PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1552 PRINTER S NO. 3612

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1332 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BI SHOP, ROONEY, BELFANTI, TRELLO, DeWEESE
W LLI AMS5, PESCI, READSHAW LAUGHLI N, CAPPABI ANCA, M COHEN
CURRY, ROEBUCK, SOLOBAY, JOSEPHS, JAMES AND WATERS
APRI L 20, 1999

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MAY 17, 2000
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AN ACT

Providing limted student | oan forgiveness for qualifying
educati on professionals.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Education
Pr of essi onal Loan Forgi veness Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency.

Program-

"Qualified applicant.” A person who neets the foll ow ng
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criteria:
2t I | bl ti : . I -
educat-or—
o I Ll I I . ol | .
. i | | |
Proegrats—
(1) 1S CERTIFIED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO TEACH <—
AND |'S EMPLOYED I N A FULL-TI ME PERVANENT TEACHI NG POsI TI ON.
3> (2) |Is a resident of this Comonwealth. <—
4> (3) Executes a sworn affidavit, under penalty of <—
perjury, that he does not have a delinquent paynent owi ng to
any Comonweal t h agency.
5 hi w I hool_di . : I -
‘g . | f thi .
(4) WAS H RED BY THE SCHOOL DI STRICT FOR EMPLOYMENT FOR  <—
THE SCHOOL YEARS SUBSEQUENT TO THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S

ACT.
"School district." A school district of the first class in
this Commonweal th OR ANY SCHOOL DI STRI CT CERTI FI ED BY THE <—

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON AS AN EDUCATI ON EMPONERMENT DI STRI CT

UNDER ARTI CLE XVI1-B OF THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,

NO 14), KNOWN AS THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CODE OF 1949.

Section 3. Education Professional Loan Forgiveness Program
Qualified applicants shall be eligible for paynments by the

agency of a portion of the debt incurred by the applicant

t hrough t he agency-adm ni stered Guaranteed Student Loan Prograns

for the education necessary to successfully conplete a specified

bachel or' s degree. For each ealendar SCHOOL year that the <—

applicant is a full-time permanent professional eddeater TEACHER <—

in the school district, the agency nmay forgive $2,500 of the
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applicant's loan up to a |ifetinme maxi mum of $10, 000 per

edueater TEACHER Paynents shall be made in accordance with the <—

procedures established by the agency. A |oan forgiveness award

shall not be nmade for a loan that is in default at the tinme of

t he application.

SECTI ON 4. FUNDI NG <—
LOAN FORG VENESS AWARDS MAY BE MADE TO THE EXTENT THAT FUNDS

ARE APPROPRI ATED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

SECTI ON 5. EDUCATI ONAL EMPONERMENT LOAN FORG VENESS PROGRAM
QUALI FI ED APPLI CANTS | N AN EDUCATI ONAL EMPOANERMENT DI STRI CT
SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR PAYMENTS BY THE ACGENCY OF A PORTI ON OF THE

DEBT | NCURRED BY THE APPLI CANT THROUGH THE AGENCY- ADM NI STERED
GUARANTEED STUDENT LOAN PROGRAMS FOR THE EDUCATI ON NECESSARY TO
SUCCESSFULLY COWPLETE A SPECI FI C BACHELOR S DEGREE. ELI G BILITY
I N THE EDUCATI ONAL EMPONERMENT DI STRI CT SHALL BEG N W TH THE
ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE BOARD OF CONTROL UNDER SECTI ON 1705-B(A) OF
THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO 14), KNOMW AS THE PUBLI C
SCHOOL CODE OF 1949, AND SHALL CONTI NUE UNTI L THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATI ON REMOVES THE CERTI FI CATI ON OF THE SCHOOL DI STRICT AS AN
EDUCATI ONAL EMPOVNERMENT DI STRI CT | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON
1710-B OF THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CCDE OF 1949. FOR EACH SCHOOL YEAR
THAT THE APPLI CANT IS A FULL-TI ME PERMANENT TEACHER I N THE
SCHOOL DI STRI CT AND DURI NG WHI CH THE DI STRI CT |'S OPERATED BY THE
BOARD OF CONTROL AS AN EDUCATI ONAL EMPOANERMENT DI STRI CT, THE
AGENCY SHALL FORA VE $2,500 OF THE APPLI CANT' S LOAN UP TO A

LI FETI ME MAXI MUM OF $10, 000 PER TEACHER. PAYMENTS SHALL BE MADE
I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROCEDURES ESTABLI SHED BY THE AGENCY. A
LOAN FORG VENESS AWARD SHALL NOT BE MADE FOR A LOAN THAT IS IN
DEFAULT AT THE TI ME OF APPLI CATI ON.

Section 4 6. Responsibility of agency. <—
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The agency shall adm ni ster the pregram PROGRAMS est abl i shed <—
under this act and pronul gate the necessary rul es and
regul ations to carry out the provisions of this act.
Section 5 7. Effective date. <—

This act shall take effect July 1, 4999 2000, OR | MMEDI ATELY, <—
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