vii) Pennsylvania Miunicipal Authorities

Associ ati on.

(3) The secretaries or acting secretaries of the
foll ow ng seven departnments or their respective designees
shall be ex officio nenbers:

(i) Departnent of Education.
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(i1i) Departnment of Environnental Protection.

(1i1) Departnment of Health.

(iv) Departnment of Public Wlfare.

(v) Departnent of Labor and I ndustry.

(vi) Departnment of Conmunity and Economi c
Devel opnent .

(vii) Departnment of Transportation.

(c) Ternms and vacancies. --Menbers of the Mandate Revi ew
Advi sory Board, except for the ex officio nenbers, shall be
appointed for a termof two years. Menbers may be reappointed to
succeed thensel ves. Vacancies shall be filled by the appointing
authority.

(d) Chairperson.--The Mandate Revi ew Advi sory Board shal
el ect a chairperson fromits menbership.

(e) Powers and duties.--The Mandate Revi ew Advi sory Board
shall have the foll ow ng powers and duti es:

(1) Wth the assistance of the Local Governnent
Commi ssion staff, to review current |aws constituting
mandat es on political subdivisions by the Commonweal t h.

(2) Wth the approval of the Local Governnent

Commi ssion, to conduct hearings, take testinony and make

i nvestigations concerning the inpact of nandates within this

Commonweal t h.

(3) To obtain reasonably accessible information and

assi stance from any muni ci pal organi zati on whi ch appoints a

menber to the Mandate Revi ew Advi sory Board.

(4) To recomrend to the Local Governnment Conmi ssion
term nation, continuation or revision of Conmonweal th
mandat es on political subdivisions.

(f) Cooperation by Conmonweal t h agenci es. - - Commonweal t h
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1 agencies, as defined in 42 Pa.C.S. 8 102 (relating to

2 definitions), at the request of the chairperson of the Local

3 Government Conm ssion, are authorized and directed to supply

4 information, suggestions, estimtes and statistics as requested
5 to assist the Local Government Conmi ssion or the Mandate Revi ew
6 Advisory Board in performing their duties under this act.

7 (g) Report.--A prelimnary report on the Mandate Revi ew

8 Advisory Board's work shall be due within one year of the

9 effective date of this act. The report shall establish a

10 tinmetable for a conplete review of all existing nmandat es.

11 (h) Conpensation.--Mnbers of the Mandate Revi ew Advi sory
12 Board shall serve w thout conpensation but shall be reinbursed
13 for all necessary and actual expenses incurred in the

14 performance of their duties.

15 (1) Expenses.--The funds required by the Local Governnent
16 Conmm ssion and the Mandate Revi ew Advi sory Board to perform
17 their duties under this act, including the expenses of the

18 Mandate Revi ew Advi sory Board, shall be appropriated as a

19 separate budget line itemto the Local Governnment Conmm ssion.
20 Section 2. Effective date.
21 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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