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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2598 5%

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, ARGALL, CAPPABI ANCA, FRANKEL, GORDNER,
RCEBUCK, BEBKGO- JONES, HERMVAN, SANTONI, PRESTQON, KENNEY,
WOINARGCSKI, VAN HORNE, RUBLEY, Tl GUE, BELARDI, STABACK
E. Z. TAYLOR LAUGHLI N, Ml LHATTAN, HUTCH NSQN, YOUNGBLOCD
TANGRETTI, M COHEN, TRELLO, DALEY, SAYLOR, JOSEPHS,
BELFANTI , FREEMAN, RAMOS, CURRY, CORRI GAN, KAl SER, HENNESSEY,
BARD, McCALL, ROBI NSON, DeLUCA, W LLIAM5, WATERS, TRI CH,
SCRI MENTI , STEELNMAN, THOVAS, M CHLOVIC, TuULLI, CLYMER, BROWNE
AND HARHAI, JUNE 7, 2000

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 7, 2000
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 3, 1998 (P.L.925, No.115), entitled

"An act providing for screening of patients for synptons of

donestic viol ence; establishing the Donestic Violence Health

Care Response Programin the Departnent of Public Welfare;

and providing for domestic violence nedical advocacy projects

to assist in inplenmentation of donmestic violence policies,
procedures, health care worker training and hospital, health
center and clinic response to donestic violence victins,"
provi di ng for donestic viol ence managed care response.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2 of the act of Decenber 3, 1998
(P.L.925, No.115), known as the Donestic Violence Health Care
Response Act, is anended to read:

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:
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"Adult exam nation questionnaire." A formutilized by a

managed care plan, a health care practiti oner enpl oyed by a

managed care plan or a health care practiti oner contracting wth

a nmanaged care plan to assess and record the status of an

enrollee's health during a routine or annual physical

eval uati on.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Donestic violence program™ A nonprofit organization or
program having a prinmary purpose of providing services to
domestic violence victins, including, but not limted to, crisis
hotli ne, safe hones or shelter, community education, counseling,
vi cti m advocacy, systens intervention and information,
transportation, information and referral and victimassistance.

"Enrollee." A policyhol der, subscriber, covered person or

other individual who is entitled to receive health care services

under a nmnaged care pl an.

"Health center.” A for-profit or nonprofit health center
providing clinically related health services.

"Health clinic." A for-profit or nonprofit clinic providing
heal th servi ces.

"Hospital." A for-profit or nonprofit basic, general or
conprehensi ve hospital providing clinically related health
servi ces.

"Managed care plan." A health care plan that integrates the

financi ng and delivery of health care services to enroll ees by

arrangenents with health care providers selected to participate

on the basis of specific standards and provi des financi al

i ncentives for enrollees to use the participating health care

providers in accordance with procedures established by the pl an.
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A managed care plan includes health care arranged through an

entity operating under any of the foll ow ng:

(1) Section 630 of the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L. 682,

No. 284), known as The | nsurance Conpany Law of 1921.

(2) The act of Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No. 364),

known as the Health M ntenance Organi zati on Act.

(3) The act of Decenber 14, 1992 (P.L.835, No.134),

known as the Fraternal Benefit Societies Code.

(4) 40 Pa.C.S. Ch.61 (relating to hospital plan

cor porati ons).

(5) 40 Pa.C.S. Ch.63 (relating to professional health

servi ces plan corporations).

The termincludes an entity, including a nunicipality, whether

li censed or unlicensed, that contracts with or functions as a

managed care plan to provide health care services to enroll ees.

The term does not include ancillary service plans or an

i ndermity arrangenment which is primarily fee-for-service.

"Medi cal advocacy." The provision of education and training
for the purpose of universal screening in order to identify
victinms of donestic violence who are seeking nedi cal treatnment
for related or unrel ated reasons.

"Prenatal exam nation guidelines." Standards or procedures

devel oped by a nmanaged care plan to establish the | evel of care

to be provided to pregnant enroll ees by health care

practitioners.

"Uni versal screening.” The process of asking patients
seeking nedical treatnent at a hospital, health center or clinic
during the course of nedical exam nations or treatnment about the
possibility of domestic violence within their relationships,

regardl ess of whether they are suspected to be victins of

20000H2598B3678 - 3 -



1 donestic violence.

2 Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:
3 Section 3.1. Donestic violence nanaged care response.

4 (a) Purpose.--The purpose of this section is to require

5 nmanaged care plans to establish universal screening procedures
6 to be utilized by enployed or contracted health care

7 practitioners in adult and prenatal exam nations of enroll ees.
8 (b) Requirenents.--Each managed care organi zation shall:

9 (1) Collaborate with lIocal conmunity-based donestic

10 viol ence prograns_and Statew de donestic viol ence

11 organi zations in devel oping and inpl enenting universal

12 screeni ng net hodol ogi es, including nodifications to the

13 managed care organi zation's prenatal exam nation guidelines
14 and adult exam nation questionnaire.

15 (2) Assist donestic violence nedical advocacy projects,
16 hospitals, health centers, clinics and organi zed provider

17 net wor ks i n:

18 (i) Developing and inplenenting uniform

19 nul tidisciplinary donestic violence policies and
20 procedures which incorporate the roles and
21 responsibilities of all staff who provide services or
22 interact with victins of donestic violence, including the
23 identification of victins of donestic violence through
24 uni versal screening.
25 (ii) Developing and inplenenting a
26 nul tidisciplinary, conprehensive and ongoi ng donestic
27 vi ol ence education and training programfor hospital,
28 health center or clinic personnel adapted to the
29 particul ar denographics, policies, staffing patterns and
30 resources of the hospital, health center or clinic. The
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trai ni ng program shall include, but is not linmted to,

i dentifying characteristics of donestic viol ence,

screeni ng patients for donestic viol ence, appropriately

docunenting in the nedical record and offering referra

services, including donestic violence resources avail abl e

in the conmunity.

(3) Provide educational naterials inform ng enroll ees

about the services and assi stance avail able for victins of

donesti c vi ol ence.

(c) Requl ations.--The | nsurance Departnent is authorized to

pronul gate requl ati ons to enforce the provisions of this

secti on.

(d) Report.--Three years following the effecti ve date of

this section, the Health Care Cost Contai nment Council shal

review the i npl enentation efforts and cost inplications of this

section on managed care organi zations. Utilizing the i nformati on

gathered in this review, the council shall conpile a report to

be subnmitted to the President pro tenpore of the Senate and the

Mnority Leader of the Senate and t he Speaker of the House of

Representati ves and the Mnority Leader of the House of

Repr esent ati ves.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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