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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 169 5

I NTRODUCED BY DRUCE, STAI RS, COLAFELLA AND ROBI NSON, MAY 4, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MAY 4, 1999
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A RESCLUTI ON

Est abl i shing the Comm ssion on Postsecondary Education for the
Twenty-First Century.

VWHEREAS, The Commonweal th annual |y provides nore than $1.6
billion to support higher education institutions in Pennsylvania
and the student financial aid prograns adm ni stered by the
Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Education Assi stance Agency; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives believes that adequate
access to postsecondary education prograns continues to be
unavai l abl e to many Pennsyl vani a resi dents because of barriers
whi ch include, but are not Iimted to, financial issues; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonwealth and its residents place great val ue
on the opportunity for all residents to pursue educati onal
prograns beyond the high school |evel; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives is concerned that the
public funds appropriated to support higher education
institutions and students in Pennsylvani a pronote:

(1) access to postsecondary education prograns of their

choice for all residents of this Commpnweal t h;
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(2) effective and high-quality academ c progranms which
serve the needs of students and this Commonweal th; and
(3) the efficient operation of public higher education
institutions;
and
WHEREAS, The House of Representatives is concerned about the
ef fectiveness of State governnent to utilize the public policy
tools at its disposal, including the appropriations process and
the Master Plan for Hi gher Education devel oped periodically by
the State Board of Education, to address these issues; and
WHEREAS, The 1998 report of the Subcomm ttee on Hi gher
Education of the Conmttee on Education of the House of
Representati ves, pursuant to House Resolution No. 379 of 1998,
made several recommendations to address these issues, including
t he recommendation for the establishnent of a "blue-ribbon
conmi ssi on"; and
VWHEREAS, Such a bl ue-ribbon conm ssion would build on and
expand the work of the Subcomm ttee on Hi gher Education as well
as facilitate a coll aborative approach anmong public officials,
representatives of higher education and other community | eaders
to devel op additional recomrendati ons on these issues for
consi deration by the General Assenbly, the Governor, the State
Board of Education and the higher education conmunity; therefore
be it
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives establish a
Commi ssi on on Postsecondary Education for the Twenty- First
Century to
(1) continue to study the issue of postsecondary
education costs, especially the efficiency of the current

system of fundi ng hi gher education and the ability of that
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1 systemto ensure that postsecondary education is affordable
2 to the residents of this Conmmonwealt h;

3 (2) nmake recomendations to the Senate, the House of

4 Representatives and the Governor regarding efficient use of
5 State appropriations for postsecondary educati on and ot her

6 necessary | egislative changes; and

7 (3) provide recommendations to the State Board of

8 Educati on and the Departnent of Education regarding the

9 devel opnent of a State Master Plan for Hi gher Education and
10 ot her necessary regul atory changes;

11 and be it further

12 RESCLVED, That the commission, in its study of postsecondary
13 education:

14 (1) explore and define priorities for postsecondary

15 education with particular attention to the efficiency and

16 ef fectiveness of the current systemto neet the goals of the
17 public interest to be served, including:

18 (i) the inpact of energing technology on the

19 delivery of postsecondary education services and
20 pr ogr ans;
21 (i1i) the identification of inportant cost drivers in
22 post secondary education and any State resources which
23 control those cost drivers; and
24 (tit) the trend toward duplication of progranms anong
25 t he vari ous postsecondary institutions and the
26 establ i shed need for additional prograns and advanced
27 degr ees;
28 (2) review and reconmend the realignment of current
29 State policy to support these priorities;
30 (3) study financial alternatives designed to serve the
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priorities and make recommendati ons on those alternatives;

(4) study the needs of the Commpbnwealth and its agencies
for data and data anal ysis and recomrend how t hese needs can
be nmet; and

(5) provide input to all parties related to the
preparation, adoption and inplenentation of the State Master

Pl an for Hi gher Educati on;

and be if further

RESCLVED, That the commi ssion consist of 11 nenbers appointed

as foll ows:

(1) a nenber of the House of Representatives, appointed
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, who shal
serve as chai rman;

(2) a nenber of the House of Representatives, appointed
by the Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives, who
shal | serve as vice chairman;

(3) the chairman of the Conmmttee on Educati on;

(4) the mnority chairman of the Commttee on Educati on;

(5) the Secretary of Education or a designee;

(6) a nenber of the Governor's policy staff or budget
of fice, designated by the Governor;

(7) the chairman of the State Board of Education or a
desi gnee;

(8) the chairman of the Pennsylvania H gher Education
Assi stance Agency or a designee; and

(9) three nenbers of the public not enployed by or
hol di ng nmenber shi p on the governing body of a postsecondary
education institution, appointed by the Speaker of the House

of Representatives;

30 and be it further
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RESCLVED, That the conmm ssion may, with the approval of the
Majority Leader of the House of Representatives, contract with
out si de agencies for research work and data base devel opnent
related to the study, fromthe anmounts appropriated to the House
of Representatives; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ssion prepare and publish an interim
report on its study by Cctober 31, 1999; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ssion commence its work upon the cal
of the comm ssion nenber appointed by the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, but in no case later than May 31, 1999, and
conclude its task no | ater than Novenber 30, 2000; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the comm ssion have the authority to adopt, by
majority vote of its menbership, rules of operation and rul es

relating to the conduct of its study.
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