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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 167 5

| NTRODUCED BY DENT, LEMMOND, BELL, COSTA, SCHWARTZ, WAUGH
STAPLETON, STOQUT, SLOCUM WOZNI AK, KASUNI C, MJRPHY, ROBBI NS
RHOADES AND BOSCOLA, JANUARY 19, 1999

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, MARCH 22, 1999
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a

Consolidated Statutes, further providing for terroristic

threats, for harassnent and stal king, for harassnment by

comuni cation or address and for offenses relating to weapons
or inplenments for escape; and providing for stal king by
conmuni cation or address.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2706(a) of Title 18 of the Pennsyl vani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended and the section is anmended by
addi ng subsections to read:

§ 2706. Terroristic threats.
(a) Ofense defined.--A person [is guilty of a m sdeneanor

of the first degree] conmts the crine of terroristic threats if

[he threatens to] the person conmunicates a threat to:

(1) conmt, either directly or indirectly, any crine of

violence with intent to terrorize another [or to];
(2) cause evacuation of a building, place of assenbly,

or facility of public transportation[,]; or
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(3) otherwise [to] cause serious public inconvenience[,
or in] with reckless disregard of the risk of causing such
terror or inconvenience.

* * %

(d) G ading.--An offense under subsection (a) constitutes a

m sdeneanor of the first degree.

(e) Definition.--As used in this section, the term

"communi cat es” nmeans conveys in person or by witten or

el ectroni c neans i ncluding tel ephone, electronic mail, |nternet,

facsimle, telex and simlar transni ssi ons.

Section 2. Sections 2709(a), (c)(1) and (f), 5122 and 5504
of Title 18 are anmended to read:
§ 2709. Harassnent and st al ki ng.

(a) Harassnent.--A person conmits the crine of harassnent
when, with intent to harass, annoy or al arm another, the person:

(1) [he] strikes, shoves, kicks or otherw se subjects

[him the other person to physical contact, or attenpts or
threatens to do the sane; [or]

(2) [he] follows [a] the other person in or about a
public place or places; or

(3) [he] engages in a course of conduct or repeatedly
commts acts which [alarmor seriously annoy such ot her
person and which] serve no |egitinmate purpose.
* x *
(c) Gading.--

(1) An offense under subsection (a) shall constitute a

[ summary of fense] m sdeneanor of the third degree.

* * %

(f) Definitions.--As used in this section, the follow ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this
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subsecti on:
"Course of conduct."” A pattern of actions conposed of nore
t han one act over a period of tine, however short, evidencing a

continuity of conduct. The termincludes | ewd, |ascivious,

t hr eat eni ng or obscene words, | anquage, draw ngs, caricatures or

actions, either in person or anonynousl|y.

* * %

§ 5122. Weapons or inplenents for escape.
(a) Ofenses defined.--
(1) A person conmits a m sdeneanor of the first degree
if he unlawfully introduces within a detention facility,
correctional institution or nmental hospital, or unlawfully

provi des an inmate thereof w th any weapon, amnitien- tool,

i npl enment, or other thing which may be used for escape.

(2) An inmate commits a m sdeneanor of the first degree
if he unlawfully procures, nakes or otherw se provides
himself with, or unlawfully has in his possession or under

his control, any weapon er—ammunitien, TOOL, | MPLEMENT OR

OTHER THI NG WH CH MAY BE USED FOR ESCAPE

[(3) An inmate conmits a m sdeneanor of the second
degree if he unlawfully procures, nakes or otherw se provides
himself with, or unlawfully has in his possession or under
his control, any tool, inplenment or other thing which may be
used for escape.]

(b) Definitions.--

(1) As used in this section the word "unlawfully" neans
surreptitiously or contrary to |law, regulation or order of
t he detaining authority.

(2) As used in this section the word "weapon" neans any

i npl enent readily capable of |ethal use and shall include any
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firearm anmunition, knife, dagger, razor, other cutting or

st abbi ng i npl ement or club, including any item which has been
nodi fied or adopted so that it can be used as a firearm

ammuni tion, knife, dagger, razor, other cutting or stabbing

i npl enment, or club. The word "firearnt includes an unl oaded
firearmand the unassenbl ed conponents of a firearm

8 5504. Harassnment and stal king by comruni cati on or address.

(a) [Ofense defined] Harassnent by communi cation or

if] the crine of harassnment by conmuni cati on or address when,

with intent to harass, annoy or alarm another, [he] the person:

(1) [makes a tel ephone call without intent of legitinmate

communi cation or addresses] comruni cates to or about such

ot her person any |lewd, |ascivious, threatening or [indecent]

obscene words [or], |anguage [or anonynously tel ephones

anot her person repeatedly], draw ngs or caricatures; or

(2) [makes repeated comruni cati ons anonynously or at
extrenely inconvenient hours, or in offensively coarse

| anguage.] conmuni cates repeatedly in an anonynbus nanner;

(3) communi cates repeatedly at extrenely i nconveni ent

(4) conmmuni cates repeatedly in a manner not covered by

par agraph (2) or (3).

(a.1) Stal king by conmuni cati on or address. --A person

commts the crinme of stal king by conmuni cati on or address when

t he person engages in a course of conduct or repeatedly
communi cat es to anot her —i-neludingfollowingsuchother—person <—
Hr—an—-electronicmediumwithout—proper—authority— under

ci rcunst ances whi ch denpnstrate or communi cate either of the
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1 (1) An intent to place such other person in reasonable

2 fear of bodily injury.

3 (2) An intent to cause substantial enotional distress to
4 such ot her person.

5 (b) Venue.--Any offense conmtted under [paragraph (a)(1) of
6 this section] subsection (a) or (a.l1l) may be deenmed to have been
7 conmitted at either the place at which the [tel ephone call or

8 <calls] conmunication or conmuni cati ons were nade or at the place
9 where the [tel ephone call or calls] conmmunication or

10 communi cations were received.

11 (c) Gading.--

12 (1) An offense under subsection (a) shall constitute a
13 nm sdeneanor of the third degree.

14 (2) Except as set forth under paragraph (3) or (4), an
15 of fense under subsection (a.1) shall constitute a m sdeneanor
16 of the first degree.

17 (3) A second or subsequent offense under subsection

18 (a.1) shall constitute a felony of the third degree.

19 (4 Afirst offense under subsection (a.1), if the
20 person has been previously convicted of any crine of violence
21 involving this sane victim famly or househol d nenbers,
22 including, but not linmted to, a violation of section 2701
23 (relating to sinple assault), 2702 (relating to aggravated
24 assault), 2705 (relating to recklessly endangering another
25 person), 2709 (relating to harassnent and stal king), 2901
26 (relating to kidnapping), 3121 (relating to rape), 3123
27 (relating to involuntary deviate sexual intercourse) or
28 3124.1 (relating to sexual assault), an order issued under
29 section 4954 (relating to protective orders) or an order
30 i ssued under 23 Pa.C. S. 8 6108 (relating to relief), shal
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constitute a felony of the third degree.

(d) False reports.--A person who knowi ngly gives fal se

information to any | aw enforcenent officer with the intent to

i npli cate anot her under this section conmts an of f ense under

section 4906 (relating to false reports to | aw enforcenent

aut horities).

(e) Application of section.--This section shall not apply to

conduct by a party to a | abor di spute as defined in the act of

June 2, 1937 (P.L.1198, No.308), known as the Labor Anti -

I njunction Act, or to any constitutionally protected activity.

(f) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Communi cates." Conveys, wWithout intent of legitinmte

communi cation or address, by witten or el ectroni c neans

i ncl udi ng tel ephone, electronic mail, Internet, facsinle, telex

and simlar transn ssi ons.

"Course of conduct." A pattern of actions conposed of npre

t han one act over a period of tine, however short, evidencing a

continuity of conduct. Acts indicating a course of conduct which

occur in nore than one jurisdiction nay be used by any ot her

jurisdiction in which an act occurred as evi dence of a

continuing pattern of conduct or a course of conduct.

"Enptional distress." A tenporary or pernanent state of

great physical or nental strain.

"Fami |y or household nenber." Spouses or persons who have

been spouses, persons living as spouses or who |ived as spouses,

parents and chil dren, other persons related by consanqui nity or

affinity, current or forner sexual or intinmate partners or

per sons who share bi ol ogi cal parent hood.
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1 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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