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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 177 =5

I NTRODUCED BY CGERLACH, ROBBI NS, TOWLI NSON, HELFRI CK, STAPLETON,
KASUNI C, COSTA, MJSTO, WOZNI AK, BODACK AND PUNT,
JANUARY 20, 1999

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, JANUARY 20, 1999
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for visitation

rights and partial custody.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 5301 and 5311 of Title 23 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anended to read:
§ 5301. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly declares that it is the public policy of
t his Cormonweal th, when in the best interest of the child, to
assure [a]:

(1) A reasonable and continuing contact of the child
with both parents after a separation or dissolution of the
marri age and the sharing of the rights and responsibilities

of child rearing by both parents [and conti nuing].

(2) Continuing contact of the child or children with

grandparents when a parent is deceased, divorced or separated

and conti nuing contact is in the best interest of the child




and would not interfere with the parent-child rel ati onshi p.

§ 5311. [Wien parent deceased] G andparents.

[If a parent of an unmarried child is deceased, the parents

or grandparents of the deceased parent] (a) General rule.--

Grandparents and great-grandparents nmay be granted reasonabl e

partial custody or visitation rights, or both, to [the] an
unmarried child by the court upon a finding that partial custody
or visitation rights, or both, would be in the best interest of
the child and would not interfere with the parent-child

rel ati onship. [The court shall consider the amount of personal
contact between the parents or grandparents of the deceased
parent and the child prior to the application.]

(b)Y Adoption.--This section shall not apply if the child has

been adopted by both a new nother and a new father who were

previously unrelated to the child. Any visitation rights granted

pursuant to this section prior to the adoption of the child

shall be autonmatically term nated upon such adopti on.

(c) Attorney fees.--The court may award reasonabl e attorney

fees to any party who defends agai nst an acti on brought under

this section if the court finds that the acti on was brought in

bad faith or for vexati ous reasons.

Section 2. Sections 5312, 5313 and 5314 of Title 23 are
r epeal ed.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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