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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2014 55

| NTRODUCED BY HASAY, ARGALL, YUDI CHAK, BAKER, BELFANTI, BROME
CAWLEY, L. |I. COHEN, DeLUCA, FARGO FEESE, FICHTER, CEORGE
HERVAN, HERSHEY, JOSEPHS, KENNEY, LAUGHLI N, LYNCH, MASLAND
MeENAUGHTON, MUNDY, NAILCR, PIPPY, PRESTON, READSHAW RGCSS,
RUBLEY, SATHER, SCRI MENTI, SEMMEL, SEYFERT, B. SM TH,
SOLOBAY, STABACK, STEVENSQON, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS, Tl GUE
TRAVAGLI O, TRELLO, WOINARGCSKI, YEWCI C, YOUNGBLOOD, HARHAI,
STEELNMAN, BARRAR, SAI NATO AND WASHI NGTQN, OCTOBER 27, 1999

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
MAY 2, 2000

O (o0} ~ » GORrWNEF

[ T N Y S ST
o o0 A W N R O

AN ACT
Providing for reinbursenents to nmunicipalities for expenses
incurred in assisting State correctional personnel in
attenpting to ensure the safety of residents of areas
surroundi ng the prison and to recapture escaped prisoners;
AND PROVI DI NG FOR AN ANNUAL AUDI T BY THE AUDI TOR GENERAL
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Conmunity
Servi ces Responder Rei mbursenment Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and decl arati ons.
(a) Findings.--The General Assenbly finds as foll ows:
(1) Fromtinme to tinme, the Commonweal th experiences
escapes fromor other disruptions at its correctional

i nstitutions.

(2) Personnel from surrounding communities are required
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to provide assistance to State correctional personnel to

ensure the safety of residents of surrounding areas and to

assist in the tinely recapture of prisoners.

(3) Minicipalities can no longer realistically afford or
be expected to provide assistance to State correctional
personnel at a financial |oss.

(b) Declaration.--The CGeneral Assenbly declares as foll ows:
It is inperative to establish for our nmunicipalities a nechani sm
and process whereby they can be reinbursed financially for
reasonabl e expenses related to responding to escapes and
attenpted escapes or riots at State correctional institutions.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Corrections of the
Conmonweal t h.

“Muni ci pal energency services departnent.” A police or fire
departnment, anbul ance service or rescue squad established,
operated and funded by a nunicipality.

“"Municipality.” A county, city, borough, incorporated town
or townshi p.

"State correctional institution.” A correctional facility,
jail or prison owned or operated by the Departnent of
Corrections.

Section 4. Conmonweal th rei mbursenent required.

In the event a nunicipal energency services departnent
responds to an escape, attenpted escape or riot at a State
correctional institution, the Comonwealth shall reinburse the

muni ci pality for the full cost of personnel, equipnent,
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mat eri al s and other costs associated with the response.
Section 5. Rei nbursenent procedures.

(a) Docunentation.--Each municipality which has a nunicipa
services departnent that responds to an incident or event at a
State correctional institution shall separately docunent the
personnel , equi pnent, nmaterials and other costs associated with
t he response. The docunentation shall be filed with the
department on application fornms supplied by the departnent.

(b) Reinbursenent.--The departnent shall reinburse the
muni ci pality within 60 days of receipt of the municipality's
appl i cation.

(c) Disputed costs.--1n the event of a dispute between the
departnment and a nunicipality over the anpunt of reinmbursenent
applied for by a municipality, the disputed costs shall be
forwarded to the Board of Finance and Revenue for review and
deci sion. Decisions of the board may be appealed to the
Commonweal th Court.

SECTI ON 6. ANNUAL AUDI T. <—

NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY,

THE AUDI TOR GENERAL SHALL CONDUCT AN ANNUAL AUDI T OF THE
DOCUMENTATI ON OF PERSONNEL, EQUI PMENT, MATERI ALS AND OTHER COSTS
ASSOCI ATED W TH THE RESPONSES FOR VWH CH MUNI Cl PAL SERVI CES
DEPARTMENTS SUBM T REI MBURSEMENT REQUESTS.

Section 6 7. Retroactivity. <—

This act shall be retroactive to July 1, 1999.

Section # 8. Effective date. <—

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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