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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2701 %%

| NTRODUCED BY HARHAI, DeLUCA, LaGROITA, LESCOVI TZ, CGEORGE, ORI E
MANN, CAPPABI ANCA, GORDNER, BELARDI, FAI RCHI LD, WRI GHT, COY,
TRELLO, CAWLEY, WANSACZ, SOLOBAY, TRAVAGLI O, LAUGHLI N, RAMCS,
LEH, MNAUGHTON, RUBLEY, WOINAROSKI, FRANKEL, READSHAW
LUCYK, YOUNGBLOOD, BELFANTI, BARD, M LHATTAN, STABACK,
PLATTS, W LLI AMS, SHANER, GRUCELA, M CQOZZI E, PETRARCA
MAYERNI K, BEBKO- JONES, WOGAN, DeWEESE, SAMUELSON, MELI G
TI GUE, TANGRETTI, HUTCH NSON, RUFFI NG VAN HORNE, STURLA,
ALLEN, McCALL, BARRAR, M COCHEN, GEI ST, YUDI CHAK, SCRI MENTI
AND CORRI GAN, AUGUST 23, 2000

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, AUGUST 23, 2000
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AN ACT
Establishing a programwi thin the Ofice of the State Fire
Conmmi ssioner to provide matching grants to nunicipal fire
departments and volunteer fire conpanies for the purchase of
t her mal -i magi ng caneras; and maki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Thernal -
| magi ng Canmera Purchase Assi stance Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmmi ssioner." The State Fire Conmi ssioner.
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"Fire conpany.” Any of the follow ng:

(1) Afire departnent of a municipality.

(2) A volunteer fire conpany as defined in section 3 of
the act of July 15, 1976 (P.L. 1036, No.208), known as the
Vol unt eer Fire Conpany, Anmbul ance Service and Rescue Squad
Assi st ance Act.

"Thermal -i magi ng canera."” A hand-held or hel net-nounted
canera that uses a thermal -imagi ng systemin order for a person
to view objects through snoke or darkness and that confornms to
speci fications approved by the State Fire Comm ssioner, in
consultation with fire conpani es.

Section 3. Thernmal -1 mgi ng Canera Purchase Assi stance Program

(a) Establishnent.--The Fire Conpany Thernal -1 mgi ng Canera
Purchase Assi stance Programis established and shall be
adm ni stered by the conmm ssioner. The program shall award grants
t hat must be used exclusively for the purchase of thernal-

i magi ng canmeras by fire conpanies.

(b) CGuidelines and procedures.--The conmm ssi oner shal
devel op gui delines and procedures, including a formal witten
application procedure to inplenent the grant program The
commi ssi oner shall assess the needs and the existing financial
resources of each fire conpany in the criteria for award of
grants.

(c) Award of grants.--The conm ssioner is authorized to make
grants to eligible fire conpani es under this act. Each grant
awarded to eligible fire conpani es under this act shall be
l[imted to no nore than 50% of the total cost of purchase of a
t her mal -i magi ng caner a.

Section 4. Appropriation.

The sum of $15, 000, 000, or as nuch thereof as may be
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necessary, is hereby appropriated to the State Fire Com ssioner
for the fiscal year July 1, 2000, to June 30, 2001, to carry out
the provisions of this act.
Section 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect July 1, 2000, or inmediately,
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whi chever is |ater.
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