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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 40 5

| NTRODUCED BY MAYERNI K, HERSHEY, STABACK, READSHAW ARMSTRONG
LAUGHLI N, SEYFERT, SCHRCDER, EGOLF, G GLIOI'TI, FARGO AND
SOLOBAY, JANUARY 20, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, JANUARY 20, 1999
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AN ACT

Designating English as the official |anguage of the
Commonweal th; and providing for a right of action.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Legislative findings.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) The people of the United States can trace their
origins to a nmultitude of nations throughout the world.
(2) The various cultural heritages represented in the
United States greatly enhance and strengthen us as a nation.
(3) Despite the diversity of backgrounds, the peopl e of
the United States can live in harnmony and work as citizens of
one country.
(4) English has been the traditional |anguage of the
United States and while it enjoys no special |egal protection
as such, a working know edge of English is essential in order

for citizens to exercise their constitutional freedons to the
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full est extent, to be aware of citizen checks agai nst

government abuses and to enjoy individual prosperity and

i ndependence.

(5) English is the conmmon bond and |link to one anot her
as fellow citizens of the United States.
Section 2. Designation of official |anguage.

English is hereby designated the official |anguage of the
Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Enforcenent.

It shall be the duty of every elected and appoi nted of ficer
of the Commonwealth to take all necessary steps to insure that
the role of English as the common | anguage of the Commonweal t h
is preserved and enhanced.

Section 4. Limtations.
The provisions of this act shall not apply when:
(1) Federal |aw inposes contrary provisions.
(2) The public health, welfare, safety and justice
mandat e the use of other | anguages.
(3) The religious freedomor priorities of various
persons or groups nay be adversely affected.
(4) Instruction and learning occur in foreign | anguage
cour ses.
Section 5. Personal right of action.

(a) Creation of right.--Any resident of this Commonweal th
shall have standing to bring an action agai nst the Comobnweal th
to enforce this act.

(b) Jurisdiction.--The Commonweal th Court shall have
jurisdiction to hear and deci de an action brought under
subsection (a).

Secti on 6. Ef fecti ve date.
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1 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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