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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
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REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, MARCH 15, 1999

AN ACT
Reest abl i shing the H gh Speed Intercity Rail Passenger
Commi ssion and providing for its powers and duties; providing
for duties of the Departnment of Transportation; and nmaking a
repeal .
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the H gh Speed
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Intercity Rail Passenger Comm ssion Act of 1999.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
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context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssion.” The Hi gh Speed Intercity Rail Passenger
Conmmi ssi on established by this act.

"Conpact." The Interstate H gh Speed Intercity Rai
Passenger Network Conpact entered into by the Commonweal th
pursuant to the act of June 22, 1980 (P.L.259, No.75), entitled
"An act adopting the interstate high speed intercity rai
passenger network conpact and for rel ated purposes.”

"System"” A high speed intercity rail passenger systemfor
t hi s Commonweal t h.
Section 3. High Speed Intercity Rail Passenger Comr ssion

establ i shed.

(a) Conm ssion established.--There is hereby established the
Hi gh Speed Intercity Rail Passenger Comm ssion which shall have
t hose powers and duties inposed by section 4.

(b) Conm ssion nenbership.--The conm ssion shall be conposed
of the follow ng nine nmenbers:

(1) The chairman and minority chairman of the
Transportation Committee of the Senate and the chairman and
mnority chairman of the Transportation Conmttee of the
House of Representatives, or their successor comittees, or
t hei r desi gnees.

(2) One person representing the Executive Branch to be
appoi nted by the Governor.

(3) One person representing organized rail |abor to be
appoi nted by the Governor.

(4) One person representing the rail industry to be
appoi nted by the Governor.

(5) Two general interest nmenbers to be appointed by the

Gover nor
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(c) Vacancies.--Vacancies occurring on the conm ssion shal
be filled in the same manner in which the original appointnents
were made. Menbers of the conm ssion shall serve at the pleasure
of their appointing authority.

(d) Conmi ssion chairman and conpensation. --The conmm ssion
shal | select a chairman and such other officers it deens
necessary from anong its nenbership. Menbers of the comm ssion
shall not be conpensated for serving on the comm ssion but shal
be entitled to receive reinbursenent for their actual expenses
incurred while on comm ssion business.

Section 4. Powers and duti es.

The comm ssion shall have the overall responsibility, power
and duty to investigate, study and nmake recommendati ons
concerning the need for and establishnment and operation of a
hi gh speed intercity rail passenger systemin this Conmonweal t h.
The comm ssion shall, without limting its authority to study
rel ated subjects, address the follow ng specific areas and
i ssues:

(1) The need and denmand for high speed intercity rai

service in this Conmonweal t h.

(2) The level of high speed rail service required to
nmeet the need for such service.

(3) System equipnent, roadbed, right-of-way and ot her
techni cal and technol ogi cal options such as electrification.

(4) Location and extent of the specific routes in the
system

(5) Cost of inplenenting the system

(6) Economic inpact of the system

(7) Financing, ownership and operating options for the

system
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(8) Inpact and interaction of the system on existing
freight rail operations and on existing or proposed rai
passenger systens.

(9) Present or proposed operation of simlar systens in
the United States and in other countries.

(10) Issues and problens relating to | ocal and comut er
rail service, including funding.

Section 5. Cooperation with other agencies and organi zati ons.

The conmm ssion shall cooperate and exchange information with
ot her Federal and State agencies and with the private sector and
rel ated nonprofit organizations involved in rail transportation.
The conmm ssion shall provide appropriate assi stance and support
to the Interstate Rail Passenger Advisory Council established by
t he conpact.

Section 6. Staff.

The conm ssion may enpl oy such professional, technical and
clerical staff and engage the services of consultants, as it
deens necessary to carry out its responsibilities under this
act. Further, the Departnment of Transportation shall provide
necessary office space and adm ni strative support for the
commi ssi on. \Wenever possible, the comm ssion shall utilize the
services and expertise of existing personnel and staff of State
Government and to this end the Governor is hereby directed to
make such personnel and staff available to the conm ssion to the
full est extent comensurate with the performance of their other
duties. The conmi ssion shall reinburse State agencies, including
t he Departnent of Transportation, for any expenses incurred in
providing to the comm ssion the services as required by this
act .

Section 7. Meetings and heari ngs.
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The conmm ssion shall hold an organi zati onal neeting as soon
as possible after the appointnment of all its nenbers.
Thereafter, the comm ssion shall hold neetings at the call of
the chairman or of a najority of the nenbers serving thereon
Fi ve menbers shall constitute a quorum The conm ssion shal
al so hold public hearings on the matters to be considered by it
at | ocations throughout this Commonweal t h, including
specifically those areas nost |likely to be served by the system
Al'l neetings and public hearings of the comm ssion shall be
deened public neetings for the purposes of the act of July 3,
1986 (P.L.388, No.84), known as the Sunshine Act.

Section 8. Reports.

The conm ssion shall nake at |east annual reports of its
activities and recomrendations to the General Assenbly and the
Gover nor
Section 9. Finances and contri butions.

In addition to any noneys that nmay be appropriated fromtine
to time by the General Assenbly for its work, the conm ssion is
aut horized to nake application for and expend such Feder al
grants as may be avail able and may al so recei ve and expend
contributions fromother public, quasi-public or private sources
as may becone avail abl e.

Section 10. Committee on Oversight.

(a) Conposition.--There shall be a Commttee on Oversight
whi ch shall be conposed of the chairman and mnority chairman of
the Transportation Conmittee of the Senate, the chairman and
mnority chairman of the Transportation Conmttee of the House
of Representatives and the person appointed by the Governor to
represent the Executive Branch. Meetings shall be called by

either the chairman of the Transportation Committee of the
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Senate or the chairman of the Transportation Conmmttee of the
House of Representatives. A quorum shall consist of three
menbers and any actions by the commttee shall require a
majority vote.

(b) Oversight consultants.--The Comm ttee on Oversi ght shal
sel ect oversight consultants and shall direct oversight
functions relating to data, nethods, studies and reports used by
or prepared for the comm ssion. The oversight consultants shal
be the contractor or contractors selected by and responsible to
the commttee for the review and eval uation of all data,
nmet hods, studies and reports prepared for the conmm ssion.

(c) Fees and expenses.--All fees and expenses for oversight
functions shall be paid by the comm ssion at the direction of
the Commttee on Oversight fromfunds appropriated to it by the
General Assenbly.

(d) Publication of findings.--Oversight function findings
shall be submtted to the Commttee on Oversight and shall be
publ i shed by the comm ssion when and as presented by the
commttee in all related public docunents.

Section 11. Transfer of records.

Any Conmonweal t h agency in possession of any records,
contracts, agreenents, files or other materials used by the H gh
Speed Intercity Rail Passenger Comm ssion under the act of
Decenber 22, 1981 (P.L.518, No.144), known as the H gh Speed
Intercity Rail Passenger Comm ssion Act, on the effective date
of this act shall transfer and deliver the sane to the High
Speed Intercity Rail Passenger Conmm ssion established under this
act. To the extent possible, the H gh Speed Intercity Rai
Passenger Commi ssion under this act may use and update the

results of any investigation or study conducted under the High
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Speed Intercity Rail Passenger Comm ssion Act.
Section 12. Repeal.

The act of Decenber 22, 1981 (P.L.518, No.144), known as the
Hi gh Speed Intercity Rail Passenger Comm ssion Act, is repeal ed.

Section 13. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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