PRINTER S NO. 245

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 240 5

| NTRODUCED BY KUKOVI CH, PUNT, LAVALLE, BELAN, WAGNER, BOSCCLA,
O PAKE, KASUNI C, STAPLETON, MJSTO, COSTA, VH TE, EARLL
MELLOW SCHWARTZ AND RHOADES, FEBRUARY 1, 1999

REFERRED TO COVMUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT, FEBRUARY 1, 1999
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AN ACT
Providing for a programto pronote econom c devel opnent in
downt own areas; establishing the D scover Pennsylvania's
Downt owns program further providing for duties of the
Depart ment of Conmmunity and Economi ¢ Devel oprment; and maki ng
an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Di scover
Pennsyl vani a' s Downt owns Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and decl arati on.
The General Assenbly finds and decl ares that downtown areas
t hr oughout Pennsyl vani a of fer uni que cultural, business and
historic attractions. Each county should be afforded the
opportunity to market, pronote and revitalize a downtown area
and to highlight the area's attractions. Inproving the

i nfrastructure and encouragi ng econom ¢ devel opnent i n downt own

areas coul d decrease crinme, reduce unenploynent and stabilize
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shrinking tax bases. It is in the best interest of the
Conmonweal th to facilitate the revitalization of downtown areas
within our communities.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Applicant.” The mayor for first class counties. The county
conmi ssioners for all other counties.

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Community and Econom c
Devel opnent of the Commonweal t h.

"Downtown area." The central business district of a city,
bor ough or township which has traditionally served as a retail,
service, cultural and comrunal focal point within a conmunity of
t hi s Commonweal t h.

Section 4. Establishnent of program

There is hereby established within the departnent the
D scover Pennsyl vani a's Downt owns program for the purpose of
maki ng avail able to each county the opportunity to market,
pronote and revitalize a downtown area.

Section 5. Powers and duti es.

The departnent shall develop witten guidelines and
pronmul gate regul ati ons necessary to inplenment the D scover
Pennsyl vani a' s Downt owns program These gui del i nes and
regul ations shall include, but not be limted to, a fornal
notification procedure designed to advise each applicant how to
apply for funds. The regul ations shall also include a $100, 000
maxi mum per county per fiscal year. Mre than one downtown area
in each county may receive funding as |long as the total amount

does not exceed $100, 000 per county per fiscal year.
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Section 6. Appropriation.

The sum of $6, 700, 000, or as much thereof as may be
necessary, is appropriated to the Departnent of Community and
Econom ¢ Devel opnment for the Di scover Pennsyl vani a's Downt owns
program

Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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