PRINTER S N0 1975

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1620 %5

| NTRODUCED BY LEVDANSKY, MASLAND, DeWEESE, VI TALI, BATTI STO
FREEMAN, CURRY, TRELLO HANNA, MARKGOCSEK, GRUCELA, RUFFI NG
MELI O, SCRI MENTI, Tl GUE, LAUGHLIN, M CHLOVIC, M COHEN
STEELMAN, STURLA, RAMOS, VAN HORNE, TANGRETTI, KAI SER
JOSEPHS, GORDNER, EACHUS, DALEY AND WLLIAMS, JUNE 9, 1999

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, JUNE 9, 1999

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
2 "An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
3 special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
4 primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
5 and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

6 i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,

7 courts, county boards of elections, county comm ssioners;

8 i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codi fying,
9 revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
10 repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

11 el ections,” providing for definitions; creating the

12 Pennsyl vania State Board of Elections and defining its powers
13 and duties; providing for a fair canpai gn code, for

14 regul ations at polling places, for independent expenditures,
15 for political action conmttees and affiliated commttees,
16 for in-kind contributions, for commttee organi zations, for
17 reporting by candi dates and political conmttees, for

18 quarterly reports, for contribution limtations and

19 i ndependent expenditures, for partnership contributions and
20 for powers and duties; creating the Pennsylvania Fair
21 Canpai gn Fund and its adm nistration; providing for funding
22 l[imtations and use and for transfers; making an
23 appropriation; and maki ng repeal s.
24 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

25 hereby enacts as follows:
26 Section 1. Section 102 of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L. 1333,

27 No. 320), known as the Pennsyl vani a El ecti on Code, is anended by
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addi ng a clause to read:

Section 102. Definitions.--The foll owi ng words, when used in
this act, shall have the follow ng nmeani ngs, unless otherw se
clearly apparent fromthe context:

* * %

(z.5) The words "State board" or "State board of el ections"

shall nean the Pennsyl vania State Board of El ecti ons.

Section 2. Sections 201, 201.1, 202 and 203 of the act are
r epeal ed.
Section 3. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 201. The Pennsyl vania State Board of El ections.--(a)

The Pennsyl vania State board of elections is hereby established

as an i ndependent board within the executive branch of the

Commpnweal th. The State board of el ections shall consist of six

menbers appoi nted by the Governor with the advice and consent of

two-thirds of all nenbers of the Senate. No nore than three

menbers of the State board appoi nted under this subsecti on nay

be affiliated with the sane political party. No two nmenbers

shall reside in the sane county.

(b)Y Menbers of the State board of el ections shall serve for

a termof six years except that of the nenbers first appoi nted

(i) two of the nenbers not affiliated with the sane politica

party shall be appointed for terns of two years; (ii) two of the

menbers not affiliated with the same political party shall be

appoi nted for four-year terns; and (iii) two of the nenbers not

affiliated with the sane political party shall be appoi nted for

Si x-year terns.

(c) No nenber shall be appointed to nore than one full six-

vear term Provi ded, however, That a nenber of the State board

of elections may serve until his successor has been appoi nted
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and qualifi ed.

(d) Menbers shall be chosen on the basis of their maturity,

experience, inteqgrity, inpartiality and good judgnent and shal

be chosen from anong i ndi viduals, who, at the tine of their

appoi ntnent, are not el ected or appointed officers or enpl oyes

in the executive, leqgislative or judicial branch of the

gover nnent of the Commpbnweal th of Pennsyl vania or any of its

political subdivisions. Each person appoi nted as a nenber of the

State board of elections shall be a citizen and | egal resident

of the Commponwealth for a period of not |ess than one year.

(e) No individual, while a nenber or enploye of the State

board shal |

(1) Hold public office or canpaign for any public office.

(2) Hold office in any political party or political

conmi tt ee.

(3) Actively participate in any political canpaign.

(4) Directly or indirectly attenpt to i nfl uence any deci si on

by a governnental body, other than a court of law or as a

representative of the State board on a natter within the

jurisdiction of the State board.

(5) Be enpl oyed by the Commbnwealth in any other capacity

whet her or not for conpensati on.

(f) A nmpjority of the State board by resol ution, shal

decl are vacant the position on the State board of any nenber who

takes part in activities prohibited by subsection (e). An

i ndi vi dual appointed to fill a vacancy occurring other than by

the expiration of a termof office shall be appointed for the

unexpired termof the nenber he succeeds and is eligible for

appoi ntnent to one full six-year termthereafter.

(g) The State board shall elect a chairnan and a vice
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chairman from anong its nenbers for a termof one year. No

menber nay serve as chairnman nore often than once duri ng any

termof office to which he is appointed. The chai rnman and the

vice chairman shall not be affiliated with the sane political

party. The vice chairman shall act as chairnman in the absence or

disability of the chairman or in the event of a vacancy in such

of fice.

(h) The State board shall neet at | east once a nonth and at

such other tines as it deens necessary.

(i) Four nenbers of the State board shall constitute a

quorum and the vote of a mpjority of the nenbers present is

requi red for any action or recommendati on of the State board.

The chai rman and any four menbers of the State board may call a

meeti ng, provided advance witten notice is mailed to each

menber and to any person who requests notice of such neetings.

(i) Menbers of the State board shall be conpensated at a

rate of seventeen thousand five hundred dollars ($17,500) per

vear and shall receive rei nbursenent for their actual and

necessary expenses while perform ng the busi ness of the State

board of el ecti ons.

(k) The State board shall enpl oy an executive director, a

general counsel and such other staff as i s necessary to carry

out its duties pursuant to this act. The executive director

shall be responsible for the adm nistrative operati ons of the

State board of el ections and shall perform such other duties as

may be del egated or assigned to himby the nenbers of the State

board, except the State board shall not del egate the maki ng of

requl ati ons to the executive director. A general counsel shal

be the chief |legal officer of the State board and shall have the

sane powers and duties as prescribed in Chapter 4 of the act of
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Cct ober 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), known as the "Commpbnweal t h

Attorneys Act." The State board of el ections nay obtain the

services of experts and consultants as necessary to carry out

its duties pursuant to this act.

Secti on 202. Powers and Duti es of the Pennsyl vania State

El ecti on Board. --The Pennsyl vania State El ecti on Board shal

exercise in the manner provided by this act all powers granted

to it by this act, and shall performall the duties i nposed upon

it by this act, which shall include the foll ow ng:

(1) The State board of el ections shall assune all the powers

and duties which this act, or any other act, inposes upon the

Secretary of the Commpnweal th or the Departnent of State

relating to the conduct of el ections and voter registrati on. The

Secretary of the Commpnweal th shall, however, retain those

responsibilities placed on the office by Article XI of the

Consti tution of Pennsyl vani a.

(2) To issue instructions and pronul gate rul es and

requl ations relating to the adnmi nistrati on of the el ecti on

process, el ection canpai gn practices and canpai gn fi nanci ng

practi ces consistent with the provisions of | aw.

(3) To determne the forns of nom nati on petitions and

papers, expense accounts and all other forns and records, in

accordance with this act.

(4) To exanm ne and reexani ne voting nmachi nes and el ectroni c

voting systens, and to approve or di sapprove themfor use in

this Commonweal th, in accordance with the provisions of this

act.

(5) To receive and deternine, as herei nafter provided, the

sufficiency of nonination petitions, certificates and papers of

candi dates for President of the United States, presidential

19990H1620B1975 - 5 -
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electors, United States senators, representatives in Congress

and all State offices, including senators, representati ves and

judges of all courts of record, and del egates and alternate

del egates to Nati onal Conventi ons and nenbers of State

conmi tt ees.

(6) To certify to county boards of elections for prinmaries

and el ections the nanes of the candi dates for President and

Vice-President of the United States, presidential el ectors,

United States senators, representatives in Congress and al

State offices, including senators, representatives, and judges

of all courts of record, and del egates and al ternate del egates

to National Conventi ons, and nenbers of State conmittees, and

the formand wordi ng of constituti onal anendnments or ot her

questions to be subnmtted to the electors of the State at | arge.

(7)) To receive such reports fromcounty boards of el ections

as are required by this act, and to denand such additi onal

reports on special nmatters as it may deem necessary.

(8) To receive fromcounty boards of el ections the returns

of primaries and el ecti ons, to canvass and conpute the votes

cast for candi dates and upon questi ons as required by the

provisions of this act; to proclaimthe results of such

prinmaries and el ections, and to issue certificates of el ection

to the successful candi dates at such el ecti ons, except in cases

where that duty is i nposed by | aw on anot her officer or board.

(9) To serve as the State clearing house for information in

respect to the adm ni strati on of el ecti ons and pursuant to that

duty, the State board shall enter into contracts for the purpose

of conducting i ndependent studies of the adm nistrati on of

el ections. Studi es nade under this paragraph shall be publi shed

by the State board and copi es nade avail able to the CGeneral
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Assenbly and to the general public upon paynent of the cost of

duplication. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to

aut hori ze the State board to include comments or reconnendati ons

in any study. If the need arises for any conment or

reconmendati ons, they shall be included as an appendi X to such

(10) To visit county boards of el ections, exanm ne their

procedures and records and direct that any such procedures be

nodi fied in any manner consistent with the provisions of this

act.

(11) To conduct any investigati on necessary to carryout the

provi sions of this act.

(12) To conduct private or public hearings.

(13) To administer oaths or affirmati ons, subpoena

w t nesses, conpel their attendance, exam ne them under oath or

affirmati on and require the producti on of any books, records,

docunents or other evidence it may deemrel evant or nateri al .

(14) To seek immunity in accordance with the provisions of

42 Pa.C.S. 8 5946 (relating to conpetency of certain w tnesses

where political subdivision is a party), in any investigation

relating to any crinme or offense with respect to which, by

express provisions of statute, a conpetent authority is

aut hori zed to confer inmunity; Provided, however, That such

i Mmunity shall be conferred only after the Attorney CGeneral and

appropriate district attorney are afforded the opportunity to be

heard respecti ng any objecti ons which either may have to the

conferring thereof; and provided, further, that if either the

Attorney General or any such appropriate district attorney shal

object to the conferring of immunity, inmunity may be conferred

only by unani nous vote of all six nenbers of the State board.

19990H1620B1975 - 7 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(15) To institute or direct a county board of el ections to

institute such judicial proceedi ngs as nay be necessary to

enforce conpliance with any provision of this act or any

requl ati on pronul gated thereunder including, but not linted to,

application, on notice served upon the respondent in the nanner

directed by the court at |east six hours prior to the tine of

return thereon, to the court of common pleas, for an order

prohi biting the conti nued or threatened violation thereof of for

such other or further relief as the court may deem just and

proper.

(16) To develop an electronic reporti ng systemto process

the statenments of canpai gn recei pts, contri butions, transfers

and expenditures required to be filed with the State board of

el ecti ons pursuant to the provisions of this act.

(17) To establish a training programon the el ectronic

reporting systemrequired in subsection 16 and nmake it avail abl e

to any candi date or conm ttee.

(18) To recommend | eqi sl ati on and adm ni strati ve neasures as

it finds appropriate to pronote fair, honest and efficiently

adm ni stered el ecti ons.

(19) To nonitor the adequacy and effecti veness of the

election | aws and report thereon at | east annually to the

Governor and the General Assenbly.

(20) To conpile the information required with respect to the

operation of the National Voter Reqistration Act of 1993 (Public

Law 103-31, 42 U.S.C. 8 1973gqg et Seqg.) and the act of June 30,

1995 (P.L.170, No.25), known as the "Pennsyl vani a Vot er

Regi stration Act," and report the informati on annually to the

Governor, the General Assenbly and the Federal El ection

Commi ssi on together with an assessnent of the operati on of such

19990H1620B1975 - 8 -
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acts and any recommendati ons for change and i nprovenents in

conpl i ance.

(21) To take all appropriate steps to encourage the broadest

possi bl e voter participation in elections including the

admi ni stration of a programof voter reqgistration form

distribution by participating State agenci es as prescri bed by

t he "Pennsyl vani a Voter Regi strati on Act."

(22) To provide witten advice to any person upon his

request with respect to such person's duties under this act.

Such advice shall be provided within five worki ng days of the

request, provided the tine nmay be extended for good cause. |t

shall be evidence of good faith conduct in any civil or crimnal

proceeding, if the requester, at | east five working days prior

to the all eged violation requested witten advice fromthe State

board in good faith, disclosed truthfully all the material facts

and commtted the acts either in reliance of the advice or

because of the failure of the State board to provide advice

within five days of the requests or such | ater extended tine.

(23) To perform such duties as may be prescri bed by | aw

Secti on 203. Expl anati on of Ball ot Questi on. --\Wienever a

pr oposed constituti onal anendnent or other State-w de ball ot

questi on shall be subnmitted to the electors of the Commpbnweal t h

in referendum the State board shall prepare a statenent in

pl ain Engli sh which indicates the purpose, limtations and

effects of the ball ot guestion on the people of the

Commpbnweal th. The State board of el ections shall certify the

statenent to the Secretary of the Commonweal th who shall i ncl ude

it in his publication of a proposed constitutional anmendnent as

required by Article XI of the Constituti on of Pennsyl vania. The

State board shall certify such statenent to the county boards of

19990H1620B1975 - 9 -
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el ecti ons who shall publish such statenent as a part of the

noti ce of elections required by section 1201 or any ot her

provision of this act. The county board of el ections shall al so

require that at | east three copies of such statenent be posted

in or about the voting room outside the encl osed space with the

speci nen ballots and other instructi ons and noti ces of

penalties. In election questions which affect only one county or

portion thereof, the county board of elections shall fulfil

these requi renents in the place of the Attorney General and the

Secretary of the Commpnweal t h.

Secti on 204. Records and Docunents to be Open to Public

| nspection.--The records of the State board of el ections and al

returns, nonmination petitions, certificates and papers, other

petiti ons, accounts, contracts, reports and other documents and

records in his custody shall be open to public inspection, and

may be i nspected and copied by any qualified el ector of the

State during ordi nary busi ness hours at any ti me when they are

not necessarily being used by the State board, or its Executive

Director or one of his authorized enpl oyes, and shall be subj ect

to proper requl ati on for safekeeping of the records and

docunents, and subject to the further provisions of this act.

Secti on 205. Preservati on of Records.--All docunents and

records in the office of the State board of el ections shall be

preserved therein for a period of five years, unl ess otherw se

provided in this act.

Section 206. State Board of El ections; Enforcenment Powers. --

(a) The State board of el ections shall have jurisdiction of,

and be responsi ble for, the executi on and enforcenment of the

provi sions of Articles XVI and XVI-A of this act and ot her

statutes governi ng canpai gns, el ections and rel ated procedures.
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(b) Whenever the State board of el ections or other board of

el ections shall deternine, on its own initiative or upon

conplaint, or otherwise, that there is substantial reason to

believe a violation of this act or requl ati on pronul gat ed

t her eunder has occurred, it shall expeditiously nake an

i nvestigati on which may include investigati on of reports and

statenents nade or failed to be nade by the conpl ai nant and any

political commttee supporting his candidacy if the conpl ai nant

is a candidate or, if the conplaint was nade by an officer or

menber of a political conmmttee, of reports and statenents nade

or failed to be nade by such political commttee and any

candi dates supported by it. A county board of el ections shal

have jurisdiction over canpai gn expense reports or Statenents

filed inits office; Provided however, That the State board of

elections, in lieu of nmaki ng such an i nvesti gati on, nay direct

the appropriate county board of el ections to conduct an

i nvestigation. The State board of el ections may request, and

shall receive, the assi stance of the Pennsyl vania State Police

in any investigation it shall conduct.

(c) |If, after an investiqgation, the State board of el ections

or county board of elections finds reasonabl e grounds to believe

that a violation warranting crim nal prosecuti on has taken

place, it shall forthwith refer the matter to the proper | aw

enforcenent officer in accordance with section 1642 (a) and (b)

and shall make available to such district attorney all rel evant

papers, docunents, testinpny and findings relevant to its

i nvestigation. In the case where the State board has directed

the county board to conduct an i nvestigation, the county board

shall report their findings to the State board who may refer the

matter in accordance with this subsection
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(d) The State board of elections or in the case of reports

filed originally at the county, the county board of el ections

may, where appropriate, conmence a judicial proceeding with

respect to the filing or failure to file any statenent of

recei pts, expenditures or contributi ons, under the provisi ons of

this act. The State board of elections nmay direct the

appropri ate board of el ections to conmence the proceedi ng.

(e) The State board of el ections may pronul gate rul es and

requl ati ons consistent with law to effectuate the provisi ons of

this section.

Secti on 207. Fair Canpai gn Code.--(a) |In addition to the

powers and duties el sewhere enunerated in this act, the State

board of el ections, after holding public hearings, shall adopt a

"fair canpai gn code" setting forth ethical standards of conduct

for persons, political parties and conm ttees engaged in

el ecti on canpai gns.

(b) Copies of the code shall be provided to each candi dat e,

political party or political conmttee, no |later than March 31

of each year, upon request, by the board of el ections with which

the candi date, political party or political conmttee nust file

canpai gn expense reports pursuant to Article XVI of this act.

(c) Al candidates who voluntarily agree to adhere to the

code shall file a signed copy of the code with the State board

of elections or county board of el ections as the case nay be.

Secti on 208. Powers and Duties of State Board of El ections

Respecti ng El ecti ons and Cri nes Agai nst El ecti ve Franchi se. - -

Authority is hereby conferred upon the State board of el ections

to appoint a special investigator to institute i nvestigati on of

cases arising under this act, and to appoi nt such additi onal

special investigators and enpl oyes as it may deem necessary, and
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fix their conpensation, within the limts of appropriation

avai |l abl e therefor and assign enforcing this act. Mneys

appropriated for carrying out the provisions of this section

shall be paid out of the State Treasury upon certificati on of

the State board.

The State board or any of its special investigators shal

have power to issue subpoenas or subpoenas duces tecum

adm ni ster oaths and exan ne wi tnesses under oath, for the

pur pose of investigating any matter within the jurisdiction

herein prescri bed for the purpose of aiding the State board in

enforcing the provisions of this act. Such subpoenas shall be

i ssued in the nane of the State board of el ections. Such

subpoenas may be served by any special investigator or by any

police officer or peace officer.

Any person who shall omt, neqglect or refuse to obey a

subpoena attested in the name of the State board of el ections or

who shall refuse to testify under or in pursuance thereof shal

be forwarded to the court for contenpt proceedi ngs.

Any special investigator nmay call upon any nenber of the

police, sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable or other public

officer, or any person, to assist himin carrying out the

provi sions of this section. Any officer or person who shall fai

to render the assi stance so denmanded or who shall willfully

hi nder or del ay such special investigator in the exerci se of any

power or the performance of any duty shall be quilty of a

m sdeneanor of the third degree.

Section 4. Section 1220(d) is anended and the section is
anmended by addi ng a subsection to read:
Section 1220. Regulations in Force at Polling Places.--* * *

(d) Al persons, except election officers, clerks, nachine
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i nspectors, overseers, watchers, persons in the course of
voting, persons lawfully giving assistance to voters,

i nvestigators or other representatives or nenbers of the county

or State board of elections, and peace and police officers, when

permtted by the provisions of this act, nust remain at | east
ten (10) feet distant fromthe polling place during the progress
of the voting.

* * %

(g) After the polls close, investigators or other

representati ves of nmenbers of the State or county board shall be

permitted within the encl osed space in addition to ot her persons

permtted by this act; Provided, however, That no nenber of the

county board of elections who is a candidate for office or any

ot her candidate shall be allowed in a polling place on el ection

day except for the purpose of casting his own ball ot.

Section 5. Section 1621(d), (e) and (I) of the act, added
Oct ober 4, 1978 (P.L.893, No.171) and July 21, 1979 (P.L. 189,
No. 63), are anended and the section is anended by addi ng cl auses
to read:

Section 1621. Definitions.--As used in this article, the
foll owi ng words have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

* x *

(d) The word "expenditure" shall nean:

(1) The paynent, distribution, |oan or advancenent of nobney
or any valuable thing by a candidate, political commttee or
ot her person for the purpose of influencing the outconme of an

el ection; Provided, however, That such paynent, distribution,

| oan or advancenent of nobney or any val uabl e thi ng nmust be nmnde

only for legitinmte and verifi abl e canpai gn expenses and not for

any i nherently personal purpose.
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(2) The paynent, distribution, |oan, advance or transfer of
noney or ot her val uable thing between or anong political
conmi tt ees;

(3) The providing of a service or other valuable thing for
t he purpose of influencing the outconme of a nom nation or
el ection of any person to any public office to be voted for in
t his Commonweal t h; or

(4) The paynent or providing of noney or other val uable
thing by any person other than a candidate or political
commttee, to conpensate any person for services rendered to a

candi date or political conmttee. As used in this subsection,

"inherent|ly personal purpose” nmeans a purpose that, by its

nature, confers a personal benefit, including a home nortgage,

rent, utility paynment, clothing purchase, noncanpai gn autonopbil e

expense, country club nenbership, vacation or a trip of a

noncanpai gn nature, household food itens, tuition paynments,

admi ssion to a sporting event, concert, theater or other form of

entertai nnent.

(5) The term "expenditure" shall not include canpai gn

expendi tures made by a candi date for which the candidate is

rei nbursed by his or her political conmttee within the

reporting period the expenditure was nmade. Such expendi ture nande

by the candidate is subject, however, to the requirenents of

section 1626(c).

(e) [The words "independent expenditure” shall nmean an
expenditure by a person nmade for the purpose of influencing an
el ection without cooperation or consultation with any candi date
or any political commttee authorized by that candi date and
which is not nmade in concert with or at the request or

suggestion of any candidate or political conmittee or agent

19990H1620B1975 - 15 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

t her eof . ]

The words "i ndependent expenditure" shall nean an expendi ture

by a person for a conmuni cati on expressly advocating the

el ection or defeat of a clearly identified candidate which i s

not nade with the cooperation or prior consent of, in

consul tation or concert with or at the request or suqggesti on of

a candi date or any agent or authorized conmmttee of the

candi date. Mere know edge al one of the occurrence of an

expendi ture shall not preclude it from bei ng an i ndependent

expendi ture. For purposes of this definition:

(1) The word "agent" shall nean any person who has act ual

oral or witten authority, either express or inplied, to make or

to authorize the naki ng of expenditures on behalf of a

candi date, or shall nean any person who has been placed in a

position within the canpai gn organi zati on where it woul d

reasonably appear that in the ordi nary course of canpai gn-

related activities he nmay authori ze expendi tures.

(2) The words "clearly identified candi date" shall nean that

the nane of the candi date appears, a photograph or draw ng of

t he candi date appears or the identity of the candidate is

ot herwi se appar ent by unanbi guous reference.

(3) The words "expressly advocating" shall nean any

communi cati on that advocates the el ection or defeat of a

candi date by:

(i) containing the nane of the candidate, a picture of the

candi date or expressi ons such as "vote for", "elect", "support",

"vote against", "defeat" or "reject" or a canpai gn sl ogan or

words that in context can have no reasonabl e neani ng ot her than

to advocate the el ection or defeat of one or nore clearly

i dentified candi dat es;
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(ii) referring to one or nore clearly identified candi dat es

in a paid advertisenment that is transmtted through radi o or

television within 60 cal endar days precedi ng the date of an

el ection of the candi date; or

(iii) expressing unm stakabl e and unanbi quous support for or

opposition to one or nore clearly identified candi dates when

taken as a whole and with limted reference to external events

such as the proxinmty to an el ecti on.

The word "expressly advocati ng" does not include the publication

or distribution of a conmuni cation that:

(A) Presents information in an educati onal nmanner solely

about the voting record or position on a canpai gn i ssue of two

(2) or nore candi dates.

(B) Is not made in coordination with a candi date, political

party or agent of the candidate or party, or a candi date's agent

or a person who is coordinating with a candi date or a

candi date's agent.

(C) Does not contain a phrase such as "vote for," "reel ect,"

"support," "vote against," "defeat," or "reject" or other sl ogan

or words along with the nane or picture of the candidate that in

context can have no reasonabl e neani ng other than to urge the

el ection or defeat of one or nore clearly identified candi dates.

(4) The words "made with the cooperati on or prior consent

of, in consultation or concert with or at the request or

suggestion of a candidate or any agent or authorized commttee

of the candi date" shall nean any arrangenent, coordi nati on or

direction by the candidate or his agent prior to the

publication, distribution, display or broadcast of the

communi cati on. An expenditure shall be presuned to be so nmde

when it is:
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(i) Based on informati on about the candi date's pl ans,

projects or needs provided to the expendi ng person by the

candi date or by the candidate's agents, with a view toward

havi ng an expendi t ure nade.

(ii) W©Made by or through any person who is or has been

authori zed to rai se or expend funds, who i s or has been an

officer of an authorized conmttee, including a political party

commttee, or who is or has been receiving any form of

conpensation fromthe candi date, the candidate's conm ttee or

(1) The words "Political Action Commttee" shall mean any
political committee as defined in subsection (h) which receives
contributions and nakes expenditures to, or on behalf of, any
candi date other than a candi date's own authorized political
commttees or the political commttees of any State, county,
city, borough, township, ward or other regularly constituted
party commttee of any political party or political body. A

political action committee which is established, maintai ned or

controll ed by a sponsori ng organi zati on such as a corporati on,

| abor organi zati on, nenbershi p associ ati on or trade associ ati on

shall include in its registered nane the full nane of its

sponsori ng organi zati on.

* * %

(n) The words "affiliate" or "affiliated conmm ttee" shal

i ncl ude:

(1) Any commttee established or authorized by a candi dat e

as part of his or her canpaign for the sane el ection for office.

(2) Any commttee established, financed, nmintained or

controll ed by the sane corporation, |abor organi zati on, person
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or group of persons, including any parent, subsidi ary, branch,

di vi sion, departnent or |local unit thereof. Local units nay

i nclude, in appropriate cases, a franchisee, |icensee or

regi onal associ ati on.

(0) The words "in-kind contribution" shall nean a

contri buti on of goods, services, property or any val uabl e thing

offered free or at |l ess than the usual and normal charge for

such goods or services, but shall not include any |eqgal or

accounti ng services rendered to or on behalf of any political

commttee of a political party, an authori zed commttee of a

candi date or any other political conmttee, if such services are

solely for the purpose of ensuring conpliance with this article.

Such | egal or accounting services, however, shall be reported

pursuant to section 1631.

Section 6. Section 1622(b) of the act, added Cctober 4, 1978
(P.L.893, No.171), is anended to read:

Section 1622. Organization of Political Comrttees;
Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer; Records of Candi date and
Commi ttees. --

* x *

(b) Every candidate [who authorizes a commttee or

commttees,] for public office nmust authorize a political

committee to receive and disburse funds on behalf of this
candi dacy, and shall nane a sole treasurer[, irrespective of the
nunber of commttees so authorized,] to receive and disburse al

funds for said [commttees.] commttee. No nore than one such

committee shall be fornmed per office sought. Nothing herein

shall be construed to prohibit a candidate fromreceiving or
expendi ng noneys on his behalf or a treasurer of a political

party commttee or a comrittee authorized to receive and
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di stribute funds on behalf of nore than one (1) candidate from
recei ving or expendi ng noneys on behal f of said candi dates,

not wi t hst andi ng t he appoi ntnent of a sole treasurer. A sole
treasurer nmay del egate authority, in witing, to any nunber of
assistant treasurers to receive and di sburse noneys col |l ected on
behal f of a candidate for election. Nothing in this section
shall prohibit authorized individuals fromselling tickets or
soliciting funds when funds are deposited in the canpaign
account of the candi date.

* x *

Section 7. Section 1626(a), (b), (d), (e) and (g) of the
act, anmended or added COctober 4, 1978 (P.L.893, No.171), July
11, 1980 (P.L.600, No.128) and July 10, 1981 (P.L.256, No.84),
are anended and the section is anended by addi ng a subsection to
read:

Section 1626. Reporting by Candidate and Politi cal
Conmmi ttees and ot her Persons. --

(a) Each treasurer of a political commttee and each
candi date for election to public office shall file with the
appropriate supervisor reports of receipts and expenditures on
forms, designed by the [Secretary of the Commonweal th] State

board of elections, if the amobunt received or expended or

liabilities incurred shall exceed the sumof two hundred fifty
dol lars ($250). Should such an ampunt not exceed two hundred

fifty dollars ($250), then the candidate or, in the case of a

political commttee, the treasurer of the conmttee shall file a

sworn statenment to that effect with the appropriate supervisor

rather than the report required by this section[.]: Provided,

however, That if the anount recei ved or expended by a candi date

does not exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250) he or she nay
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conply with this section by signing an affidavit to that effect

on his/her political commttee's report or statenent.

(b) Each report shall include the follow ng information:
(1) The full nane, nmailing address, specific occupation and

specific nane of the enployer, if any, or the principal place of
busi ness, if self-enployed, of each person who has nade one or
nore contributions to or for such commttee or candidate wthin
the reporting period in an aggregate anmount or value in excess

of [two hundred fifty dollars ($250)] one hundred dollars

($100), together with the anmount and date of such contributions.
The accuracy of the information furnished to the candi date or
commttee shall be the responsibility of the contributor.

(2) The full nanme and mailing address of each person [who]

and political coormittee that has nmade one or nobre contributions

to or for such conmttee or candidate within the reporting
period in an aggregate anmount or value in excess of fifty
dol lars ($50), together with the anpbunt and date of such
contributions. The accuracy of the information furnished by the
contributor shall be the responsibility of the contributor.

(3) The total sumof individual contributions nmade to or for
such commttee or candidate during the reporting period and not

reported under clauses (1) and (2): Provided, however, That when

i ndi vi dual contributions under fifty dollars ($50) made to one

single fundrai sing event in which the total sumrai sed was two

t housand five hundred dollars ($2,500) or npre the report nust

list the nanes and addresses of all contributors to that

fundrai ser.
(4) Each and every expenditure, the date nade, the full name
and address of the person to whom nade and the purpose for which

such expenditure was nade.
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(5) Any unpaid debts and liabilities, with the nature and
amount of each, the date incurred and the full name and address
of the person owed.

(6) The account shall include any unexpended bal ance of
contributions or other receipts appearing fromthe | ast account

filed.

* * %

large] and all political commttees, which have expended noney
for the purpose of influencing the election of such candi dat e,
shall be filed not |ater than the sixth Tuesday before and the
second Friday before an election, provided that the initial pre-
el ection report [of each nonth and] shall be conplete as of
fifty (50) days prior to the election and the subsequent pre-
el ection report shall be conplete as of fifteen (15) days prior
to the election. [Pre-election reports by all other candi dates
and political conmttees which have received contributions or
made expenditures for the purpose of influencing an el ection
shall be filed not |ater than the second Friday before an
el ection, provided that such report be conplete as of fifteen
(15) days prior to the election.]

(e) Al candidates or political commttees, required to file
under this section, shall also file [a] an_initial post-election
report not later than thirty (30) days after an el ecti on which

shall be conplete as of twenty (20) days after the election[.]

and a subsequent post-el ection report on January 31 of the year

after the el ection which shall be conplete as of Decenber 31 of

the prior year. Candi dates defeated in the primary el ecti on nust

file the initial post-election report by the deadli ne specified
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in this subsection and continue to file reports in accordance

with section 1627. In the case of a special election the initial

post-el ection report shall be conplete as of ten (10) days after
such special el ection.

* %

[(g) Every person, other than a political comrmttee or
candi dat e, who makes i ndependent expenditures expressly
advocating the election or defeat of a clearly identified
candi date, or question appearing on the ballot, other than by
contribution to a political commttee or candidate, in an
aggregate anount in excess of one hundred dollars ($100) during
a cal endar year shall file with the appropriate supervisor, on a
formprepared by the Secretary of the Commonweal th, a report
whi ch shall include the sane information required of a candi date
or political commttee receiving such a contribution and,
additionally, the name of the candi date or question supported or
opposed. Reports required by this subsection shall be filed on
dates on which reports by political conmttees naking
expenditures are required to report under this section.]

* * %

(k) Al reports filed with the State board of el ecti ons

shall be filed via electronic nedia in the manner prescri bed by

the State board. Al such reports shall be acconpani ed by the

affidavit prescribed by section 1629 of this act. Any candi date

or political commttee not able to file the report or statenent

required by this section using electronic nedia shall request an

exenption fromthe State board of el ections. The candi date or

political conmm ttee upon approval of the State board of

el ections shall file reports and statenents on forns devel oped

by the State board.
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Section 8. Section 1627 of the act, anended July 11, 1980
(P.L.591, No.127) and July 11, 1980 (P.L.625, No.129), is
amended to read:

Section 1627. [Annual Reports] Quarterly Reports;

Term nati on of Conm ttees. --

(a) Al political commttees and candi dates, [including
t hose conm ttees and candi dates] not filing reports under
section 1626 (d) and (e), shall file [a report on January 31 of
each year which shall be conplete as of Decenber 31 of the prior
year. Such reports shall be filed annually at this tinme until
there is no balance or debt in the report of the candi date or
political committee. Such reports shall be cunul ative. However,
if there has been no change in the account, then the candi date
or political commttee shall file a statenent to that effect
with the appropriate supervisor. Each form designated by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth for filing a report or statenent
required by section 1626(e) shall contain a block which may be
mar ked by the candidate or political commttee designating it a
term nation report or statement. |If such report or statenent is
so designated, or if an authorized candidate elects to file no
report or statenment pursuant to section 1626.1, no annual report
need be filed under this section unless contributions were
recei ved or expenditures made subsequent to the tinme period for
filing of such term nation report. However, no candi date or
political comrittee nmay term nate by way of a statenent where
t he unpai d bal ance indicated in the previous report was greater
than two hundred fifty dollars ($250). In the case of annual
reports said report shall cover the canpaign activity of a
candi date or political conmttee fromthe last prior report or

statement.] quarterly reports. Such reports shall be filed on
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the fifteenth day following the |ast day of the third, sixth,

ninth and twelfth nonth of each year and shall be conplete as of

the end of such npbnths. Reports nust be filed until such tine

that there is no bal ance or debt in the report of the candi date

or political commttee. Such reports shall be cunul ative. A

report nust be filed even if there was no change in the account

since the last filing. Each form desi gnated by the State board

of elections for filing a report required by section 1626(e)

shall contain a bl ock which may be nmarked by the candi date or

political commttee designating it a term nation report or

statenent. No candidate or political conmttee nmay tern nate

unl ess such candi date or commttee has a zero bal ance. No

candi date or conmittee may term nate by way of a statenent. In

the case of quarterly reports, said report shall cover the

canpai gn activity of a candidate or political commttee fromthe

| ast prior report or statenent. Once terninated, a political

comm ttee nust conply with sections 1623 and 1624 before

recei ving contributi ons or nmaki ng expendi tures.

[(b) Any political conmttee required to be registered under
this act and not reporting under section 1626 shall file an
annual report under this section. However, if a political
comm ttee makes aggregate expenditures as defined in section
1621 in an anount less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) or
i ncurs aggregate debt in an anount |ess than two hundred fifty
dol lars ($250) during the cal endar year to influence an
el ection, it need not file an annual report; provided that this
exception shall not be applicable to a candidate's political
commttee or to a State or county conmittee of a political party
or political body or to a political action conmttee of a

corporation or unincorporated association.]
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Section 9. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 1627. 1. Limtati ons on Certain Contributions.--

(a) Aggregate contributions, including in-kind

contri butions, fromany person to any candidate for the office

of Senator or Representative in the General Assenbly, court of

commpn pleas or a county or |local office, his authorized

comm ttee or agent shall not exceed two hundred dollars ($200)

for each election. Furthernmore, for each el ecti on, no such

candi date, his authorized conmttee or agent shall accept or

recei ve nore than two hundred dollars ($200) i n aggregate

contri butions, including in-kind contributions from any person.

(b) Aggregate contributions, including in-kind

contri butions, fromany person to any candi date for Statew de

office, his authorized commttee or agent shall not exceed one

t housand doll ars ($1,000) for each el ection. Furthernore, for

each el ection, no candidate, his authorized conm ttee or agent

shall accept or receive nore than one thousand dollars ($1, 000)

in aggreqgate contri butions, including in-kind contributions from

any person.

(c) Aggregate contributions, including in-kind

contributions, froma single political action comrttee, its

affiliate or agent or candidate's political commttee, its

affiliate or agent to any candi date for the office of Senator or

Representative in the General Assenbly, court of commobn pl eas or

a county or local office, his authorized conmttee or agent

shall not exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) for each

el ection. Furthernore, for each el ection, no candi date for such

office, his authorized commttee or agent shall accept or

recei ve nore than one thousand dollars ($1,000) in aggregate

contri butions, including in-kind contributions, fromsingle
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political action conmttee or agent or candidate's political

conmi tt ee.

(d) Aggregate contributions, including in-kind

contri butions, fromsingle political action comrttee, its

affiliate or agent or candidate's political conmttee to any

candi date for Statewi de office, his authorized conmittee or

agent shall not exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000) for each

el ection. Furthernore, for each el ection, no candidate, his

aut hori zed comm ttee or agent shall accept or receive nore than

five thousand doll ars ($5,000) in aggreqgate contri butions,

i ncluding in-kind contributions, froma single political action

commttee, its affiliate or agent or candidate's political

conmi tt ee.

(e) Aggregate contributions, including in-kind

contributions, froma single political party comrttee, its

affiliate or agent to any candi date for the office of Senator or

Representative in the General Assenbly, court of commobn pl eas or

a county or local office, his authorized conmttee or agent,

shall not exceed five thousand doll ars ($5,000) per el ection.

Furthernore, no candidate for the office of Senator or

Representative in the General Assenbly, court of commobn pl eas or

a county or local office, his authorized conm ttee or agent,

shal|l accept or receive nore than five thousand doll ars ($5, 000)

in aggregate contri butions fromany single political party

commttee, its affiliate or agent.

(f) Aggregate contributions, including in-kind

contributions, froma single political party commrttee, its

affiliate or agent to any candi date for Statew de office, his

aut hori zed commttee or agent, or any political action

committee, its affiliate or agent or political party commttee,
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its affiliate or agent, or any other political conmttee, its

affiliate or agent, shall not exceed twenty thousand doll ars

($20, 000) per election. Furthernore, no candi date for Statew de

office, his authorized commttee or agent or any political

action conmttee or political conmittee shall accept or receive

nore than twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) i n aggregate

contributions fromany single political party comttee, its

affiliate or agent.

(g) Aggregate contributions, including in-kind

contri butions, fromany person or a single political action

commttee, its affiliate or agent or any single candidate's

political commttee, its affiliate or agent to a single

political action committee, its affiliate or agent shall not

exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000) during any cal endar year.

Furthernore, for each election, no political action commttee,

its affiliate or agent shall accept or receive nore than five

t housand dol |l ars ($5,000) in aggregate contri buti ons, including

i n-kind contributions, froma single political action conmttee,

its affiliate or agent during any cal endar year.

(h) Aggregate contributions fromany person, a Single

candidate's political commttee, its affiliate or agent or a

single political action commttee, its affiliate or agent or any

other political conmttee to a single political party commttee

shall not exceed twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) in a cal endar

vear. Furthernore, no single political party conmmttee shal

accept or receive nore than twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) in

agqgregate contri butions from any single candi date's political

commttee or agent or a single political action committee, its

affiliate or agent or any political conmmttee.

(i) No person shall nake contributions in accordance with
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1 this section aggregating nore than twenty-five thousand dollars
2 ($25,000) in_any cal endar year.

3 (j) Aqgift, subscription, |oan, advance or deposit of noney
4 or _anything of value to a candidate shall be considered a

5 contribution both by the original source of the contribution and
6 by any internediary or conduit if the internediary or conduit:

7 (1) exercises any direction over the naeking of the

8 contribution; or

9 (2) solicits the contribution or arranges for the

10 contribution nmade and directly or indirectly nakes the candi date
11 aware of such internediary or conduit's role in soliciting or

12 arranging the contribution for the candi date.

13 (k) For purposes of subsection (j), a contribution shall not
14 be considered to be a contribution by an internediary or conduit
15 to the candidate if:

16 (1) the internediary or conduit has been retained by the

17 candidate's committee for the purpose of fundraising and is

18 reinbursed for expenses incurred in soliciting contributions;

19 (2) in the case of an individual, the candidate has
20 expressly authorized the internediary or conduit to engage in
21 fundraising, or the individual occupies a significant position
22 wthin the candidate' s canpai gn organi zation; or
23 (3) in the case of a political comittee, the internediary
24 or _conduit is the authorized commttee of the candi date.
25 (1) No candidate for Statew de office who accepts public
26 funding in accordance with Article XVI-A may contribute nore
27 than $25,000 per election fromtheir personal funds. No
28 candidate for the offices of Senator or Representative in the
29 Ceneral Assenbly who accepts public funding in accordance with

30 Article XVI-A may contri bute nore than ten thousand doll ars
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($10, 000) per election fromtheir personal funds.

(m The provisions of this section are applicable to any

contri buti on made for the purpose of influencing any el ection to

all public offices except Federal offices.

(n) For purposes of this section, any contri bution made to a

candidate in a year other than the cal endar year in which the

election is held with respect to which such contribution is

made, i s considered to be made during the cal endar year in which

such el ection is held.

Section 10. Section 1628 of the act, anmended February 13,
1998 (P.L.72, No.18), is anended to read:

Section 1628. Late Contributions [and | ndependent
Expendi tures].--Any candidate or political commttee, authorized
by a candi date and created solely for the purpose of influencing
an election on behalf of that candi date, which receives any
contribution or pledge of five hundred dollars ($500) or noref,
and any person maki ng an i ndependent expenditure, as defined by
this act, of five hundred dollars ($500) or nore] after the
final pre-election report has been deenmed conpl eted shall report
such contribution[, pledge or expenditure] or pledge to the
appropriate supervisor. Such report shall be sent by the
candi date, chairman or treasurer of the political commttee
within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of the contribution.
[It shall be the duty of the supervisor to confirmthe substance
of such report.] The report shall be made by tel egram nmail gram

overnight mail [or], facsimle or other electronic transm ssion.

Any candidate in his own behal f, or chairman, treasurer or

candidate [in] on behalf of the political commttee or the

candi date's canpaign conmttee may al so conply with this section

by appearing personally before such supervisor and reporting
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such late contributions or pledges.
Section 11. The act is anended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 1628. 1. | ndependent Expendi tures. - -

(a) An expenditure not defined under section 1621 as an

i ndependent expenditure shall be an in-kind contribution to the

candi date and an expendi ture by the candi date, unl ess otherw se

(b)Y The financing of the di ssem nation, distribution or

republication, in whole or in part, of any broadcast or any

witten, graphic or other form of canpaign nmaterials prepared by

the candi date, his canpai gn conm ttees or their authorized

agents shall be considered a contribution for the purpose of

contribution limtati ons and reporting responsibilities by the

person neki ng the expendi ture but shall not be consi dered an

expendi ture by the candidate or his authorized conm ttees unl ess

made with the cooperation or with the prior consent of, or in

consultation with, or at the request or suggestion of, a

candi date or any authori zed agent or conmnittee thereof.

(c) Every person who nakes an i ndependent expenditure

aggregating in excess of two hundred fifty dollars ($250) during

a cal endar vear in any election shall file a signed statenent

and a copy of the material paid for with the i ndependent

expendi ture in accordance with the provi sions of section 1631

within twenty-four (24) hours of making the expenditure. In

addi ti on, the person who nakes an i ndependent expendi ture shal

send a copy of the material subnmitted to each candi date for

whose benefit the expenditures were nade in that race by

overnight mail, facsinmle or courier service.

(d) The signed statenent submtted by the person maki ng the

expendi ture shall include the follow ng i nformtion:
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(1) The reporting person's nane, mailing address, occupation

and nane of enployer, if any, or in the case of a separate

segregated conmittee, the nanme and address of the connected

organi zati on.

(2) The nane and mailing address of the person to whomthe

expendi ture was nade.

(3) The anpunt, date and purpose of each expenditure.

(4) A statenent which i ndi cated whether the expenditure was

in support of or in opposition to a candidate, together with the

candi date's nane and office sought.

(5) A notarized certificati on under penalty of perjury as to

whet her the expenditure was nade with the cooperation or prior

consent of, in consultation or concert with or at the request or

suggesti on of any candi date or any authorized conmi ttee or agent

of any candi dat e.

(6) The identification of each person who nade a

contribution in excess of two hundred dollars ($200) to the

person filing the report, which contributi on was made for the

pur pose of furthering the reported i ndependent expenditure.

(e) Wthin twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of the nmateri al

descri bed in subsection (d), each candi date for whose benefit

the expendi ture was nade shall file a statenent under the

provi sions of section 1631 if either of the foll owi ng apply:

(1) the materials expressly advocate the el ection of his

candi dacy; or

(2) the materials expressly advocate the defeat of his

(f) The statenent subnitted by each candi date for whose

benefit the expendi ture was nmade shall identify the date of the

expendi ture as provided for by the expendi ng person and i ncl ude
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a notarized certificati on under penalty of perjury as to whether

t he expendi ture was nade in cooperati on, consultati on or concert

with the person nmaki ng the expenditure or at the request or

suggesti on of the candidate or any authorized conmi ttee or agent

of the candi date. The statenent shall be signed by each

candi date for whose benefit the expendi ture was nade.

(g) The statenent subnmitted by a candi date shall identify

the date of the expenditure as provided for by the expendi ng

person and i nclude a notari zed certificati on under penalty of

perjury as to whether the expenditure was nade i n cooperati on,

consul tation or concert with the person nmaki ng the expendi ture

or at the request or suggestion of the candi date or any

aut hori zed comm ttee or agent of the candi date. The st at enent

shal|l be signed by the candi dat e.

(h) No expenditure by an authorized comm ttee of a candi date

on behalf of that candidate shall qualify as an i ndependent

expendi t ur e.

(i) (1) Any person who does not report an expendi ture of

funds as required under subsection (e) commts a nm sdeneanor of

the first degree and shall, upon conviction, be subject to a

fine of not nore than ten thousand dollars ($10, 000), or to

i mpri sonnent for up to five (5) years, or both.

(2) A person shall not be deened elected to a public office

under the |laws of this Commpbnweal th, or enter upon the duties

thereof, or receive any salary or enplunents therefrom if the

affidavit required in subsection (f) has not been subnitted as

descri bed.

(3) Any candi date who does not submt the affidavit as

requi red under subsection (f) conmts a nm sdeneanor of the

second degree and shall, upon conviction, be subject to a fine
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of not nore than five thousand dollars ($5,000), or to

i mpri sonnent for up to two (2) vears, or both. Al actions

pursuant to enforcenent of this subsection shall be initiated in

the Commpnweal th Court.

Section 12. Section 1632(a) and (c) of the act, anmended or
added Decenber 13, 1979 (P.L.551, No.124) and July 11, 1980
(P.L.591, No.127), are anended to read:

Section 1632. Late Filing Fee; Certificate of Filing.--

(a) Alate filing fee for each report or statenent of
expenditures and contributions which is not filed within the
prescri bed period shall be inposed as follows. Such fee shall be

[ten dollars ($10)] twenty dollars ($20) for each [day] of the

first two days or part of a day excluding Saturdays, Sundays and

holidays that a report is overdue. An additional fee of [ten

dollars ($10)] one hundred dollars ($100) is due for each [of

the first six (6) days] additional day that a report is overdue.

The maxi mum fee payable with respect to a single report [is two

hundred fifty dollars ($250)] shall not exceed the anount of

contri butions received during the prescri bed reporting period. A

supervi sor shall receive an overdue report or statenment even if
any late filing fee due has not been paid but the report or
statenment shall not be considered filed until all fees have been
pai d upon the recei pt by the supervisor of an overdue report. No

further late filing fees shall be incurred once the report or

statenent is filed notwithstanding the fact that the report or

statenment is not considered filed. The late filing fee is the
[personal] liability of the candidate or treasurer of a

political commttee [and cannot be paid fromcontributions to
the candi date or conmttee, nor may such fee be considered an

expenditure]. A report or statement of expenditures and
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contri butions shall be deened to have been filed within the
prescribed time if the letter transmtting the report or
statenment which is received by the supervisor is transmtted by
first class mail and is postmarked by the United States Postal
Service on the day prior to the final day on which the report or
statenent is to be received: Provided, That this sentence shal
not be applicable to the reporting requirenents contained in
section 1628.

* x *

[(c) No late filing fees shall be inposed under this section
for pre-election filings due any primary, special, or nunicipal
el ection held through Novenber 6, 1979. Late filing fees paid
for any primary, special, or municipal election held through
Novenber 6, 1979 shall be refunded after any candi date or
commttee in violation has filed the required pre-primary, pre-
speci al, pre-nmunicipal, post-primary, post-special, or post-
muni ci pal election report. No late filing fee shall be inposed
under this section, for the required post-primary el ection
report for the primary election held May 15, 1979 where such
post-primary election report is filed on or before July 16,

1979. No late filing fee shall be inposed under this section for
the required pre-election or post-election report for the
muni ci pal el ection held Novenber 6, 1979 where such report is
filed on or before February 15, 1980: Provided, however, That no
one shall be issued a conmission or take the oath of office
until all reports required on account of his or her candi dacy
shall be filed. Any pre-election or post-election late filing
fees, collected for primary, special, or nunicipal elections
held on or before Novenber 6, 1979, shall be refunded w thin
thirty (30) days.]
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Section 13. Section 1633(a) of the act, amended Novenber 26,
1978 (P.L.1313, No.318), is anended to read:

Section 1633. Contributions or Expenditures by National
Banks, Corporations or Unincorporated Associ ations. --

(a) It is unlawful for any National or State bank,

partnership or any corporation, incorporated under the |aws of
this or any other state or any foreign country or any

uni ncor por at ed associ ati on, except those corporations forned
primarily for political purposes or as a political conmttee, to
make a contribution or expenditure in connection with the

el ection of any candidate or for any political purpose whatever
except in connection with any question to be voted on by the

el ectors of this Commonweal th. Furthernore, it shall be unl awf ul
for any candidate, political commttee, or other person to

knowi ngly accept or receive any contribution prohibited by this
section, or for any officer or any director of any corporation,
bank, or any uni ncorporated association to consent to any
contribution or expenditure by the corporation, bank or

uni ncor por at ed associ ation, as the case nay be, prohibited by
this section.

* %k

Section 14. Section 1635 of the act added or amended COct ober
4, 1978 (P.L.893, No.171) and July 11, 1980 (P.L.591, No.127),
is anended to read:

Section 1635. |ndependent Audit.--

(a) [Every two (2) years, the Secretary of the Comobnweal th
shall contract for the services of a certified public accountant
or certified public accounting firm Such contract shall be
awarded on a bid basis and no certified public accountant or

certified public accounting firmshall be eligible to obtain
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such a contract for two (2) successive contract periods.] The

State board of elections shall enploy as nany auditors as are

necessary to performauditing functions required by this act.

(b) The [Secretary of the Conmonweal th] State board of

el ections shall select by lottery, at a public drawing, forty

(40) days after each primary, general and nunicipal election
[three (3)] ten (10) per cent of all public offices for which

candi dates nmust file nom nating petitions or papers with the

[ Secretary of the Conmonweal th] State board of el ections. For

t he purpose of this subsection, a legislative or senatori al
district shall be considered a public office. Any public office
filled at a special election occurring other than at a primary,
general or municipal election shall be placed in the |lottery of
public offices for audit at the next succeeding prinmary, general
or nmunicipal election whichever occurs first. Any public office
filled at a special election held at the sane tine as any ot her
el ection shall be included in the lottery for that election.

(c) The [certified public accountant] State board shal

audit the reports of all candidates for each public office

sel ected in accordance with subsection (b) and those commttees,
aut hori zed and created solely for the purposes of influencing an
el ection on behalf of those candi dates.

(d) The [accountants] State board shall conduct [their] its

audit in accord with sound accounting principles and shall make
findings of any possible violations of this act with respect to
canpai gn contri butions or expenses. Al audited candi dates and

their conmttees shall furnish any records to the [accountants]

State board which the [accountants deen] State board deens
necessary for the conpletion of their work.

(e) The [accountant shall report his or her findings to the
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Secretary of the Commonweal th who shall nake public the report

of the accountants.] State board shall make public the report of

its findings. The results of the primary el ection audit shal

not be released to the public until after the general or
muni ci pal election. Nothing in this subsection shall be
construed to prohibit the initiation of prosecution for crimnal
vi ol ations by the appropriate agencies.

(f) The [accountants] State board shall also furnish a

report of [their] its findings to the Attorney Ceneral for the
institution of such crimnal proceedings as he or she shall deem
necessary.

Section 15. Sections 1639(6), (7), (8), (9) and (10) and
1640 of the act, added Cctober 4, 1978 (P.L.893, No.171), is
amended to read:

Section 1639. Powers and Duties of the Supervisor.--1t shal
be the duty of the supervisor to:

* x *

[(6) Make fromtine to time inquiries and filed
investigations with respect to reports and statenments fil ed
under the provisions of this article and with respect to all eged
failures to file any report or statenent required under
provisions of this article.

(7) Report apparent violations of this article to the
appropriate | aw enforcenent authorities.

(8)] (6) Collect any fines relating to the filing of late
reports and transmt all such fines collected to the appropriate
fiscal officer of the receiving supervisor

[(9)] (7) Informeach candidate or conmttee which has
failed to file of that fact.

[(10)] (8) Publish a list of all those candidates and their
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commttees who have failed to file reports as required by this
act within six (6) days of their failure to conply.
Section 1640. Additional Powers and Duties of the [Secretary

of the Commonweal th] State Board of Elections.--The [Secretary

of the Commonweal th] State board of elections shall have the

foll ow ng additional powers and duties:

[(1) To serve as the State clearing house for information
concerning the adm nistration of this act.

(2) To prescribe suitable rules and regulations to carry out
the provisions of this act.

(3)] (1) To develop the prescribed fornms required by the
provisions of this article for the making of the reports and
statements required to be filed with the supervisor.

[(4)] (2) To prepare a manual setting forth recomended
uni form et hods of bookkeepi ng and reporting which shall be
furni shed by the supervisor to the person required to file such
reports and statenments as required by this article.

[(5)] (3) To examine the contributions to State |egislative
and Statew de candi dates and publish a list of all those
political commttees who have contributed to candi dates and who
have failed to file reports as required by this act within six
(6) days of their failure to conply.

(4) The State board shall devel op a conputer data base and

el ectronic reporting systemthat shall contain all infornmation

necessary for the proper adnministration of this act, including

i nformati on on contri buti ons and expendi tures by candi dates and

their authorized commttees and di stri buti on of noneys, and

i ncludi ng direct access through personal conputer and the

I nternet.

(5) The State board shall nmake the el ectronic reporting
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process available to any such candi date or conmttee which is

required to file reports and statenments in accordance with this

act on sel f-executi ng conputer di skettes; and nmake avail abl e

materials to facilitate the task of conpliance with the

di scl osure and recordkeepi ng requi renents of this article.

(6) The State board shall cause all infornation contained in

such a statenent filed with the State board which is not on such

el ectronic reporting systemto be entered i nto such system as

soon as practicable but in no event |ater than four business

days after its receipt by the State board.

(7) (i) A list of canpai gn contributi ons and expenditures

and reports nmust be nmde avail able for public inspection at the

office of the supervisor no |ater than four business days after

(ii) The State board shall not require the viewer to provide

any information or identification as a condition to view the

conput er data base

(iii) The State board shall ensure that the documents and

reports are avail able for copying or purchase at a reasonabl e

cost, not to exceed the actual costs to the State board.

Section 16. Section 1641 of the act, anmended July 12, 1980
(P.L.649, No.134), is anended to read:
Section 1641. Reports by Business Entities; Publication by

[ Secretary of the Conmonweal th] State Board of El ections.--

(a) Any business entity including but not limted to a
cor poration, conpany, association, partnership or sole
proprietorship, which has been awarded non-bid contracts of any

val ue or contracts over $50,000 fromthe Commonwealth or its

political subdivisions during the precedi ng cal endar year, any

busi ness entity or person applying for or receiving a pernmt to
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operate a landfill fromthe Departnent of Environnmental

Protection shall report by February 15 of each year to the

[ Secretary of the Conmonweal th] State board of el ections an

itemzed list of all political contributions known to the
business entity by virtue of the know edge possessed by every
of ficer, director, associate, partner, limted partner or
i ndi vi dual owner that has been nade by:

(1) any officer, director, associate, partner, limted
partner, individual owner or nenbers of their imrediate famly
when the contributions exceed an aggregate of [one thousand

dollars ($1,000)] five thousand dollars ($5,000) by any

i ndi vi dual during the preceding year; or
(2) any enploye or nenbers of his imrediate fam |y whose

political [contribution] contributions exceeded [one thousand

dollars ($1,000)] five thousand dollars ($5,000) during the

precedi ng year.
For the purposes of this subsection, "inmediate fam|y" nmeans a
person's spouse and any unenanci pated chil d.

(b) It shall be the duty of the [Secretary of the

Commonweal th] State board of elections to publish sixty (60)

days after February 15 of each year a conplete item zed |ist of
all contributions given under the provisions of subsection (a).
This list shall be a matter of public record open to public

i nspection and copi es nade avail able at cost to any i ndividual

who requests them The State board shall also nake such data

avai |l able on electronic nedia and the Internet within the

deadline specified in this subsecti on.

(c) The Departnent of General Services shall provide

i nformati on regardi ng the requirenments of this section to al

corporati ons, conpani es, associ ati ons, partnershi ps or sole
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propri etorshi ps receiving contracts fromthe Conmonweal th pri or

to the finalization of such contracts.

(d) The Departnent of General Services shall provide a |ist

of all corporations, conpani es, associ ati ons, partnershi ps or

sol e proprietorshi ps recei ving nonbid contracts and contracts in

excess of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) fromthe Commpbnweal th

and the Departnment of Environnmental Protection shall provide a

li st of any person of business entity applying for or receiving

a landfill permt to the State board of elections no | ater than

January 31 of each year for the precedi ng cal endar year

(e) The State board of el ections shall conpare all data

recei ved pursuant to this section and canpai gn expense reports

filed for the sane period to deternine that all filing

requi renents of this act have been nmet. Results of this

conpari son shall be nade available at its office and on the

Internet within 60 days of February 15 of each year.

Section 17. The act is anended by adding an article to read:

ARTI CLE XVI-A

Pennsyl vani a Fair Canpai gn Fund

Secti on 1601-A. Definitions.--As used in this article, the

foll owi ng words have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

"Decl arati on of candi dacy" shall nean the point in a person's

canpai gn for political office at which that person becones in

conpliance with section 1622.

"Fund" shall nean the Pennsyl vani a Fair Canpai gn Fund

est abl i shed under secti on 1604- A.

"Mpjor political party" shall mean a political party whose

candi date for Governor received either the hi ghest or second

hi ghest nunber of votes in the precedi ng qubernatori al el ection.

Section 1602-A. Application of Article.--(a) The provisions
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of this article shall be applicable to candi dates for the

following offices who elect to apply for canpai gn fundi ng under

this article:

(1) Covernor

(2) Lieutenant Governor.

(3) Attorney Ceneral.

(4) Auditor Ceneral.

(5) State Treasurer.

(6) Suprene Court Justice.

(7) Superior Court Judge.

(8) Commpnweal th Court Judge.

(9) Senator in the General Assenbly.

(10) Representative in the General Assenbly.

(b)Y For the purposes of this article insofar as it rel ates

to fundi ng of nom nated candi dates in the general election, a

political party's or political body's noni nated candi dates for

Governor and Li eutenant Governor shall be consi dered as one

candi dacy and the provi sions specifically applicable to the

Governor shall be applicable to the conbi ned candi dacy.

Section 1603-A. Adninistration.--The provisions of this

article shall be adm nistered by the State board.

Secti on 1604- A. Pennsyl vani a Fair Canpai gn Fund

Est abli shed. --There is hereby established a special restricted

recei pts fund in the State Treasury to be known as the

Pennsyl vani a Fair Canpai gn Fund. Paynents shall be nmade into

this fund pursuant to section 1605-A and di sbursenents shall be

made fromthe fund only upon the warrant of the State board and

a warrant of the State Treasurer. As nuch of the noneys in the

fund as are necessary to make paynents to candi dates as provi ded

in this article are appropriated fromthe Pennsyl vania Fair
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Canpai gn Fund to the State board on a continui ng basis for the

pur pose of such paynents.

Secti on 1605- A. Fundi ng t he Pennsyl vani a Fair Canpai gn. --(a)

Begi nning with tax years conmmenci ng January 1, 1999, and

thereafter, each individual subject to the tax inposed by

Article Ill of the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.?2), known as

the "Tax Reform Code of 1971," whose tax liability for the year

is two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50) or nore may designate two

dollars and fifty cents ($2.50) of his personal incone taxes to

be paid into the Pennsyl vania Fair Canpai gn Fund. In the case of

marri ed taxpayers filing a joint return, each spouse nmay

designate two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50) to be paid into

t he Pennsyl vania Fair Canpaign Fund if their tax liability is

five dollars ($5) or nore. All of these designated tax revenues

shall be paid into the fund. The check-off and instructi ons

shall be prom nently displayed on the first page of the return

form The instructions shall readily indicate that these

desi gnati ons neither increase nor decrease an individual's tax

(b) The General Assenbly shall each fiscal year appropriate

nmoney to the Fair Canpai gn Fund. The sum appropriated to the

Fund for an el ection shall be equal to the nmaxi num anpunt of

fundi ng avail able specified in section 1609-A (a) for each

office appearing on the ballot multiplied by the nunber of

candi dates eligible to receive public funding pursuant to this

act who appeared on the ballot at the | ast precedi ng el ecti on at

whi ch such office was voted for mnus the tax proceeds coll ected

in accordance with subsection (a).

Section 1606-A. Certification of Mneys in Fund.--By June 30

of each year, the State Treasurer shall certify to the State
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board of el ections the current bal ance avail able in the fund.

Section 1607-A. Qualification for Funding.--(a) Any

candi date for offices described in section 1602-A may apply for

fundi ng under this article if the candi date neets the

contri butory thresholds established i n subsection (b) and

ot herwi se conforns to the requi renents of this article. No

candi date shall be obligated to apply for fundi ng under this

article and if any candidate el ects not to apply, the provisions

of this article pertaining to linmts on expenditures or the use

of his personal funds shall be inapplicable to the person and

hi s candi dacy. Any candi date electing to receive fundi ng under

this article shall declare his intention to do so and specify

the office for which he is a candi date. No candi date may el ect

to receive funding under this article for a general or nunici pal

el ection unl ess the candi date el ected to recei ve fundi ng under

this article for the primary el ection. Any conmittee authori zed

to receive contributions or nake expenditures for the candi date

who has so decl ared shall abide by the provisions of section

1612- A. Any candi date who for any reason has his nane w t hdrawn

fromthe ballot, after recei pt of funds under this article,

shall return all npneys received to the fund as well as offering

back qualifying contributions for that office.

(b)) (1) |In order to qualify for funding in a general

el ection, a candi date nust recei ve subseqguent to the date of the

prinmary el ection but prior to the date of the general el ection

qual i fying contri butions of the foll owi ng anpunts:

Ofice Qual i fying Contri buti ons Requir ed

(i) CGovernor/Lieutenant

Gover nor $200, 000

(ii) Lieutenant Governor 50,000 (for prinmary only)
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1 (iii) State Treasurer 50, 000

2 (iv) Auditor General 50, 000

3 (v) Attorney General 50, 000

4 (vi) Suprene Court Justices 25, 000

5 (vii) Superior Court Judges 25, 000

6 (viii) Commonweal th Court Judges 25, 000

7 (ix) Senator 10, 000

8 (x) Representative 2, 500

9 (2) In order to qualify for funding in a prinmary election, a
10 candidate nust receive prior to the date of the primary

11 election, but subsequent to the inmediately preceding general or
12 nunicipal election, one-half of the anpunt specified in clause
13 (1) for the appropriate office.

14 (3) (i) The term"qualifying contribution" shall include

15 any contribution, as defined in section 1621(b), which has al

16 of the follow ng characteristics:

17 (A) Made by an individual resident of Pennsylvani a.

18 (B) Made by a witten instrunent which indicates the

19 contributor's full name and nmailing residence and i S not
20 intended to be returned to the contributor or transferred to
21 another political committee or_ candi date.
22 (it) If a contributor receives goods or services of value in
23 return for his contribution, the qualifying contribution shal
24 Dbe calculated as the original contribution, mnus the fair
25 narket value of the goods or services received.
26 (iii) Any contribution by an individual which exceeds one
27 hundred dollars ($100) in the aggregate shall be deened only a
28 one hundred dollar ($100) qualifying contribution for the
29 purposes of this section and for the matching paynent provisions

30 of section 1608-A
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(c) Each candidate who el ects to apply for fundi ng under

this article shall provide evidence that the candi date has

rai sed the qualifying contributions required by this section

whi ch evi dence shall be verified and certified as correct by the

auditors of the State board.

(d) A candidate who has accepted public fundi ng under this

act nay apply to the State Board of El ections for a wai ver of

the contribution limts set forth in section 1627.1 and/or the

spending limts contained in section 1612-A if one or nore of

the foll owi ng conditi ons exist:

(1) there are insufficient funds in the Fair Canpai gn Fund

to provide funding to the candidate at the | evel specified in

section 1609- A(b) and/ or;

(2) the anmpbunt of independent expenditures for

communi cati ons advocati ng the defeat of the candi date or

el ection of his opponent require the candi date applying for the

wai ver to spend above the linmts specified in section 1612-A in

order to answer the conmuni cations paid for by the i ndependent

expendi ture(s). The State board of el ections shall issue

requl ati ons setting quidelines for granting or denyi ng wai vers

subm tted under this section.

Secti on 1608- A. Fundi ng Fornul a.--(a) Every candi date who

qualifies for funding for an el ecti on pursuant to secti on 1607-A

shal|l receive matchi ng payments fromthe fund i n the anpunt of

two dollars ($2) for each dollar of qualifying contribution as

defined in section 1607-A(b)(3).

(b) The two dollars ($2) for each dollar of qualifying

contri butions provided by this section shall be provided only

for qualifying contributions rai sed which exceed the threshol d

anounts specified in section 1607-A(b) and not to those
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qual i fying contributi ons which are attri butable to neeting the

t hreshol d anobunts necessary to qualify for fundi ng under this

article.

(c) (1) Only those qualifying contributi ons made during the

peri od between a decl arati on of candi dacy and the primary

el ection shall be eligible for matchi ng paynents fromthe fund

for the prinmary el ection.

(2) Only those qualifying contributi ons nade during the

peri od between the prinmary el ection and the general el ection

shall be eligible for matchi ng paynents fromthe fund for the

general el ection.

(d) WMatching funds shall not be provided for any qualifying

contri butions unless the reporting requirenents of section

1626(b) are sati sfi ed.

Secti on 1609- A. Limtati ons on Funding.--(a) Every

candi date who qualifies for and recei ves fundi ng pursuant to the

formul a established in section 1608-A shall be entitled to

receive no nore than the naxi nrum anount specified in subsection

(b) for the office the candidate i s seeking.

(b)Y (1) The maxi mum anpbunt of fundi ng avail able for each

candi date under this article shall be as foll ows:

Ofice Maxi mum Pennsyl vani a Fair

Canpai gn Fundi ng

(i) CGovernor/Lieutenant

Gover nor $3, 600, 000

(ii) Attorney Ceneral 500, 000

(iii) Auditor CGeneral, State

Tr easur er 500, 000
(iv) Lieutenant CGovernor 500, 000 (primary only)
(v) Suprene Court Justices 350, 000
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(vi) Superior Court Judges 350, 000

(vii) Conmmonwealth Court Judges 350, 000
(viii) Senator 80, 000
(i X) Representative 25, 000

(2) The maxi num anmount of funding avail able for the prinary

el ection for each candi date under this article shall be one-half

the appropriate figure in clause (1).

(c) Notwi thstandi ng any other provisions of this article no

fundi ng shall be provided to the foll ow ng:

(1) Candidates in the general or municipal election who have

recei ved the nom nati on of both nmajor political parties and have

no opposi ti on.

(2) Candidates in the prinary el ecti on who are unopposed for

t he nom nati on.

Section 1610-A. Tine of Paynents.--(a) Beginning ninety

(90) days prior to the rel evant el ection, the State board of

el ecti ons shall nake paynents authorized by this article at

| east every two (2) weeks. However, except for the final

paynent, no paynent shall be due or paid if the payment does not

equal at |east five thousand dollars ($5,000) in anount.

(b) If in the State board's opinion insufficient funds exi st

in the fund to provide the anticipated full funding to eliqible

candidates in a given election, the State board of el ections

shall distribute the avail able funds to qualified candi dates on

a pro-rata basis. In determ ni ng whether sufficient funds are

avai |l able, the State board of el ections shall not take into

consi deration the needs of any subsequent el ections but shal

base the decision solely on the i medi ate el ecti on at hand.

Section 1611-A. Use of Funds by Candi dates.--(a) Funds

distributed to candi dates pursuant to this article nmay be used
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only for the election for which they are distributed and only

for the purposes set forth in section 1621(d) except that no

fund noneys nmay be used:

(1) To transfer to other candidates or to conm ttees of

ot her candi dates or to political conmttees.

(2) To pay for expenditures incurred after the date of the

general el ection.

(b)Y Funds distributed to a candi date pursuant to this

article shall be placed in a single bank account. Expenditures

fromthis account shall be made only for canpai gn expenses

listed in subsection (a).

Section 1612-A. Expendi tures.--(a) Expenditures nade by a

candi date and his authorized commttees, for all purposes and

fromall sources, including, but not limted to, anpunts of

funds distributed under this article, proceeds of |oans, qgifts,

contri butions fromany source or personal funds, subsequent to

the date of the primary el ection, but prior to the date of the

general election, may not exceed the anpunts specified bel ow

Ofice Total Expenditure Limts

(1) CGovernor/Li eutenant

Gover nor $7, 000, 000

(2) Lieutenant Governor 1, 000, 000

(for primary only)

(3) Attorney Ceneral 1, 000, 000
(4) State Treasurer 1, 000, 000
(5) Auditor Ceneral 1, 000, 000

(6) Justices and Judges

of the Suprene Court,

Superi or Court and

Commonweal th Court 700, 000
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(7) Senat or 160, 000

(8) Representative 50, 000

(b) Expenditures made by a candi date and hi s aut hori zed

commi ttees, subsequent to January 1 but prior to the date of the

primary el ection, may not exceed one-half of the anpunt

specified in subsection (a).

(c) Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of this article, a

candi date who accepts public fundi ng pursuant to the fornul a

establi shed in section 1608-A, but whose major political party

opponent in a general or nunicipal election elects not to apply

for the public funding, shall not be bound by the expenditure

limts specified in this section. A candi date who accepts public

funding shall be eligible to qualify for those fair canpai gn

funds whi ch woul d have ot herwi se been avail able to the opponent.

(d) Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of this article, a

candi date who accepts public fundi ng pursuant to the fornul a

established in section 1608-A, but whose major political party

opponents in a prinmary election elect to not apply for the

public funding, shall not be bound by the expenditure linmts

specified in this section. If there is nore than one candi date

in a najor political party in a primary election, the fair

canpai gn funds whi ch woul d have ot herwi se been avail able to each

opponent who has elected to not apply for the public funding

shal|l be divided equally anong the candi dates who accept public

Section 1613-A. Annual Report.--The State board shall report

annually to the Governor and the General Assenbly on the

operations of funding as provided by this article. This report

shall include, but not be limted to, the revenues and

expenditures in the fund, the anmounts distributed to candi dates,
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the results of any audits perforned on candi dates in conpli ance

with this article and any prosecuti ons brought for violations of

this article.

Secti on 1614-A. Return of Excess Funds.--(a) Al unexpended

canpai gn funds in a candidate's and his authorized committees'

possessi on si xty (60) days after a prinmary el ection shall be

returned to the secretary for deposit in the Pennsyl vania Fair

Canpai gn Fund, up to the anpbunt of the funds which were

distributed to the candi date under this article for the prinmary

el ecti on.

(b)Y Al unexpended canpai gn funds in a candidate's and hi s

aut hori zed comm ttee's possession si xty (60) days after a

general or nunicipal election shall be returned to the State

board for deposit in the Pennsyl vani a Fair Canpai gn Fund, up to

t he anpunt of the funds which were distributed to the candi dat e

under this article for the general or nunicipal election.

Secti on 1615-A. Penalties.--(a) A person who violates the

provisions of this article and who, as a result, obtains funds

under this article to which he is not entitled conmts a

m sdeneanor of the first degree and shall, upon conviction, be

subject to a fine not to exceed the greater of ten thousand

dollars ($10,000), or three tines the anount of funds wongfully

obtained or to i nprisonnent for up to five years, or both.

(b) A person who violates section 1611-A or 1612-A conmits a

m sdeneanor of the first degree and shall, upon conviction, be

subject to a fine not to exceed the greater of ten thousand

dollars ($10,000), or three tines the anount of funds that were

wongfully used or expended or to inprisonnent for up to five

years, or both.

(c) Except as provided in subsections (a) and (b), a person
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who vi ol ates any provision of this article colmmts a ni sdeneanor

of the third degree and shall, upon conviction, be subject to a

fine of not nore than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or to

i mpri sonnent for up to one year, or both.

Section 18. Article XVI-A shall be applicable to returns of
t axpayers of cal endar years conmmenci ng January 1, 1999, and
thereafter. Funding fromthe Pennsylvania Fair Canpai gn Fund
shall be provided to candidates for Statew de office beginning
with the general election of 2000 and in each nunicipal and
general election thereafter.

Section 19. The sum of $3, 250,000 is hereby appropriated to
t he Pennsyl vania State board of elections for Fiscal Year 1998-
1999 and for every fiscal year thereafter subject to the
provi sions of this section. Such appropriation cannot be reduced
but may be increased. The dollar figures contained in sections
1627.1, 1607-A(b), 1609-A and 1612-A and the appropriation
anount contained in this section shall be adjusted annually at a
rate equal to the average percentage change in the All-U ban
Consuner Price Index for the Pittsburgh, Philadel phia and
Scranton standard netropolitan statistical areas as published by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States Departnent
of Labor, or any successor agency, occurring in the prior
cal endar year. The base year shall be 1997. The average shall be
cal cul ated and certified annually by the Pennsylvania State
Board of El ections by adding the percentage increase in each of
the three areas and dividing by three. The cal cul ati on and
resulting new figures shall be published for the dollar figures
contained in sections 1627.1, 1607-A, 1609-A and 1612-A in Mrch
in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

Section 20. All allocations, appropriations, equipnent,

19990H1620B1975 - 53 -



1 files, records and other material which are used, enployed or

2 expended by the Departnent of State, in connection with the

3 conduct of elections, are hereby transferred to the Pennsylvani a
4 State board of elections. Any personnel enployed by the

5 Departnment of State in connection with its powers, duties or

6 functions relating to elections may be transferred to the

7 Pennsylvania State Board of El ections.

8 Section 21. Any act or any part of an act which inposes

9 duties on the Secretary of the Conmonwealth or the Departnent of
10 State insofar as it relates to the conduct of any election is

11 repeal ed insofar as such act is inconsistent with the provisions
12 of this act.

13 Section 22. The provisions of this act are severable. If any
14 provision of this act or its application to any person or

15 circunstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect

16 other provisions or applications of this act which can be given
17 effect without the invalid provision or application.

18 Section 23. This act shall take effect as follows:

19 (1) The addition of section 201 of the act shall take
20 effect imredi ately.
21 (2) The remainder of this act shall take effect in 120
22 days.

A7L25JRW 19990H1620B1975 - 54 -



