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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 150 5e

| NTRODUCED BY DEMPSEY, HENNESSEY, TI GUE, ARMSTRONG, FAI RCHI LD,
SAYLOR, S. MLLER E. Z. TAYLOR, TRELLO STERN, MCALL
SOLOBAY, RUBLEY AND HARHAI, JANUARY 27, 1999

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JANUARY 27, 1999
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated
Statutes, providing for certain defenses relating to police
and ener gency vehicl es.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 3325 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a subsection to read:
§ 3325. Duty of driver on approach of emergency vehicle.

* * %

(c) It is a defense to prosecution under this section if the

def endant can show by a preponderance of the evidence that the

failure to stop i nmedi ately was based on a good faith concern

for his or her personal safety. |In determ ni ng whether the

def endant has nmet this burden, the court shall consider the tine

and | ocation the events took place, the defendant's conduct

during the pursuit and whet her the defendant stopped at the

first avail able reasonably |ighted and popul ated ar ea.

Section 2. Section 3733(c) of Title 75 is amended to read:
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§ 3733. Fleeing or attenpting to elude police officer.

* * %

(c) Defenses.--

(1) It is a defense to a prosecution under this section
that the pursuing police vehicle was not clearly identifiable
by its markings or, if unmarked, was not occupied by a police
of ficer who was in uniformand di splayi ng a badge or ot her
sign of authority.

(2) It is a defense to prosecution under this section if

t he def endant can show by a preponderance of the evidence

that the failure to stop i Mmedi ately was based on a good

faith concern for his or her personal safety. |In deternining

whet her the def endant has net this burden, the court shal

consider the tine and | ocation the events took pl ace, the

def endant's conduct during the pursuit and whether the

def endant stopped at the first avail able reasonably |ighted

and popul at ed ar ea.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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