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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 11765

| NTRODUCED BY ROBERTS, YOUNGBLOOD, DALEY, STEIL, PESC,
LEVDANSKY, TRI CH, SERAFI NI AND BASTI AN, APRIL 12, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, APRIL 12, 1999

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled

"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,

special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,

primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,

courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifyi ng,

revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and

repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” further providing for regulation of polling

pl aces.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1220 of the act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania El ection Code,
anmended August 31, 1971 (P.L.397, No.95), is anmended to read:

Section 1220. Regulations in Force at Polling Places.--(a)
Until the polls are closed, no person shall be allowed in the
pol ling place outside of the enclosed space at any primry or
el ection, except the watchers, voters not exceeding ten at any

one time who are awaiting their turn to vote, and peace
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of ficers, when necessary for the preservation of the peace. No
el ector shall be allowed to occupy a voting conpartmnent or
voti ng machi ne booth al ready occupi ed by another, except when
gi ving assistance as permtted by this act.

(b) No elector, except an election officer, clerk, nmachine
i nspector or overseer, shall be allowed to re-enter the encl osed
space after he has once left it, except to give assistance as
provi ded by this act.

(c) No person, when within the polling place, shal
el ectioneer or solicit votes for any political party, political
body or candidate, nor shall any witten or printed matter be
posted up within the said room except as required by this act.

(d) Al persons, except election officers, clerks, nachine
i nspectors, overseers, watchers, persons in the course of
voting, persons lawfully giving assistance to voters, and peace

and police officers, when permtted by the provisions of this

act, nust remain at least [ten (10)] one hundred (100) feet
distant fromthe polling place during the progress of the
voti ng.

(e) Wahen the hour for closing the polls shall arrive, al
qualified el ectors who have already qualified, and are inside
t he encl osed space, shall be permitted to vote; and, in addition
thereto, all those qualified electors who are in the polling
pl ace outside the enclosed space waiting to vote and all those
voters who are in line either inside or outside of the polling
pl ace waiting to vote, shall be permtted to do so, if found
qgual i fi ed.

(f) It shall be the duty of the judge of election to secure
t he observance of the provision of this section, to keep order

in the voting room and to see that no nore persons are admtted
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wi thin the encl osed space than are permitted by this act. The

judge of election may call upon any constabl e, deputy constabl e,

1
2
3 police officer or other peace officer to aid himin the
4 performance of his duties under this section.

5

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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