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AN ACT

Provi di ng incentives and assistance for rural students to attend
col | ege; and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Rural
Educati on Qpportunity Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Board." The State Rural Education Qpportunity Board.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"Program " The Rural Education Opportunity Program

"Rural school district." A school district with fewer than
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300 persons per square nmle and postsecondary participation
rates below the State average in at |east one of the preceding
five years prior to the year of application.

"System" The Pennsylvania State System of Hi gher Educati on.
Section 3. Board nenbership.

The board shall consist of the follow ng nenbers:

(1) Chancellor of the systemor his designee, who shal
be chai r person.

(2) The Secretary of Education or his designee.

(3) The chairperson of the Education Conmmttee of the

Senat e.

(4) The mnority chairperson of the Education Conmittee
of the Senate.
(5) The chairperson of the Education Commttee of the

House of Representatives.

(6) The mnority chairperson of the Education Conmittee
of the House of Representatives.
(7) Two first-generation college graduates of State

universities who reside in rural Pennsylvani a.

(8) A representative of the Center for Rural

Pennsyl vani a.

Section 4. Authorization and purpose.

(a) Gant program--The system in consultation with the
board, shall establish a programof grants to universities
within the systemand rural school districts that qualify under
this act.

(b) Purpose.--Gants awarded under this act may be used for
any of the follow ng purposes:

(1) To establish and naintain prograns designed to serve

those primary and secondary students who are coll ege abl e but
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may not have consi dered coll ege as an option.

(2) To serve nontraditional students presently in junior

and seni or high school .

(3) To inplement three-way partnerships anong the

uni versities, school districts and parents.

(4) To work with students to assure adequate preparation
for college through program scheduling in high school for

adm ssions and financial aid presentations, for practice

tests and for other supportive activities to help

nontraditional students prepare for college life.

(5) To provide opportunities for students to visit
canpuses and becone confortable with the coll ege environnent.
(6) To provide instruction in study skills to ensure

success in college.

(c) Cuidelines.--The system in consultation with the board,
shal |l establish guidelines to award grants for the purpose set
forth in subsection (b) and other purposes deened appropriate by
t he system and approved by the board.

Section 5. Applications.

(a) GCeneral rule.--A State system university or rural schoo
district may nmake application at the tinme, in the manner and
containing the information as required by the system The system
shall determne fromthe information provided whether the
applicant is eligible for consideration by the board.

(b) Annual neeting.--Representatives of the system shal
nmeet annually to award grants to qualifying rural school
districts and system universities.

(c) Oher neetings.--The board shall neet at the call of the
chai rperson to conduct business related to the award of grants.

Section 6. Gants awarded by departnent.
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The departnent shall award grants to qualifying organizations
upon the recommendati on of the board.
Section 7. Regul ations.

The system shall administer this act and nay, with the
approval of the board, prescribe and adopt program policy
gui delines or regulations relating to the admnistration and
enforcenment of this act.

Section 8. Appropriation.

An annual appropriation of not |ess than $500,000 shall be
appropriated to the State System of Hi gher Education for the
pur poses of carrying out this act.

Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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