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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 241 5

| NTRODUCED BY KASUNI C, MELLOW HELFRI CK, O PAKE, MJSTO, BELAN,
BELL, COSTA, STAPLETON, KITCHEN, AFFLERBACH, WENGER AND
TARTAGLI ONE, OCTOBER 6, 1998

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, OCTOBER 6, 1998
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON
Establ i shing a select conmttee of the General Assenbly to

i nvestigate the issue of violence in elenentary and secondary

school s in the Comonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly finds that there have been
several very serious instances of violence conmtted in schools
t hroughout our nation and this Commonwealth resulting in the
death and serious injury of elementary and secondary students;
and

WHEREAS, There have been a nunber of recent reports in our
Commonweal th detailing violent incidents resulting in the injury
of students, faculty and staff, sone of which have involved
danger ous weapons brought onto school property or into school -
sponsored functions; and

VWHEREAS, These violent incidents have occurred in rural,
subur ban and urban school settings; and

WHEREAS, It is of great concern to the citizens of this
Commonweal th that a safe atnosphere be provided to all students

to facilitate their education and instruction; therefore be it
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RESCLVED (the House of Representatives concurring), That a
select committee be established to investigate and study the
causes and incidents of school violence and prograns whi ch have
been i npl enmented i n Pennsyl vania and el sewhere to address and
all eviate the causes and incidents of school violence; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That this select conmttee fornulate
recommendations to the General Assenbly which could be
i npl enented for the purposes of decreasing the causes and
i ncidents of school violence in all areas throughout this
Commonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee consist of the follow ng
menbers:

(1) One nenber appointed by the Majority Leader of the

Senat e.

(2) One nenber appointed by the Mnority Leader of the

Senat e.

(3) One nenber appointed by the Majority Leader of the

House of Representatives.

(4) One nenber appointed by the Mnority Leader of the

House of Representatives.

(5) One representative of the Pennsylvania State

Educati on Associ ation appoi nted by the Governor.

(6) One representative of the Pennsylvania School Boards

Associ ati on appoi nted by the Governor.

(7) The Secretary of Education or his designee.

(8) The Conmi ssioner of the Pennsylvania State Police or
hi s desi gnee.

(9) The Attorney General or his designee.

(10) One nenber appointed by the Governor who is a
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representative of an organi zation recogni zed for its
i nvol venent in firearmsafety educati on.
(11) One nenber appointed by the Governor who is a

ment al heal t h professional;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the committee elect a chair fromits
menber ship; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take
testimony and nmake its investigation at such places as it deens
necessary in this Conmonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That each nenber of the commttee have the power to
adm ni ster oaths and affirmations to wi tnesses appearing before
the commttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the committee be given the authority to issue
subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecumto insure the appearance of
wi t nesses and the production of docunments for exam nation by the
commttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the commttee make a report of its findings
and recomrendati ons by Novenber 30, 1998; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the nenbers of the committee serve w thout
conpensati on but be reinbursed for all necessary and act ual
expenses incurred in the performance of their duties; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the actual expenses incurred by the conmttee
be equal Iy divided between the Senate and t he House of

Represent ati ves.
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