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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 29 =5

I NTRODUCED BY HOLL, JANUARY 7, 1999

REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATI ON, JANUARY 7, 1999
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 5, 1984 (P.L.587, No.119), entitled "An
act enpowering the Departnent of Transportation to preserve
and inprove rail freight service in the Coomonweal th by
maki ng grants, | oans or other assistance available to
qual i fied applicants; authorizing a conprehensive rail study;
maki ng an appropriation; and naking repeals," further
providing for the disposition of certain property.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 7(a) of the act of July 5, 1984 (P.L.587,
No. 119), known as the Rail Freight Preservation and | nprovenent
Act, is anmended to read:

Section 7. Contracts; procurenent and sal e of property;
conpetition in award of contracts.

(a) Contractual authority.--

(1) The department shall have the power and authority to
enter into contracts and to make joint contracts of purchase
with any railroad conpany, transportation organization or

muni ci pality in any manner conplying with the | aw applicable

to the entity. The departnent shall have power and authority
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to make contracts for the inprovenent of any rights-of-way,
roadbeds or rolling stock, electrification systens, other
transportation systens, or any parts thereof, constituting a
project w thout advertisenent for conpetitive bids, where
such work is to be done at cost by the personnel and with the
facilities of the railroad conmpany, |ocal transportation
organi zation or nunicipality on whose systemthe property is
to be used.

(2) Any other provision of law to the contrary
notwi t hstandi ng, the departnent may sell, transfer, |ease or
grant any |license to, easenment over or any other interest in
all, or any part of, the rail properties and other property
acqui red under the provisions of this or any other rail -
related act to any responsi bl e person, firm corporation,
muni ci pality or instrunentality thereof, municipal authority,
transportation authority, the Federal Governnent or any
branch or agency thereof, for continued operation or other
use conpatible with the operation of a railroad or any public
pur pose, when approval for the continued operation or other
public purpose is granted by the Interstate Commerce
Commi ssion of the United States, when such approval is

required[.], and when approval is granted by the

Transportati on Conm ttees of the Senate and House of

Representati ves. The departnment may exercise the authority

and power granted pursuant to this paragraph w thout the
necessity of conpetitive bidding. If, during the first five
years after the sale, transfer, |ease or grant of a |license
or easenent, the property or property right is used for any
pur pose ot her than that which is conpatible with the

operation of a railroad or any public purpose, the property
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or property right shall revert to the Commonweal t h.

(3) In the event the departnent determ nes that there is
no need for continued operation of a railroad on any rai
properties or other properties acquired under the provisions
of this or any other rail-related act, and that the
properties are not needed for any other public purpose, the
departnment may sell (under a system of public conpetitive
bi ddi ng), transfer, |ease or grant any |license to, easenent
over or any other interest in all or any part of the
properties to any responsi ble person, firm corporation,
muni ci pality or instrunentality thereof, municipal authority,
transportation or to the Federal Governnent or any branch or
agency thereof for any worthwhil e purpose, as determ ned by

the departnent[.], and subject to the approval of the

Transportati on Conm ttees of the Senate and House of

Repr esent ati ves.

(4) At least [30] 60 days prior to the sale of any
property as [authorized by] described in paragraph (2) or

(3), the departnment shall provide witten notice thereof to
the chairnmen of the Transportation Comrmittees of the Senate

and House of Representatives. Such notice shall state the

terns of the sale and i nclude the eval uati on made by the

departnent in determining that the sale of the descri bed

property is in the best interests of the Conmpbnweal th.

(5) At least 15 days prior to the sale, the chairnen of

the Transportati on Conmittees of the Senate and House of

Representati ves shall subnmt notice of approval or

di sapproval to the departnent. Wiere the respective

commi ttees di sapprove the sale, such notice to the departnent

shall contain the reasons for the Transportati on Conmittees'
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3 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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