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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of COctober 22, 1986 (P.L.1452, No. 143),
entitled "An act expanding the avail able adult basic
education prograns and the duties of the Departnent of

Educati on; nmaki ng an appropriation; and nmaking a parti al

repeal ," further providing for short title, for findings and

pur pose, for definitions, for grant program for limtations
on funding, for interagency coordinating council, for audits
and records and for nonitoring and reporting.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 4.1 of the act of October
22, 1986 (P.L.1452, No.143), known as the Pennsylvania Adult
Basi ¢ and Literacy Education Act, anended May 16, 1996 (P.L.227,
No. 42), are anended to read:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Pennsyl vani a

Adult [Basic] and Fam |y Literacy Education Act.

Section 2. Findings and purpose.

(a) Findings.--The General Assenbly finds and decl ares:



1 (1) This Commonweal th has 1,500,000 adults over 18 years
2 of age who have not conpleted their high school education,

3 whi ch places Pennsylvania fifth in the nation with the

4 great est nunmber of people w thout high school diplonsas.

5 (2) This Commonweal th has 4, 000,000 adults in need of

6 adult literacy services, based on the State Adult Literacy

7 Survey, denonstrating they |ack the skills and know edge

8 essential to cope with daily demands and wi t hout the

9 educati onal background to participate in occupational

10 trai ning or enploynent.

11 (3) Less than 2% of these 4,000,000 adults participate
12 in adult [basic and] literacy education prograns.

13 (4) In this Coomonwealth, a system needs to exist to

14 coordi nate the hundreds of existing adult [basic] and fam |y
15 literacy education prograns, State agencies fundi ng prograns
16 with adult [basic] and famly literacy educati on conponents,
17 i ndependent adult [basic] and famly literacy data systens

18 for each funding stream and training, technical assistance

19 and i nformation/research di ssem nation.
20 (5) If adult [basic] education needs are not nore fully
21 nmet, the Conmonwealth could be forced to increase its support
22 of these individuals through unenpl oynent conpensati on,
23 wel fare paynents and correctional institutions. A general
24 decline of Statew de productivity nmay ensue. [Since the
25 parental educational |level is the nunber one indicator of how
26 well children performin school, intergenerational illiteracy
27 may result if parents have low literacy |evels. Children may
28 not be ready for school.]
29 (6) Famly literacy education is an opportunity for
30 under educated adults and their children to increase the
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child' s readi ness for school and chances for acadeni c

success, the parent's involvenent in the child' s education

and the parent's basic skills.

(b) Purpose.--1t is the intent of this act to provide [for
the] coordination and [to] broaden the scope of educati onal
activities to [the] uneducated and undereducated adults in this

Commonweal th and their famlies, including those who speak ot her

| anguages, and to provide progranms to those individuals who have
previ ously been unserved. By providing for the coordination of
fundi ng streanms and prograns across State departnments, increased
and i nproved services will be provided to adult |earners and

their families. By encouragi ng and expandi ng the availability of

[basic] adult and family literacy education prograns [to adults]

in this Commonweal th, [it is hoped] these adults and their

famlies will be able to function nore effectively in their
personal |ives and as citizens and be better prepared for work
force training and enpl oynent that they may beconme nore
responsi bl e and productive nenbers of society.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Adult literacy education.” An educational program designed
to provide basic skills training in mathematics, reading and
English, including English as a secondary | anguage.

"Eligible adult.”™ A person who neets the following criteria:

(1) |Is at least 17 years of age.
(2) |Is a resident of this Conmonweal t h.

(3) Is not currently enrolled in a public or private

secondary or postsecondary school .

20000H2859B4155 - 3 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

["Fam ly literacy.” An educational program designed to
provide literacy training for adults, educational services for
children and activities for parents and chil dren together, at
the sane or at different sites.]

"Eligible parent." An eligible adult who has one or nore

children ages birth through third grade. The termi ncl udes a

| egal quardi an, dgrandparent, stepparent, aunt, uncle, sibling or

ot her person with whomthe child |lives or who has been

desi gnated by a parent, |egal guardian or court to act in place

of the parent.

"Fam |y literacy education." Services that are of sufficient

intensity and duration to nake sustai nable changes in a fanly

and that integrate all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Interactive literacy activities between parents and

their chil dren.

(2) Training of parents to be the prinmary teacher for

their children and full partner in the education of their

chi | dren.

(3) Parent literacy training that | eads to econom c

sel f-sufficiency.

(4) Age appropriate education to prepare children for

success i n school.

"Literacy." An individual's ability to read, wite and speak
English and to conmpute and sol ve problens at |evels of
proficiency necessary to function on the job and in society in
order to achieve one's goals and to devel op one's know edge and
potenti al .

"Local education provider." An approved educational agency,
institution or organization maki ng use of either professional or

vol untary personnel, which may be any of the foll ow ng:
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(1) School districts.

(2) Internediate units.

(3) Area vocational -technical schools.

(4) Conmunity coll eges.

(5) Literacy councils.

(6) Local libraries.

(7) Conmunity-based organi zati ons which are private,
nonprofit organi zations and are representative of communities
or significant parts of comunities and which provide adult

[basic] or famly literacy education prograns.

(8) Any other educational entity recogni zed by the
Secretary of Education for providing appropriate and

effective adult [basic] or famly literacy education

"Support services." Those services necessary to enable

eligible adults and their famlies to participate in and benefit

from[an] adult or fam |y literacy education [progran] prograns,
i ncluding transportation, child care, counseling and referral
servi ces.
Section 4. Gant program

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established within the
Department of Education an adult and famly literacy education

grant program Adult and fanmily literacy educati on providers may
apply to the Departnent of Education for grants to provide the
foll ow ng services:
(1) Adult literacy education progranms for eligible
adults, including salaries, wages, fringe benefits, books and
ot her instructional materials.

(1.1) Famly literacy education prograns for eligible

parents and their chil dren.
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(2) Training for volunteer adult literacy education
i nstructors.

(3) Administration of adult and famly literacy
educati on prograns.

(4) Support services necessary to enable individuals to
participate in and benefit fromthe program

(5) Qutreach activities to enroll eligible adults and to
recruit volunteer tutors and instructors.

(b) Procedures, rules and forms.--The Secretary of Education
shal | adopt such procedures, rules and fornms as may be necessary
to inplenent this grant program Applications shall be made to
t he Departnent of Education in such formand at such tinme as the
Secretary of Education may prescribe. Funds received under this
program may be used in conjunction with funds received from any
ot her public or private source.

(c) Priorities for funding.--The Secretary of Education
shall consider, but not be Ilimted to, the followi ng factors
when eval uating proposals for adult and famly literacy
educati on prograns:

(1) Percentage of eligible adults expected to be
enrolled for instruction who are receiving either State or
Federal public assistance, or who are unenpl oyed workers or
di spl aced honenakers.

(2) Percentage of eligible adults in any |ocal area who
do not have certificates of graduation froma secondary
school and who are not currently enrolled in adult or famly
literacy education prograrns.

(3) Percentage of eligible adults expected to be

enrol |l ed who are nmenbers of mnority groups.

(4) Percentage of eligible adults with |ess than a fifth
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grade reading | evel to be served.

Section 4.1. Duty of Departnent of Educati on.

The Departnent of Education shall provide client outreach and
referral activities that are coordinated with other adult
education and |iteracy prograns, county assistance offices,
soci al service agencies, offices of enploynent security, [Job

Trai ning Partnership Act] prograns under the WrKkforce

| nvest nent Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-220, 112 Stat. 936) and

ot her community groups or agencies that provide services and
assi stance to persons in need of basic literacy skills.

Section 2. Section 5 of the act is anended to read:
Section 5. Limtations on funding.

(a) Sectarian activities.--No funds provided by this act
shall be used for progranms, activities or services related to
sectarian instruction or religious worship.

(b) Institutionalized adults.--No nore than 20% of the
annual appropriation shall be used to provide education to
institutionalized adults.

(c) Gaduation equival ency prograns.--No nore than 20% of
t he annual appropriation shall be used for prograns of
equi val ency for certificate of graduation froma secondary
school

(d) Vol unteer education instructors.--At |east 20% of the
annual appropriation shall be used for training volunteer adult
literacy education instructors.

(d.1) Fanmily literacy education.--At |east 25% of the annual

appropriation shall be used for fanmily literacy educati on

(e) Support services for adult literacy education

prograns.--No nore than 10% of any grant may be used for support
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services for adult literacy educati on prograns.

(f) Admnistrative costs.--No nore than 10% of a grant may
be used for adm nistrative costs incurred by [the] an adult or

Section 3. Sections 6, 8 and 9 of the act, added or amended
May 16, 1996 (P.L.227, No.42), are anended to read:

Section 6. Interagency Coordinating Council.

(a) Menbership.--The Interagency Coordinating Council is
her eby established and shall be conposed of, at a mninmm [21]
23 voting nmenbers but shall not exceed 35 voting nenbers
appoi nted by the Governor, except for the four nenbers of the
CGeneral Assenbly who shall be appointed and repl aced under the
provi sions of subsection (b). The termof office of the voting
menbers shall be three years, except for the cabinet officers or
t heir designees, who shall serve as long as they are in office.
The nenbership of the Interagency Coordinati ng Council shal
consi st of the follow ng:

(1) The Secretary of [Comrerce] Community and Economic

Devel opnment or a desi gnee.

(2) The Secretary of Education or a designee.
(3) The Secretary of Labor and Industry or a designee.
(4) The Secretary of Public Welfare or a designee.

(4.1) The Secretary of Aging or a designee.

(4.2) The Physician General or a desi gnee.

(5) Five providers of adult literacy services
representing school districts, internediate units, area
vocati onal -techni cal schools, colleges, literacy councils,
| ocal libraries and conmunity-based organi zati ons.

(6) Two representatives of the nedia, both print and

el ectronic.
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(7) Three representatives of business, industry and
uni ons.

(8) One representative of a local coalition

(9) One representative of the Statew de adult education
pr of essi onal associ ati on.

(10) Menbers at large, not to exceed four, chosen to
represent diverse interests, who have know edge of or
experience with the establishnent, funding or operation of
adul t basi c education prograns, including a Statew de
associ ati on.

The desi gnees of the cabinet officers nust be deputy
secretaries, conm ssioners or bureau directors.

(b) Legislative nmenbers of the council.--There shall be four
menbers of the General Assenbly appointed to the council. The
President pro tenpore and the Mnority Leader of the Senate
shal | each appoint one nenber. The Speaker and the Mnority
Leader of the House of Representatives shall each appoint one
menber. A legislative nmenber's termon the council shall be at
the discretion of the appointing | eadership officer and
repl acenent shall be at the discretion of the appointing
| eadership officer.

(c) Oficers.--The chair of the council shall be appointed
by the Governor from anong the nenbers who are neither
Commonweal t h enpl oyees nor elected officials. The offices of
vice chair, secretary and treasurer shall be elected by the
menber shi p.

(d) Purpose.--The Interagency Coordinating Council is
established to provide a broad-based Cormonweal th council to

advise in coordinating a Statew de system of adult [basic] and

20000H2859B4155 - 9 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

strategies to pronote public awareness of literacy chall enges
and sol uti ons.
Section 8. Audits and records.

The Departnent of Education may audit the records and

providers relating to a grant award pursuant to this act. [The
adult literacy education] Each provider shall make the records
and accounts available to the Departnent of Education upon its
request .
Section 9. Mnitoring and reporting.

(a) Report by adult and fam |y literacy education [provider]

providers. --Upon conpl etion of the educational program funded,
wholly or in part, by a grant awarded under this act, each
[adult literacy education] provider shall report to the
Department of Education [the sane information on the State-
funded programas is required to be reported by the Adult
Educati on Act (Public Law 89-750, 20 U.S.C. § 1201 et seq.) for
federally funded prograns and] any [other] information that may
be requested by the Secretary of Educati on.

(b) Annual report.--The Secretary of Education shall provide
an annual report to the CGeneral Assenbly, no |ater than January

1 of each year, which describes State-adm nistered adult [basic]

and famly literacy education [and literacy] activities for the

prior fiscal year. Departnents with prograns with adult [basic
and] and famly literacy education conponents shall assist the
Department of Education in the devel opnment of the report. The
report shall address the responsibilities of State and | ocal
agenci es and shall descri be neasures taken to provide a

coordi nated and conprehensi ve service delivery system

Section 4. This act shall take effect imediately.
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