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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 537 5

I NTRODUCED BY SCRI MENTI, TI GUE, BELARDI, GECRCE, BELFANTI,
BARRAR, STABACK, SOLOBAY, WOINARCSKI, PETRARCA, DeWEESE,
M COHEN, BEBKO- JONES, FAI RCHI LD, SHANER, YOUNGBLOOD, HASAY
STEELMAN AND WASHI NGTON, JUNE 13, 2000

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, JUNE 13, 2000

O (o0} ~ OO WNE

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00 N o oo M W N - O

A RESOLUTI ON
Aut hori zing and directing the Commttee on State Governnent to
review State services provided by the Departnment of Public

Wl fare and the Departnent of Labor and I ndustry and ot her

St at e governnent agencies in order to determ ne how branch

offices in rural areas can be best retained as efforts to

reduce operating costs are inplenented.

WHEREAS, Nunerous branch offices which provide a variety of
essential State services to rural areas have been closed or are
under consideration for closure; and

WHEREAS, Reasons for reducing the nunber of branch offices
i ncl ude cost reduction, centralization of electronic systens and
general fiscal econony; and

WHEREAS, Centralization of essential services, although cost-
effective, does not conport with the purpose of governnent,
which is to be available to the people who need hel p the nost;
and

WHEREAS, Rural residents who are nost in need and who depend

upon accessibility of State offices are threatened with | oss of

access; and
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WHEREAS, It is necessary to explore alternative neasures
which will enable retention of |ocal access to necessary
service; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Conmttee on State Governnent be
authorized and directed to exam ne, investigate and nake a
conplete study of all matters relating to the problem of the
cl osing of branch offices in rural areas in order to determ ne
how t hey can be best retained as efforts to reduce operating
costs are inplenmented by the Departnent of Public Welfare, the
Department of Labor and Industry and other State governnent
agencies; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take
testinmony and make its investigations at such places as it deens
necessary in this Conmonweal th. Each menber of the conmittee
shall have the power to adm nister oaths and affirmations to
W t nesses appearing before the commttee; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the conmttee is authorized to hire or
contract for such staff as it deens necessary and the expenses
incurred by the conmttee shall be paid fromaccounts under the
control of the Chief Cerk; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee shall report its findings
together with its recommendati ons for remedial |egislation or
ot her appropriate action at the earliest practicable date to the

House of Representatives.
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