PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 2284 PRINTER S NO. 3149

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 18535

| NTRODUCED BY FRANKEL, COSTA, FREEMAN, HALUSKA, BASTI AN, BROWMNE,
CAPPABI ANCA, L. |. COHEN, DALEY, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, JOSEPHS
LAUGHLI N, GRUCELA, MANN, R M LLER, MJNDY, READSHAW SOLOBAY
YUDI CHAK, YOUNGBLOOD, WOINAROSKI, SANTONI, SAYLOR, SEYFERT,
SHANER, STEELMAN, TANGRETTI, TIGUE, WALKO, W LLI AMS AND
BLAUM SEPTEMBER 27, 1999

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MARCH 15, 2000
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a
Consol idated Statutes, further providing for adeptien <—
i i — THE PENNSYLVANI A ADOPTI ON <—
EXCHANGE.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The headi ng of Subchapter E of Chapter 25 of
Title 23 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes is anmended to

r ead:

SUBCHAPTER E

PENNSYLVANI A ADOPTI ON [ COOPERATI VE] EXCHANGE <—
Section 2. Sections 2551, 2552, 2553, 2554 and 2555 of Title
23 are anended to read:
§ 2551. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter
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shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

" . . . . -
blished i . el ati lont | .

exchange—services)y—

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
Commonweal t h.

["PACE." The Pennsyl vani a Adopti on Cooperative Exchange. ]

"PAE. " THE PENNSYLVAN A ADOPTI ON EXCHANGCE. <—

<

§ 2552. PENNSYLVAN A ADOPTI ON [ COOPERATI VE] EXCHANGE. <—

There shall be a—Pennsyvanial—an-Adeption—Cooperative A <—
PENNSYLVANI A ADOPTI ON [ COOPERATI VE] Exchange Serviecesprogramin <—

the Ofice of Children, Youth and Fam lies of the Departnent of
Public Welfare.
§ 2553. Registration of children.
(a) Mandatory registration.--[PACE] ASES PAE shall register <—
and be responsible for the review and referral of children for
whom parental rights have been term nated for [90] 45 days and
for whom no report of intention to adopt has been filed in the
court of common pl eas.

(b) Optional registration.--[PACE may al so]

(1) ACES PAE may register children where restoration to <—

the biological famly is neither possible nor appropriate, a
petition to termnate parental rights has been filed and
adoption is planned pending identification of an adoptive
parent or parents. [However, information]

(2) ACES PAE may register children with a court-approved <—

goal of adoption if the court-approved goal of adopti on has

not been appealed within 30 days and a petition to termnm nate
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parental rights has not been fil ed.

(3) Information about these children shall not be

publicized without prior approval by the departnment, which
shall ensure the anonymity of these children until such tine
as parental rights are term nated.

(c) Children excluded fromregistration.--

(1) A child for whomterm nation of parental rights is
bei ng appealed in a court shall not be registered with [ PACE]
ACES PAE as avail able for adoption. [ldentifying information
of such children shall be forwarded to PACE by the agency,
with reference to the specific reason for which the child is

not to be placed on the listing service.]

(2) A child regi stered with ACES PAE nay be w t hdrawn at

t he request of the agency having custody if the withdrawal is

based on criteria established by regul ati on.

§ 2554. Responsibilities of [PACE] ACES PAE

[ PACE] ACES PAE shall be responsible for the foll ow ng:

(1) Registration of adoptive parent applicants who have
been approved by agenci es.

(2) Accunul ation and di ssem nation of statistical
information regarding all children registered with [ PACE]

(3) Creation and administration of a public information
program designed to inform potential adoptive parents of the
need for adoptive hones for children registered with [ PACE]

(4) Preparation and distribution of a photographic
listing service on children registered with [ PACE] ASES PAE.
(5) Preparation of annual reports concerning functions

of [ PACE] ACEES PAE regarding the children and the prospective
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parents listed with [ PACE] ASES PAE. The reports shall be

submtted annually by May 1 to the [Health and Wl fare and
Judiciary Conm ttees] Governor and—the, THE JUDI Cl ARY

COVW TTEE AND ANY OTHER appropri ate standi ng comm ttees of

t he House of Representatives[, to the Public Health and
Wel fare and Judiciary Conmttees] and of the Senate [and to

the Governor]. The annual report shall al so include

statistical and fiscal informati on regardi ng additi onal State

and local initiatives involving the recruitnent of fanilies

interested in adopting children with speci al needs who neet

the eligibility criteria of this act and efforts to identify

eliqgible children

(6) Coordination of its functions with other state,
regi onal and national adoption exchanges.
§ 2555. Responsibilities of [public and private] agencies.

(a) Reqgistration of children.--All [public and |icensed

private child service] agencies shall register all children with
[ PACE] ACES PAE for whom parental rights have been term nated
for [90] 45 days and for whom no report of intention to adopt
has been filed in the court of conmon pleas. [A public or
licensed private] AN agency may register other children as set
forth in section 2553(b) (relating to registration of children).
(b) Registration of applicants.--Al publie-andlticensed
privateehild serviee agencies shall reqgister all approved

adopti ve parent applicants with their consent who express an

interest in adopting children with speci al needs.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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