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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 621 %%

| NTRODUCED BY FRANKEL, BATTI STO, BEBKO-JONES, BELARDI, BELFANTI
M COHEN, COSTA, DelLUCA, DeWEESE, FREEMAN, GEI ST, GEORGE
GRUCELA, HARHAI, JOSEPHS, LAUGHLI N, MELI O MJUNDY, ORI E
PESCI, PETRARCA, Pl PPY, READSHAW SATHER, SOLOBAY, STABACK,
STEELMAN, THOVAS, WALKO, WANSACZ AND WASHI NGTON,
OCTOBER 23, 2000

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
OCTOBER 23, 2000
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A RESOLUTI ON
Calling on the President and the Congress of the United States
to restore proper funding | evels for necessary prograns

t hroughout the country through the Social Services Bl ock

G ant .

WHEREAS, Title XX of the Social Security Act, the Soci al
Services Block Gant (SSBG, provides flexible funding to all ow
states to provide a wide range of critical services to | ow
i ncome and vul nerabl e ol der adults, persons with disabilities,
children and famlies; and

WHEREAS, Prograns nost frequently supported by SSBG i ncl ude
child care, child welfare, drug abuse prevention and treatnent
activities, elder care, home-based services, enploynent services
and services for persons with disabilities; and

VHEREAS, Conmunities nationw de have maxim zed the

flexibility of SSBG funds to address service gaps and | everage

addi tional resources for over 25 years; and
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WHEREAS, The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-193, 110 Stat. 2105),
and the 1996 Wl fare Reform Act, effective through 2002,
aut hori zed a funding | evel established at $2.38 billion; and

WHEREAS, Funding cuts over the past four years have
dramatically reduced funding for critical services in |ocal
comuni ties; and

WHEREAS, The fiscal year 2001 authorized | evel for SSBG has
been reduced to $1.7 billion, with further reductions in
aut hori zed | evel s occurring through 2003; and

WHEREAS, The United States Senate Appropriations Commttee in
its fiscal year 2001 budget proposal cut the programto $600
mllion for fiscal year 2001, a 66%reduction fromits fiscal
year 2000 funding | evel of $1.775 billion, resulting in an
estimated $400 million loss in funding for child protective
services and an estimated $262 nmillion cut fromkey services for
the elderly; and

WHEREAS, Such funding cuts will be further exacerbated since
t he amobunt that states can transfer from Tenporary Assistance to
Needy Famlies (TANF) to Title XX has also been restricted to
4.25%in 2001 fromthe previous 10% and

WHEREAS, Bipartisan bills introduced in the United States
Senate (S. 2585) and the United States House of Representatives
(H. R 4481) on May 17, 2000, would raise the authorized funding
level for the SSBGin Title XX of the Social Security Act to
$2.38 billion; and

WHEREAS, The aforenentioned | egislation would again allow all
states to transfer 10% of their TANF funds to SSBG therefore be
it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
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Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a support the funding increases
proposed in S. 2585 and H R 4481 to continue to fund critical
services for an estimated 11 mllion children, famlies, seniors
and persons with disabilities each year through the SSBG and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives call on the
Presi dent and Congress of the United States to vote on and pass
S. 2585 or H R 4481 so that there will not be a detrinental
break in the community services provided through the funding

established in the SSBG
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