PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 2490 PRINTER S NO. 2628

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1981 *5e”

| NTRODUCED BY DeWEESE, VEON, THOVAS, SCRI MENTI, WATERS, BLAUM
STURLA, BELFANTI, BROME, COSTA, CURRY, FRANKEL, TANGRETTI,
NI CKOL, PETRONE, MANN, TRAVAG.I O, WOINAROSKI, SANTONI,
GECRCE, CALTAG RONE, BEBKO- JONES, ZUG AND CAPPABI ANCA,
OCTOBER 20, 1999

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,

NOVEMBER 9, 1999
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled

"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codi fying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,"” PROVIDI NG FOR ELECTI ON DI STRI CT ALTERATI ON AND
DATA REPORTI NG further providing for the date of the general
primary el ection in the year 2000; MAKI NG AN EDI TORI AL
CHANGE; AND MAKI NG A REPEAL.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

18 No—328—knewn—as—thePeansytvanta—Eeeton—Code—anended
19 GCeteber—42—3980 (P L-534MNo—131)—+s—anendedtoread—

20
21

SECTION 1. ARTICLE V HEADI NG OF THE ACT OF JUNE 3, 1937
(P.L.1333, NO 320), KNOWN AS THE PENNSYLVANI A ELECTI ON CODE,

22 AMENDED APRIL 2, 1965 (P.L.7, NO7), IS AMENDED AND THE ARTI CLE



1 1S AVENDED BY ADDI NG A SUBDI VI SI ON TO READ:
2 ARTI CLE V

3 ELECTI ON DI STRI CTS AND POLLI NG PLACES

4 [IN CITIES OF THE FIRST CLASS, DIVISION

5 OF WARDS]

6 x %

7 (D) __ELECTI ON DI STRI CT_ALTERATI ON

8 AND DATA REPORTI NG

9 SECTI ON 535. DEFI NI TI ONS. - - THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES

10 WHEN USED IN THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL HAVE THE MEANI NGS UNLESS

11 OIrHERW SE CLEARLY APPARENT FROM THE CONTEXT:

12 THE WORD "BUREAU' SHALL MEAN THE BUREAU COF COWM SSI ONS,

13 ELECTIONS AND LEGQ SLATI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE.

14 THE WORD "SECRETARY" SHALL MEAN THE SECRETARY OF THE

15 COMVONVEALTH.

16 SECTI ON 536. RESTRI CTI ONS ON ALTERATION.--(A) EXCEPT AS

17 PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (B), THERE SHALL BE NO PONER TO

18 ESTABLISH, ABOLISH, D VI DE OR CONSOLI DATE AN ELECTI ON DI STRI CT

19 DURING THE PERIGD JUNE 1, 2000, THROUGH APRIL 30, 2002.

20 (B) DURING THE PERI OO FROM JUNE 1, 2000, THROUGH DECEMBER

21 31, 2000, AN ELECTION DI STRICT MAY BE DI VI DED OR ELECTI ON

22 DI STRICTS MAY BE COVBINED | F THE FOLLON NG ARE MET:

23 (1) INTHE CASE OF THE DIVISION OF AN ELECTION DI STRICT, THE

24 BOUNDARY OF EACH RESULTING DISTRICT 1S COVPOSED ENTI RELY OF

25 CLEARLY VI SI BLE PHYSI CAL FEATURES CONFORM NG W TH THE CENSUS

26 BLOCK LINES OR PORTIONS OF THE ORI G NAL BOUNDARY OF THE ELECTI ON

27 DISTRICT VWH CH WAS Di VI DED.

28 (2) INTHE CASE OF THE COMVBI NATI ON OF ELECTI ON DI STRI CTS,

29 THE BOUNDARY OF EACH RESULTING DISTRICT 1S COVPOSED ENTI RELY OF

30 PORTIONS CF THE ORI G NAL BOUNDARI ES OF THE ELECTI ON DI STRI CTS
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VH CH WERE COVBI NED.

(©_ IF AN ALTERATION OF AN ELECTI ON DI STRI CT UNDER

SUBSECTION (B) IS SOUGHT, THE FOLLOWN NG SHALL APPLY:

(1) THE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL NOTI FY THE BUREAU,

IN VRITING COF THE PROPOSED ALTERATI ON. THE NOTI CE SHALL | NCLUDE

A VAP AND A DESCRI PTI ON OF THE PROPOSED BOUNDARY OF ANY NEW OR

ALTERED DI STRICT OR DI STRI CTS. THE BUREAU SHALL FORWARD A COPY

OF _ANY NOTI CE OF PROPOSED ALTERATI ON TO THE LEG SLATI VE DATA

PROCESSI NG CENTER W THI N SEVEN (7) DAYS OF RECEI PT.

(2) BEFORE A COUNTY BOARD COF ELECTI ONS MAY PETITI ON THE

COURT_FOR A CHANGE | N THE BOUNDARY OF AN ELECTI ON DI STRI CT_UNDER

TH S ACT, THE SECRETARY MJST MAKE A DETERM NATI ON THAT THE BOARD

HAS COWPLI ED W TH SUBSECTION (B). ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG

CONSTI TUTE EVI DENCE OF THE DETERM NATI ON UNDER THI S CLAUSE:

(1) A CERTIFI CATI ON BY THE SECRETARY THAT THE DETERM NATI ON

HAS BEEN MADE.

(1) A CERTIFICATION BY THE BOARD THAT NOTICE UNDER THI S

CLAUSE HAS BEEN G VEN TO THE BUREAU AND THAT THE SECRETARY HAS

NOT_ACTED W THI N FORTY-FI VE (45) DAYS OF THE NOTI CE.

(3)  THE BOARD SHALL FORWARD A COPY OF THE ORDER APPROVI NG

ANY ALTERATION TO THE SECRETARY AND THE LEQ SLATI VE DATA

PROCESSI NG CENTER WTHI N SEVEN (7) DAYS OF THE | SSUANCE CF THAT

SECTI ON 537. ALTERATI ONS AFTER PERI OD OF RESTRICTION. --(A)

UNLESS OTHERW SE PROVIDED IN TH S ACT, AN ELECTI ON DI STRI CT_NAY

BE _ESTABLI SHED, ABOLI SHED, DI VI DED OR CONSOLI DATED | F_THE

BOUNDARY OF EACH RESULTING DISTRICT | S COMPOSED ENTI RELY OF

CLEARLY VI SI BLE PHYSI CAL FEATURES CONFORM NG W TH CENSUS BLOCK

LI NES FROM THE MOST RECENTLY COVPLETED FEDERAL DECENNI AL CENSUS.

(B) WTH N THIRTY (30) DAYS OF AN ALTERATI ON UNDER
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SUBSECTI ON (A), THE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL SUBM T TO

THE BUREAU A REPORT, | NCLUDI NG A VAP AND A VERBAL DESCRI PTI ON,

OF THE BOUNDARI ES OF EACH RESULTI NG DI STRI CT.

SECTI ON 538. REPORTS.--(A) WTH N SIX (6) MONTHS OF THE

EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH' S SUBDI VI SI ON, EACH COUNTY BOARD OF

ELECTI ONS SHALL SUBM T TO THE BUREAU A REPORT, | NCLUDI NG NAPS

AND VERBAL DESCRI PTI ONS, OF THE BOUNDARI ES OF EVERY ELECTI ON

DISTRICT WTH N THE COUNTY. ALL REPORTS FILED UNDER SECTI ON 536

OR 537 SHALL BE FILED AS AMENDVENTS TO THIS I NI TI AL REPORT.

(B) THE BUREAU SHALL RETAIN AT ALL TIMES THE REPORTS OF THE

CURRENT BOUNDARI ES OF ALL ELECTION DI STRI CTS, | NCLUDI NG MAPS AND

VERBAL DESCRI PTI ONS. COPI ES OF SUCH REPORTS SHALL BE MADE

AVAI LABLE TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, ON REQUEST, AND TO THE PUBLI C

FOR A FEE, AS ESTABLI SHED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

SECTI ON 539. ELECTION RESULTS; REG STRATION.--IN ADDITION TO

ANY OTHER REPORTS, RETURNS OR CERTI FI CATI ONS REQUI RED BY ANY

OTHER LAW WTH N THI RTY (30) DAYS AFTER A PRI MARY, MJUN Cl PAL,

SPECI AL OR GENERAL ELECTI ON, THE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL

SUBM T TO THE BUREAU A REPORT STATI NG THE TOTAL NUMBER COF VOTES

CAST IN EACH VOTI NG DI STRI CT_FOR EACH CANDI DATE FOR THE

FOLLOW NG OFFI CES:

(1) A STATEW DE COFFI CE.

(2) STATE SENATOR.

(3) STATE REPRESENTATI VE.

(4) UN TED STATES REPRESENTATI VE.

SECTI ON 540. REGULATI ONS. - - THE SECRETARY MAY PROMULGATE

REGULATI ONS TO ADM NI STER THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

SECTI ON 2. SECTI ON 603 OF THE ACT, AMENDED OCTOBER 12, 1990
(P.L.534, NO 131), IS AMENDED TO READ:
Section 603. General Prinmary; Candidates to Be Nom nated and
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Party Oficers to Be Elected.--(a) There shall be a Ceneral
primary precedi ng each general election which shall be held on
the third Tuesday of May in all even-nunbered years, except in
the year of the nom nation of a President of the United States,
in which year the General primary shall be held on the fourth
Tuesday of April. Candidates for all offices to be filled at the
ensui ng general election shall be nom nated at the General
primary. The vote for candidates for the office of President of
the United States, as provided for by this act, shall be cast at
the General primary.

(b.1) Notwithstandi ng subsection (a), the Ceneral primry
for [1994] 2000 shall be held on [May 10, 1994] May—2,—2000

APRI L 4, 2000.

SECTION 3. THE ACT OF DECEMBER 22, 1989 (P.L.732, NO 101),
KNOWN AS THE ELECTI ON DI STRI CT ALTERATI ON AND DATA REPORTI NG
ACT, |'S REPEALED

Section 2 4. This act shall take effect imediately.
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