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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2274 %%

| NTRODUCED BY HANNA, BAKER, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BUNT, CLARK,
M COHEN, CORRI GAN, DALEY, DeWEESE, FAI RCH LD, FEESE
FREEMAN, GEORGE, GRUCELA, HALUSKA, HARHAI, HESS, HORSEY,
HUTCHI NSON, JOSEPHS, LEVDANSKY, MAJOR, MASLAND, M CALL
Mol LHATTAN, NI CKOL, SATHER, SEYFERT, SHANER, STEELMAN, TI GUE
TRELLO, WALKGO, WASHI NGTQN, WOJINARCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK
AND RAMOS, FEBRUARY 15, 2000

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 15, 2000
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 17, 1929 (P.L.1798, No.591), entitled
"An act providing a fixed charge, payable by the
Commonweal th, on lands acquired by the State and t he Federal
Governnment for forest reserves, or for the purpose of
preserving and perpetuating a portion of the original forests
of Pennsylvani a, and preserving and nai ntai ning the sane as
public places and parks; and the distribution of the sanme for
county, school, township, and road purposes in the counties,
school districts, and townshi ps where such forests are
| ocat ed; and maki ng an appropriation,™ further providing for
anount of paynment to counties, school districts and
t ownshi ps.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1 of the act of May 17, 1929 (P.L.1798,
No. 591), referred to as the Forest Reserves Minicipal Financial
Rel i ef Law, anended July 6, 1995 (P.L.320, No.49), is anended to
read:

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That (a) fromand after the

passage of this act, all |lands heretofore or hereafter acquired
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by the Commonweal th, or by the Governnment of the United States,
for forest reserves or for the purpose of preserving and

per petuating any portion of the original forests of Pennsylvania
and preserving and maintaining the same as public places and

par ks, and which, by existing |laws, are now exenpt from
taxation, and all lands and property heretofore or hereafter
acquired for the purpose of conservation of water, or to prevent
fl ood conditions, upon which a tax is inposed by existing | aws
payabl e by the Commonweal th, shall hereafter be subject to an
annual charge of [forty] eighty cents per acre, for the benefit
of the county in which said |lands are |ocated, [forty] eighty
cents per acre for the benefit of the schools in the respective
school districts in which such lands are |ocated, and [forty]
eighty cents per acre for the benefit of the township where such
| ands are | ocated, which charge shall be payable by the
Commonweal th. (b) Except as hereinafter provided, the annual
charge payabl e by the Commonweal th on | and acquired by the
Governnent of the United States for forest reserves is to
continue only until the receipts of noney by treasurers and
townshi p supervisors of the said counties and school districts
and townshi ps in which national forest reserves are | ocated,
provided for in act of April twenty-seventh, one thousand nine
hundred twenty-five, Panphlet Laws, three hundred twenty-four,
shall equal or exceed the amount paid by the Commonwealth in
lieu of taxes. This subsection shall not apply to the annual
charge per acre for the benefit of the county in which the |and
acquired by the Governnment of the United States for forest
reserves is located for the years one thousand ni ne hundred
fifty-three, one thousand nine hundred fifty-four, one thousand

nine hundred fifty-five, one thousand nine hundred fifty-six,
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and this subsection shall not apply to two and one-half cents of
t he annual charge per acre for the benefit of the county in

whi ch the I and acquired by the Governnent of the United States
for forest reserves is |located for any year thereafter. The
charges for the benefit of the county for these years shall be
pai d by the Comonweal th. All charges payable by the
Commonweal th under the provisions of this act shall be paid on

or before the first day of Septenber of each year.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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